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A new age of tough has dawned. With an updated shape. Redesigned engine. Re-engineered chassis. 
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Could there be any more tumultuous a start to the year in 
motoring than that of 201 6? 

Champagne corks the world over popped at the news 
that a friendly American, Matt LeBlanc, will partner Chris 
Evans as co-hosts for the new TopGear TV series, con- 
firmed to start flighting on 8 May. 

But that initial flash of good news quickly drowned in a 
cauldron of calamity. Just before Christmas, Nissan quietly 
culled - much to everyone’s relief, and no-one’s surprise 

- the ill-fated GT-R LM project. Their front-wheel-driven flight of fancy, which had 
exploded into being with the splendour and grandiosity of the 2015 Superbowl, was 
unceremoniously euthanised - after enduring the ignominy of finishing 153 laps 
(2081km) behind the winning Porsche at Le Mans - by a strategically-timed press 
release Nissan hoped no-one would read. 

What an embarrassment. What a PR disaster. Was the GT-R LM ever anything more 
than a marketing campaign pushed by the UK, rather than an engineering project led by 
Japan? ‘Winning by losing’ never seemed so hollow a comeback; this was losing by losing, 
an innovation that could only fail. And disappoint. But good news, if your Sentra or Sabre 
needs a new engine. And you have a plane ticket to Indiana, and a big enough suitcase. 

Then, more heartache followed at the end of January, as Honda announced the NSX 
hyper-hybrid will no longer reach South African shores, thanks to currency lunacy. 

Feeling hopeless? Don’t ram your Toyota 86 into your cheating wife’s Mini Clubman 
just yet. Redemption is coming to South African shores next month in the form of the 
ultimate Golf GTI, the Clubsport; and the much-vaunted Ford Focus RS will restore the 
cosmic order by mid-year. 

Modern-day hot hatches are the virtuous and egalitarian guardians of the mountain 
pass, and the patrons of the traffic light. They’re fast, they’re practical, and they promise 
unbeatable smiles per rand. They make the world a better place, too: they’re agents 
of social change - they can deliver textbooks, resuscitate struggling economies, bring 
drought relief, even end wars (and also start them, particularly on the internet). 

In the case of the Mercedes-AMG A45, Audi RS3 and Ford Focus RS, they’ll even 
trigger the occasional existential torment over why you were kicking far more expensive 
tyres in the first place. And these are only cars we’re talking about here, not self-help 
book-and-CD combos your wife accidentally ordered off the TV. 

Don’t believe me? Any one of the three mentioned above will sprint faster to lOOkph 
than an E90 BMW M3 - ignoring for a moment the benefit of their AWD traction. Also, 
consider that a current-gen BMW M3 requires three litres of swept capacity to generate 
317kW; an A45 needs one litre less to produce 280kW, and punches out more power 
per litre. Surely, 300kW cannot be far away. 

As everything in the current era slowly succumbs to increased control and connectiv- 
ity, the joy of piloting a car at speed will turn into an ever more rare privilege. Even at the 
most elementary level, stability and traction control systems are becoming so craftily and 
covertly omnipotent that most of the time we’re oblivious to their constant interference 
during daily driving. Already, the new BMW 7 Series is said to be able to fully drive itself 

- only legislation prevents it from doing so. 

So enjoy the analogueness of the hot hatch, as the hourglass of self-serving pleasure 
slowly runs out. Today’s tyre marks are the ink in which 
tomorrow’s annals of automotive history will be written. It’s a 
legacy we must all help create and preserve for our children 

- for they most certainly won’t even know what a steering 
wheel looked like. 
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Nice RS 

The Mklll Focus RS is here! We 
celebrate exclusive access by driving its 
wheels off in a 3200km Euro-jaunt 


66 


911 vs i8 vs F-Type 

The benchmark meets a spaceship 
and a chest rug for a few laps of 
Dunsfold and some smoking of tyres 
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VWGolfGTICIubsport 

Not just the ultimate GTI, but quite 
possibly the ultimate Golf. And it’s 
cheaper than an R 


76 


SVvs675vsGT3RS 

Meteorologists predict biblical 
rainstorms and gales. TG chooses 
appropriate transportation 


62 Pagani vs Koenigsegg 

Argentina takes on Sweden in 
a battle of wits from the two 
masters of hypercar bespokery 


88 



Ford Mustang 

A 5-litre V8 and a factory-fitted 
option to do burnouts. Tyres beware, 
L as TG doesn’t horse around 





BMW 

Original Parts 


www.bmw.co.za/ 

originalparts 



ONE PART CAN 
CHANGE THE OUTCOME 

BMW ORIGINAL PARTS WITH A 2-YEAR WARRANTY. 


This is a simple o-ring. Not even the size of your thumb. Completely insignificant. 
On January 28, 1 986, a single faulty o-ring, brought down an entire space shuttle, 
mid takeoff. In a complicated chain, it takes one part that isn’t as sophisticated and 
meticulously crafted to compromise the whole machine. Don’t take chances. Insist on 
BMW Original Parts, because without genuine parts, it’s simply not a BMW anymore. 

BMW Original Parts come with a 2-year unlimited mileage warranty. 

For more information visit www.bmw.co.za/originalparts 
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14 Lexus LC 500 

We said we wanted it. Lexus listened. It’s 

24 Ford GT 

Ford honours first win over Ferrari with re- 

Driven this month... 

MIL, 


here. We also want Rim, please 


IB New Mercedes E-Class 

Eight things you need to know about the 
new E. Including how many light bulbs 
it has 


21 Porsche Mission E 

It’s official; Porsche will launch an all- 
electric sports car. Is nothing sacred? 


turn to Le Mans 50 years later. No pressure 


Ford Focus RS 

Lexus RX45Dh 


28 My other car... 

...is an amphibious BAE Systems ACV 1.1. 

Just when you thought it was safe to go 

b.ck to *. k..* Lamborghini Hurasan IP580-2 


32 From rhe archive 

The first-ever crash-test dummy. Which 
was a real-life man. Nice little earner? 





REGULARS 





Introducing the first-ever compact SUV - the all-new Mazda CX-3 with KODO design and SKYACTIV Technology delivers 115kW of power 
and 204Nm of torgue in a 6-speed automatic or manual transmission for a superb driving experience, no matter which option you choose. 
Stay in touch with the world using MZD Connect, standard from the Dynamic Model, while the Individual Model comes with 

18" alloy wheels, Integrated Navigation and Active Driving Display features, to name a few. 


mazda.co.za ' *f 
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Return of the ‘ Competition Pack’ M3/4s, boosted to 335kW. 
Now only trails C63 by 15 units of peak power... 



VW releases Amarok Ultimate 
special edition. Disappointingly ; 
with heated seats but not V8 TDi 

Is there a new model in pipeline ? This one is, like, long in the 
tooth now... 

Sizwe Mkhonza 


Ultimately, still slower than the Alfa 
Giulia - and a lot less exclusive. 

Zane Kassim 


I hope it will put the power down better 
with this Competition Pack: 20-inchers 
do seem like overkill otherwise. 

Bongani Mtshemla 


I think the Competition Pack will 
compete with AMG S, and M4GTS 
will compete with the Black Series. 

Sihle Mondi 


South African courage bows to 
French strategy, yet again, at 
the world’s toughest race 


On my second Amarok. First one had 200 000km and 
no problems, second one now 47000km in, and again: no 
complaints. Great DCs. 

Ruan England 


They represent our country well, much respect. Managing to 
take a podium is no joke at Dakar. 

Mthuthuzeli Mpiti 

My honest opinion: Toyota brought the wrong engine to the 
party yet again. 

Kobus Engels 

Did you see all those reduced or cut stages, because it was 
too hot? Always happened when one of the Hilux bakkies 
started gaining pace. 

Mameta Isaac Mamabolo 


No additional performance, and I wouldn’t really care about 
heated seats. Pretty pointless. 

Mfana Yeleni 
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TWEETS & STUFF 

LEVDRG STI? 

Subaru’s doing a Volvo, 
exchanging its WRC 
heritage for some British 
Touring Car racing. What 
would Colin McRae say? 



LUXURY LOGISTICS DONE RIGHT 

Lewis Hamilton’s the worlds 
best driver. Obviously his 
new company car just had to 
be a Maybach. 
Challenger 605 is his too. 



WHO’S Q ARE YOU? 

Audi’s burgeoning range of 
Q-prefixed SUVs require 
numbers two and four. Prob- 
lem? Alfa Romeo 
owns them. 
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Innovation 
that excites 
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THE NISSAN X-TRAIL. 

LIFE'S WAITING. 


The Nissan X-Trail Crossover, where performance meets 
intuitive technology. The All-Mode 4x4-i technology* with its 
sleek and sturdy build is comfortable both on the road and 
on trails. The spacious, refined interior will ensure you take on 
the urban jungle or the great outdoors in style. Also available 
in a flexible 7-seater option. So start the next chapter and 
book a test drive today at nissan.co.za. Life's Waiting. 


Class-leading Space | Advanced Technology | All-Mode 4x4-i 

^Available on selected models. 
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550kW, 550Nm71 

O-IOOkph in 4.5 seconds. 


That’ll do nicely, thanks 
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T he new Lexus LC 500 is proof 
that manufacturers really do 
listen, if we beg hard enough. 
When the LF-LC concept first 
appeared at the 2012 Detroit 
show, its purpose was merely to illus- 
trate Lexus’s future design strategy, 
but so dramatic was its shape that 
pretty soon the pleading began. Four 
years later, and the Japanese 6-Series 
is ready to roll - and looking just as 
eye-popping as the concept. 

It’s a design to which the printed 
page can’t really do justice - constant- 
ly morphing, depending on where 
you stand. I recommend lingering a 
little on the front three-quarter angle, 
crouching down perhaps to take in 
the bulging rear flanks - the wheels 
straining to bust out of their arches. 
Stop at the blacked out B-pillars and 



Saif 


Where s the 


devil? Hes 


in there 


somewhere 


allow a nostalgic thought for the 
LFA, then marvel at the mesh pattern 
in the front grille, tightening and 
loosening as it stretches to fill the 
ma-hoosive spindle-shaped cavity. 

The interior? Well, it’s familiar 
Lexus: swathed in buttery leather 
and brushed aluminium, put together 
with millimetric precision, and fitted 
with the company’s latest infotain- 
ment system and an optional Mark 
Levinson stereo. 

Although not as exotic in concep- 
tion as the carbon-bodied V10 LFA, 
there’s still plenty of carbon in the 
mix. Namely the door panels, roof (as 
an option; a glass roof is standard) 
and boot floor. The rest is aluminium 
(including the multi-link suspension 
system), with high-strength steel 
deployed in all the right places to 


ensure the chassis surpasses the LFA 
for torsional rigidity. 

Koji Sato, the LC’s chief engineer, 
said: “We spent more than three 
times the usual R&D time to pursue 
linear steering and to find the sweet 
spot for road-contact feel. We also 
focused our efforts on suspension 
rigidity and enhancing geometry.” 
That’s good news, not just for the 
LC’s handling but for future front- 
engined, RWD Lexi - this all-new 
platform will underpin them all. 

From launch, the only engine 
option will be the same atmospheric 
5.0-litre V8 you get in the RC F and 
GS F - not the torquiest nor most 
modern unit, as we discovered when 
we drove the hot GS, but the numbers 
are sparkly enough. With 35okW at a 
heady 7ioorpm, and 53oNm of torque 





Buttery leather by the 
herd inside. Other H 


colours are available. 




at 48oorpm, it’ll crack o-iookph in 4.5 
seconds, and deploys its fury through 
a new 10-speed automatic gearbox 
-with shift times, Lexus claims, com- 
parable to a double-clutcher. 

It should sound the business too, 
even with the windows up, thanks 
to valves in the exhaust system that 
open at start-up and under heavy 
throttle loads, and (sadly) a generator 
that pumps extra V8 music through 
the speakers. We heard a sound clip 
of the exhaust - it’s suitably burly. 

What the LC is crying out for, 
though, is ‘F’ treatment, something to 
slay the BMW M6 and make it a true 
successor to the LFA. Sato wouldn’t 
confirm it, but said “This car is only 
the beginning.” It’s on the cards, then. 
If we ask nicely enough. At least this 
one has been confirmed for SA. 



ANOTHER WORRY 

FOR THE GERMANS? 


Could this finally be the Infiniti to properly steal 
sales from BMW and Mercedes? Given how good 
it looks, were inclined to say maybe. Meet the new 
Infiniti Q60, a rather pert Japanese rival for the 4 
Series and C-Class. 

Its headline powerplant is a 3.0-litre twin-turbo 
V6 with 298kW. That’s knocking on the door of 
BMW M4 territory, only you can expect it to be a 
bit more refined and, well, less daft here. 

The Q60 is rear-driven as standard, with AWD 
optional. Infiniti is promising much in the way of 
tech to keep its power manageable, though names 
like Dynamic Digital Suspension and Direct Adap- 
tive Steering (with six switchable settings) do make 
us fear for quite how engaging and involving it will 
feel. Infinitis aren’t the sharpest in their class, after 
all, but we live in hope this will be more fun. 

While the Q60 is effectively a successor to 
the old G37 Coupe, it’s a much smarter and more 
bespoke-looking thing. You can even have some 
enormous 20-inch alloys, if you’re feeling frivolous 
with the options boxes. 

The bold grille isn’t all about aesthetics, either - 
it features active shutters that balance the engine’s 
cooling requirements with aerodynamic needs. The 
end result? An impressively smooth, 0.28Cd drag 
coefficient. Pretty can have practical benefits too. 

Sales start in the middle of the year, and should 
298kW sound a tad much, the V6 comes in 
224kW tune, too. There’s also a 155kW 2.0 petrol 
turbo if you’re feeling ultra-sensible. 

We’re not, though; so we reckon it’s time to 
campaign for a Nissan GT-R-engined coupe to 
really rattle the BMW M4’s cage. 
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I lt looks quite like the 
C- and S-Class 

The E-Class has never been all that 
bold. Admittedly, that’s not really 
the point of it, but there were at least 
points of differentiation across the Merc 
range. A bystander used to be able to tell 
whether you had a C-, E- or S-Class. But 
no more, because as you can see, Merc 
has dialled out anything even vaguely 
resembling a styling feature unique to its 
mid-ranger. No doubt it’s good-looking 
- svelte, elegant and well proportioned 
- but we would’ve liked Mercedes to 
exhibit just a bit more imagination. 




Lights have 84 bulbs. 

Pray they don’t all 
blow at the same time 


2 Say goodbye to that 
rattly old 2.1-litre diesel 

Mercedes has been saddling 
everything from S-Classes to 
Sprinter panel vans with it for years, 
so it’s about time we were treated to 
something new. The E220d’s new 
2.0-litre is physically smaller and usefully 
greener than the old engine. Merc claims 
3.91/1 00km and just 102g/km of CO 2 
with the standard nine-speed auto 
gearbox. There’s 143kW on offer, which 
means O-IOOkph in 7.3secs. But it’s 
Merc’s promise of “exceptional 
refinement’’ that has us really excited. 



Its not far from being 
able to drive itself 

With just a couple of software 
tweaks, the big E can more or 
less drive itself (three prototypes have 
even been granted test licences for 
autonomous driving in the state of 
Nevada). And it’s not far off even 
straight from the factory: it’ll follow the 
vehicle in front all the way up to 210kph 

- not without you telling it to, obviously 

- and up to 130kph where road 
markings are faded or non-existent. 

Flick the indicator on, and it’ll do a Tesla 
and change lanes all by itself. 


Its interior is almost 
wholesale S-Class 

And this is a very good thing, as 
it’s gorgeous, with lots of leather 
and a quartet of intricate air vents. But 
it’s those two widescreen 12.3in monitors 
(optional on the E; the S gets them as 
standard) that dominate the cabin. 
They’re home to the latest version of 
Merc’s COMAND interface. Besides 
the standard controller just north of the 
centre armrest, there are two touchpads 
on the steering wheel, so drivers can 
easily operate the whole shebang without 
taking their hands off the wheel. 


It can talk to other cars 

Using what Mercedes is calling 
the world’s first fully integrated 
car-to-car communication system, 
the E-Class can exchange information 
with other cars about, say, extreme 
weather conditions or broken-down 
vehicles at the side of the road. This, 
says the manufacturer, gives the 
driver the opportunity to slow down 
or to pick a different route. It’s a pity 
that, for now, the only vehicle capable 
of receiving and interpreting such 
information is, erm, another 
Mercedes-Benz E-Class. 


The risk of fiery death 
is very small indeed 

Unlikely as it is that you’ll actually 
manage to have a crash, what 
with the number of systems tasked with 
keeping you on the straight and narrow, 
the E-Class is nonetheless festooned 
with safety kit. If it senses an imminent 
side impact, the E can inflate chambers 
in the front seats to move the occupants 
inwards, away from danger. It’s also 
capable of emitting a short signal 
through the sound system to prepare 
the occupants’ ears for the inevitable 
metallic crunch. 


B it hearts your 
mobile phone 

The E has something called NFC 
(near field communication), 
which allows a so-equipped smartphone 
to be used as a key. There’s wireless 
charging, too, which means so long as 
your phone supports the Qi standard, 
you just need to stick it in the relevant 
compartment in the centre console to 
start charging up. And while the BMW 7 
Series’s remote parking function 
demands you use a heavy, dedicated 
smartphone-like key, all you need to 
remote-park the Merc is an app. 


There are 84 LEDs in 
each of the headlights 

That’s more than three times as 
many as you’ll find in an Audi 
A8’s headlight. We suspect the result is 
predictably dazzling - or not, as the case 
may be. Like other such systems from 
Audi, BMW, Ford and even Opel, the 
LEDs can be dimmed and deactivated as 
necessary to create patches of darkness, 
so you still get the range of high-beam 
but without dazzling other motorists. 
And for the first time anywhere, Merc 
has devised a system that requires no 
mechanical actuation whatsoever. 
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Some engineers test the limits. 

Ours create new ones. 

The new Macan GTS. 

The facts: A 3.0-litre twin-turbo V6 engine delivering 265 kW (360 hp) and 500 Nm 
of torque. In brief: a bold statement in design and performance. Lowered sports 
suspension with Porsche Active Suspension Management (PASM). A sound that is 
more resonant and intensive. It all adds up to an intensified driving experience. 
Typical in a Porsche that bears the letters GTS. Further information at 
www.porsche.com/MacanGTS 



Porsche Centre Johannesburg 

Tel: Oil 540 5000 

Porsche Centre Cape Town 

Tel: 021 555 6800 

Porsche Centre Umhlanga 

Tel: 031 514 3000 

Porsche Centre Pretoria 

Tel: 012 816 7600 


Fuel consumption in 1/100 km: combined 8.8 • Power: 265 kW (360 hp) • Torque: 500 Nm • 0 - 100 km/h: 5.0 seconds (Sport Chrono) • Top speed: 256 km/h 





STOP PRESS! 

CAYMAN 
AND BOXSTER 

change at Porsche. T he 
®ter and C aym an will 
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performance figures. We reckon O-lOOkph in 2.6 
seconds is probably achievable, placing it near the 
summit in our pantheon of O-lOOkph greats. 

Strapped for cash? The 397kW Turbo should 
still be enough to pin your ears back: O-lOOkph in 
3.0 seconds is a full 0.4 seconds quicker than the 
old model, and by some sort of black magic there's 
a 0.61/100km improvement, too - Porsche claims 
9.11/100km combined for the coupe and 9.31/100km 
for the convertible. 

Helping to harness all that power and filter 
it into a usable driving experience is the same 
wheel-mounted mode switch as in the standard 911. 
It features Normal, Sport, Sport Plus and Individual 
settings, plus a Sport Response button that lets you 
turn everything to maximum attack for 20 seconds. 
Or however long you can hold your nerve. 

Speaking of which, a new halfway house PSM 
Sport Mode widens the electronic safety net, with- 
out leaving you totally alone, while a clever dynamic 
boost function interrupts the fuel injection, but 
not the throttle valve opening, when you lift off for 
sharper response when you press it again. All these 
little bits are there to make you go faster and grin 
that much wider. 

The Turbo's tyres are now half an inch wider 
too, matching the Turbo S, while the 20-inch centre- 
locking alloys on the S now have a seven, not 10, 
double-spoke design. 

On the off-chance the new 911 Turbo isn't just 
a blur as it passes, you'll be able to spot new quad 
exhausts, a revised engine cover, and three-dimen- 
sional tail lights. Inside, there's Porsche's infinitely 
better new infotainment system, with a seven-inch 
touchscreen and a Bose stereo as standard. 

Porsche says that the fluctuating exchange rate 
makes it difficult to commit to pricing, but did con- 
firm that both models will reach our shores by April. 


911 Turbo. 
Turbo with 

a [very] big T 


427kW, O-IOOkph in 2.9secs, 330kph 
vmax... yup, reckon that’ll do 


A s I felt the flesh being peeled from my bones 
the last time I drove a 911 Turbo, I don't 
recall thinking “I wish this was faster”. But 
clearly Porsche cares not about my facial 
disfigurement, because its engineers have 
looked long and hard at the laws of physics 
and found a loophole. This is the updated 911 Tur- 
bo; and somehow, it's even faster. 

First things first: we're talking about the Turbo 
with a big ‘T' here, not the cooking 911 Carrera 
and Carrera S, now implanted with a new 3.0-litre 
twin-turbo. Those models are merely brisk next to 
their lunatic brother. 

The 3.8-litre twin-turbo lump is carried over, 
but power is up by 15kW across the board to 397kW 
in the Turbo and 427kW in the Turbo S. What that 
means is O-lOOkph in 2.9 seconds and a top speed of 
330kph - 0.2 of a second and llkph improvements 
respectively. The truly terrifying thing? Porsche is 
notoriously conservative when it comes to claimed 
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HEROES 

(41 manufactirer cl ai medfi gjres) 

Top-fuel dragster 

0.7 seconds 

FI car 

2.0 seconds 

Ariel Atom 500 

2.3 seconds 

Bugatti Veyron 
Super Sport 

2.5 seconds 

Nissan GT-R 

2.7 seconds 

Porsche 918 Spyder 

2.8 seconds 

Tesla Model S P85D 

2.8 seconds 



THEKIUtMLEDGE 

THIS MONTH’S IMPORTANT 
NEWS IN BITE-SIZED MORSELS 



Great Scott! DeLorean 
making a comeback 

Change in US law means the 1980s 
icon will be put into production again - 
in Texas rather than Northern Ireland. 
The DMC-12 remains awful to drive, 
but also utterly desirable. 



3 


Project 7 for the 
people 

F-Type SVR is powered by a tuned 
version of Jaguar’s raucous 5.0-litre 
blown V8, matching the Project 7’s 
425kW, totalling a top speed of 
320kph, and quite possibly achieving 
O-IOOkph in under four seconds. 



4 Porschephile: meet 
audiophile 

Boxed Pioneer 6x9s just aren’t the gift 
~ they once were. What you need is the 
911 soundbar - R50 000-worth of 
911 GT3 rear silencer, repurposed as a 
200w speaker system with full digital 
syncing. Coolness factor? Arctic. 



Brace yourself, Porschephiles, you 
may want to take a seat. Following 
the 447kW all-electric four-seat 
concept revealed earlier this year, 
Stuttgart has confirmed it will put 
the Mission E into production before 
the end of the decade, promising 
“a new chapter in the history of 
sports cars”. 

A nail in the coffin of the combus- 
tion engine it may be, but look on the 
bright side - Porsche is promising a 
O-IOOkph time below 3.5 seconds, 
and a range north of 480km. Plus 


your kids can come along for the ride. 

Rest assured, it’s a decision that 
hasn’t been taken lightly. With the 
Mission E’s electric motors to be 
built in-house, Porsche will invest 
over 700 million euros expanding its 
Zuffenhausen facility, creating more 
than 1000 new jobs in the process. 

“With Mission E, we are making 
a clear statement about the future 
of the brand,” said chairman Dr 
Wolfgang Porsche. “Even in a greatly 
changing motoring world, Porsche 
will maintain its front-row position.” 



BUGATTI CHIRON 


NAME CONFIRMED 


Bugatti has confirmed something we already 
knew: the Veyron’s replacement will be called 
the Chiron. More significantly, though, this 
means the project hasn’t fallen victim to the 
dieselgate cost-cutting axe. 

You can start getting excited now, too, as it 
will be revealed very soon, making its grand 
entrance during the Geneva motor show at the 
beginning of March. 

Bugatti claims the Chiron will be “the world’s 
most powerful, fastest, most luxurious and most 
exclusive production super sports car”. So bet 
on at least 1040kW, and a minimum of 435kph. 
Whether that involves hybrid assistance for 
the quad turbo Wl6 is still TBC. 

Even without full tech details, it’s got billion- 
aires’ wallets twitching: more than 100 orders 
have already been received, all from “selected 



customers” who Bugatti invited to exclusive 
preview events, none of which involved actually 
driving the car. 

Curious about ‘Chiron? Like the Veyron, its 
name pays homage to a famous Bugatti race 
driver of yore, Louis Chiron - Bugatti’s num- 
ber-one racer from the late Twenties to early 
Thirties. And get this - he’s the only person born 
in Monte Carlo to win its signature race, the 
Monaco Grand Prix. Now thats pedigree. 















Li 


Same, samer, HI 

Hyundai facelifts their eight-and-a-half sealer - bur will 
Uberists be able to tell the difference? 


S omething unusual happened in 
2015. Okay, lots of things did. If 
you’re into motorings (admittedly, 
less fancied) faction of crowd- 
ferrying, you’d have noticed blips on 
your radar initially from Ford (Tourneo Con- 
nect), followed later by Mercedes (V-Class), 
Kia (Grand Sedona) and Volkswagen (T6), 
in the latter half of the year. 

And now, in 2016, also from Hyundai. 
The HI range has undergone the most 
minor of updates for 2016. The biggest 
benefactor is the 2.5 turbodiesel model, 
whose engine - good for 125kW and 
441 Nm (the latter segment-leading) - now 
delivers 5kW and 49 more Newtons than 
before; and stability control, to better cope 
with this tyre-threatening torque. Its 16-inch 
rims remain unchanged in size but are treat- 


ed to a different design, while new luxury 
accoutrements include folding electric 
mirrors, glovebox cooling, Bluetooth, a fold- 
ing key, cruise control, and a leather-skinned 
steering wheel and gear selector. 

The centre console display has also 
changed - from eighties green to late- 
nineties blue. Revolutionary progress. 

The turbodiesel Hi’s price has been 
announced at R579 900, though the 
less-endowed petrol version costs nearly 
RIOOk less. While that’s neither cheap nor 
excessively expensive compared to rivals, 
comparatively the new short-wheelbase 
VW Kombi Trendline DSG offers slightly 
less spec, but a better gearbox, better 
(perceived) build quality, and most of all, a 
saving of more than R60 000: the VW’s 
the uber-Uber van. 


LUST LINE OF DEFENCE 



I n a world of instantaneous fame, few en- 
tities can be classed as truly iconic. Land 
Rover’s Defender was one such thing. 
Yes, we did say ‘was’. After 67 years a few 
■ final, faithful, rivets have been punched 
into place on the 2 016 933th (and final) De- 
fender 90, rolling steel instead of alloy rims. 

The 600 men and woman from the De- 
fender line have been reassigned to another 
part of JLR’s sprawling Solihull production 
facility, to start assembling - irony of ironies - 
Jaguar’s first SUV: the F-Pace. 

Quite fittingly, the very last Defender 
built was a Heritage edition soft-top, painted 
RAF-surplus Grasmere green and cooling its 



2.2-litre turbodiesel through a Series 1 grille. 

Its retirement effectively cedes the mantle of 
most iconic - and enduring - automobile in 
production to Porsche’s 911. 

South Africans, who actually used 
Defenders for their intended purpose (unlike 
Britons), experienced a different type of 
nostalgia: medieval ergonomics, and for 
decades, a lack of lockable axle traction. One 
very rarely encounters terribly boring people 
driving one, though. 

Land Rover’s handsomely successful 
current portfolio is set to gain the Defender’s 
successor by 2018; but quite how sophisticat- 
ed it will be remains unclear, especially in light 
of 201 Ts Frankfurt auto show rejection of the 
del 00 concept by Land Rover traditionalists. 
But somehow we suspect any future Defender 
won’t feature that agonising, calf-cleaving 
parking-brake position again. 


VW Kombi a more 
compelling offer, but 
HI has one more seat 
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Lord of the wings 

FORD’S GT RACER TAKES OFF TURN OVER 


STORIES FROM OUR WEIRD WORLD 
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MY OTHER CAR IS A... p28 

8WD amphibious personnel carrier 


OPTIONS LIST p30 

Sunglasses rhar make you drivefasrer 


WPGEAR ARCHIVE p32 

Tbe original crash-tesr dummy (northe band) 



JASON BARLOW/ 
DREW GIBSON 


FORD S VICTORIES 
ATLE MANS WERE A 
PINNACLE OF SIXTIES 
MOTORS PORT. 
NOW THEY’RE BACK... 


his story - and it’s one of the most famous in 
automotive history - begins in May 1963. US 
behemoth Ford had spent months courting 
Italian upstart Ferrari, a company still only 16 
years young in ’63, which was how the ascetic 
Don Frey found himself face-to-face with the 
wily, operatic Enzo Ferrari. A deal was finally 
on the table, enabling a pooling resources on road and track; but 
when it came down to it, 11 Commendatore bailed. 

“My rights, my integrity, my very being as a manufacturer... 
cannot work under the suffocating bureaucracy of the Ford Motor 
Company,” he thundered. According to a new book on the GT40, 
Frey remembers Ferrari “shouting words that cannot be found in 
any dictionary”. No deal, then. Perhaps the passage of time has 
introduced some dramatic licence, but back in Dearborn, Henry 
Ford IPs response was equally fiery. An order, in fact. “You go to Le 
Mans,” he told Frey, “and beat his ass.” 

After a faltering start, Italian ass was truly whupped, most mem- 
orably in June 1966, the month before England lifted the World 
Cup, two months before The Beatles released Revolver , and a year 
so cool it’s preserved in a pop-cultural permafrost. Ford won at Le 
Mans again in 1967, ’68 and ’6 9. Yes, ‘whupped’ is the word. 

Fifty years on, Ford is hoping for a glorious re-enactment, and 
isn’t stinting on the tools needed to deliver it. You can read about 
the new Focus RS elsewhere in this issue, but 12 months on from 
its shock reveal in Detroit, the new GT road car is close to sign-off, 
while its competition alter ego is ready for full-blown factory-sup- 
ported race duty in the the WEC and American IMSA series. The 
WEC squad includes highly regarded Brits Andy Priaulx and Marino 
Franchitti, and they’ll compete at Daytona, Silverstone, Spa and the 
Niirburgring, among others, in the GTE Pro category. 
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DAVID 

PERICAK 


Chicago native 
Pericak started his 
career at Ford as 
a manufacturing 
engineer working 
on door panels. 
Then Mustang 
programme 
boss, now global 
director of Ford 
Performance 


But the biggie rolls around on 18 and 19 June 
- half a century to the day since Kiwi double act 
Bruce McLaren and Chris Amon led the GT40 
Mklls in a 1-2-3 finish at Le Mans - when the US 
team will cross the Atlantic to join the others in 
an emotional assault on La Sarthe. Forget the fact 
that the new car obviously can’t surpass an LMPi 
to take an overall victory. Forget also that the 
previous mid-Noughties retro-infused Ford GT 
raced in the FIA GT3 championship and ALMS 
(American Le Mans Series). This is a Big Deal. 

The new campaign effort is triangulated be- 
tween Chip Ganassi Racing, tech specialist Multi- 
matic, and Ford Performance. A mighty power 
trio; locked into an initial two-year programme, 
all the heads involved are too wise to make daft 
predictions. But they’re equally upfront about the 
aim: to win, to win fast, and to win Le Mans. 

“The GT represents everything that is great at 
Ford,” Dave Pericak, Ford Performance global 
director, says. “When Henry Ford II said, 'Go get 
it,’ and rolled out all the resources, and they actu- 
ally did get it... well, we’re doing that again now. 
Will we win Le Mans? I don’t know. There are 
some things we can control, and some we can’t. 
But what I can say is, 'We’ve got the right prod- 
uct, the right team, the right drivers with the right 
heart and the ability to dig that little bit deeper... 
we’re extremely confident in all that.’” 


Team boss (and American racing royalty) 

Chip Ganassi is under no illusions about the 
romance - and pressure - that this latest under- 
taking attracts. “I went into my attorney’s office 
in Pittsburgh,” he tells TopGear. “Woman got in 
the elevator and said, 'You’re Chip Ganassi, aren’t 
you?’ 'Yes ma’am!’ And then she said, 'You’re tak- 
ing that Ford back to Le Mans, aren’t you?’ 'Yes, 
as a matter of fact I am...’ I gotta tell ya, that was 
shocking, even to me!” 

“If you’re a team owner in sport - any sport - 
what do you get out of it if you’re not winning?” 
Ganassi adds, clearly a man with minimal toler- 
ance for fools and an allergy to finishing second. 
Here’s his take on how it goes down. “The racing 
surface only knows four patches of rubber. It 
doesn’t know what’s on top of those four patches 
of rubber. Whoever manages those the best gets 
the most out of that particular day. 

“Look, there’s really very little reason to get 
in an accident in a 24-hour race. I tell my drivers, 
'If you hit someone, obviously it’s your fault. If 
someone hits you, it’s your fault. The only time 
it’s possibly not your fault is if a meteor falls from 
space and lands on your car.’” 

Gulp. 

What Ford gets - and we all benefit, one way 
or another - is the opportunity to develop an 
all-new, highly evolved supercar in parallel with a 
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WHO FORD HAS TO BEAT 


DON’T EXPECT ANY OF THESE TO 
LET THE GT40 GET AN EASY RIDE... 



CORVETTE 

Team America. 
Corvette’s strike 
rate at Le Mans is 
impressive: eight class 
wins out of 1 6 starts 



FERRARI 

The new 488 GTE 
has big shoes to fill: 
the 458 and 430 
racked up multiple 
wins since 2006 



ASTON MARTIN 

Since its 2005 
comeback, Aston has 
become a quiet force 
to be reckoned with 
in endurance racing 



The acknowledged 
daddy. Scored 
a 1-2 at Le Mans 
last year. The 
one to beat 


THE DRIVERS 


STEFAN 


OLIVIER 


MARINO 


ANDY 

MflCKE 


PLA 


FRANGHITTI 


PRIAULX, MBE 

Berlin-born Miicke 


Perhaps the least- 


Franchitti is 


Guernsey-based 

joins Ford after 


known of the four, 


a bona fide 


Priaulx has a bulging 

a long career 


Toulouse-born 


endurance racing 


trophy cupboard. A 

racing for Aston 


Pla raced in GP2 


legend. He 


long-time BMW 

Martin in the 


before moving into 


won overall at 


driver, he has three 

GTE-Pro class. 


sports cars. Finished 


Sebring in 2014 


ETCC and WTCC 

Back in 2001, he 


seventh at Le Mans 


racing for Ford 


championships to 

scored 11 podiums 


in ’10, in the LMP2 


Chip Ganassi, 


his credit, and made 

in the German 


Ginetta-Zytek, and 


and other highlights 


the transition from 

F3 championship, 


was runner-up in 


include 


single-seaters to 

and was picked up 


the European Le 


championship 


touring cars with 

by Mercedes-Benz 


Mans Series in ’12. 


honours in the 


huge success. Has 

for a works drive in 


Successful in the 


2013 ALMS, 


won at the Ring and 

the DTM. Drove 


TUDOR series in 


and countless 


Sebring. A karting 

the LMP1 Aston 


the US in ’14, he 


other wins in the US 


star, he first made 

Martin in 2008 


was a Nissan LMP1 


and appearances 


his mark in British 

and 2009 


driver last season 


at Le Mans 


hill-climbing 














“Other than some items like the fixed wing, 
the road car is the same as the racecar” 


racecar. This obviously spurs on a manu- 
facturer, and the relative relatability of the 
WEC’s sports-car contenders surely 
accounts for the series’ growing audience at 
a time when Fi seems to be suffering anoth- 
er self-imposed nervous breakdown. Pericak 
agrees that the GTE-Pro class is arguably 
the most fun of all, and is clear about the 
value of the crossover. 

“When we put the road car next to the 
racecar, other than some items like the fixed 
wing, they are the same car. I’ll repeat - it’s 
the same car. We’re thrilled to be racing 
again, and going back to Le Mans, and it’s a 
huge deal for the company. But the GT road 
car is really more important in this whole 
story for Ford: it serves the brand globally. 
Plus, we haven’t shared a lot of the IP 
[intellectual property] in the car with you 
guys yet, a lot of which will find its way into 
the rest of the range.” 

The road car arrives at the end of 2016, 
powered by the same 3.5-litre, twin-turbo 
EcoBoost V6 as the racecar but, thanks to 
the FIA’s controversial 'balance of perfor- 
mance’ regulations, packing more power 
than its track sibling. Well over 45okW, in 
fact, to go with that carbon-fibre chassis and 
aero-efficient body. Pericak confirms that 
demand is comprehensively outstripping 
the planned 250 cars per year, and a Ferrari- 
style client vetting process is planned to 
weed out speculators. 

Back to the race team. Choosing drivers, 
says Pericak, was a “very collaborative pro- 
cess between Ganassi, Multimatic and Ford. 
We carried out a rigorous analysis, and it 
quickly became clear where we were headed. 
Each party came in with a wish list, there 
were a lot of similarities, and between the 
IMSA and the WEC, we got the names we 
wanted. There was no shortage of talent... 
we’ve had drivers under contract to other 


OEMs knocking on the door for months.” 

Triple WTCC champion, DTM driver, 
and Le Mans veteran Andy Priaulx is a high- 
profile defector after 13 years with BMW. 
“When I told them where I was going and 
what the programme was, they said, 'You’ve 
got to do it. Go and win Le Mans.’ They rec- 
ognised the opportunity. It’s a no-brainer, 
isn’t it? Let’s put it this way, I haven’t woken 
up during the night in a cold sweat thinking, 
'What have I just done?”’ 

Marino Franchitti, meanwhile, is posi- 
tively evangelical, not least because he’s al- 
ready racked up some serious development 
kilometres in the GT. “It goes even better 
than it looks, which is saying something,” he 
enthuses. “I was in tune with it immediate- 
ly, and that’s not something that happens 
as often as you’d like. I drove the FCGR 
Prototype at Sebring back in 2014, which 
had the same EcoBoost engine. They’ve 
made massive steps forward, and you just 
wouldn’t know it’s turbocharged. 

“It also means that getting the set-up 
right will be easier. I gave Olivier [co-driver 
Pla] as much information as I could on how 
the GT would feel, and he reckoned it was 
exactly as I’d said. There’ll be some idio- 
syncrasies, but for me as a sports-car driver, 
the car has a fastest way to go, and whoever 
goes fastest, well, that’s how you set it up.” 

Franchitti is a romantic soul, too. 

“To follow in the footsteps of Amon and 
McLaren, then the all-American win, Bianchi 
and Rodriguez, and the two Jackies, Ickx 
and Oliver, is amazing,” he says. “And as a 
Scotsman, and a Jim Clark, Jackie Stewart 
and Colin McRae fan, the Ford relationship 
is a genuinely big deal to me. This isn’t just 
marketing stuff. This is Ford in maximum 
attack mode.” 

And there’s a new Ferrari to beat. Take 
that, Enzo. 


PLANET / FORD RETURNS TO LE MANS 


^^MGLORIES 

SO WHAT DOES THIS GT40 HAVE TO LIVE UP TO? 

Ford in the early Sixties was hardly suffused with racing 
expertise. In fact, an expat Brit called Roy Lunn was pretty 
much the only person in the entire organisation who knew how 
to create a racing car. Partly inspired by his work on the 1962 
Mustang 1 concept, he and Don Frey presented a competition 
programme to Ford execs, who had zero idea of what was 
required but green-lit it anyway. 

Lunn was sent back home to sort it. Next into the frame was 
Lola’s Eric Broadley, whose homebrew car used a Ford V8, and 
former Aston Martin team boss John Wyer. The rather ad hoc 
Advanced Vehicles operation got to work in an industrial estate 
in Slough, of all places, and Bruce McLaren was hired to 
evaluate a Lola-based prototype in 1963. A primitive computer 
helped calibrate the suspension geometry. Against the many 
odds, chassis GT/101 was flown to New York in time to debut at 
the motor show, barely two days after it was finished by Abbey 
Panels in Coventry. That was April 1964. 

The rest is history, and about as good as it gets. But the 
wins didn’t come early, or easily. The GT40 debuted at the 
Niirburgring 1000km a month later, but retired with 
suspension failure. When all three cars failed to finish at Le 
Mans in June, Ford replaced grumpy Wyer with irascible Texan 
genius Carroll Shelby, and things began to turn around. The 
Mkll car ran a 7.0-litre V8, and though 1965 was patchy, 1966 
brought that epochal 1-2-3 at Le Mans. The photo finish upset 
Ford driver Ken Miles, who had to settle for second place. 
Tragically, he died two months later while evaluating a new 
prototype at the Riverside circuit in California. 

More glory followed in 1967, the all-American line-up of 
A.J Foyt and Dan Gurney beating Ferrari’s seminal (and 
Daytona-winning) 330 P4s. In 1968, with Wyer back at the 
helm and new engines, Pedro Rodriguez and Lucien Bianchi 
(the late Jules’s uncle) won, the only one of four GT40s to do 
so. The great Jacky Ickx and Jackie Oliver saw out the Sixties 
with the car’s last win. Soon, Ferrari would abandon sports-car 
racing completely. And the Porsche takeover would commence. 







A DIP IN THE SEA JUST GOT A LOT MORE TERRIFYING 



Give us the basics... 

Its green and wedgy, and develops 
522kW from a six-cylinder power 
pack, or engine as anyone outside 
of the American military would call 
it. It also has eight-wheel drive, or all- 
wheel drive, if you like. 

What else? 

Its basic job is to transport US Marines 
from ship to shore, whether that shore 
is rocky, sandy, snowy or indeed any 
combination thereof 


So it can swim? 

The V-shaped hull is great for buoyancy 
- a guick glance at an actual boat will 
confirm this - but also the best shape 
to deflect underbody explosions from 
mines and lEDs, something the world 
learnt from our very own South African 
Defense Force. 

Any other tricks? 

Passengers suspended in hammock-like 
sling seats, meaning there’s a margin of 
trauma safety in the case of a blast. 


You sure it won’t sink? 

Don’t panic - the ACV’s makers say 
it’s amphibious “from the ground up”, 
which is probably a good place to 
start when you plan to wade through, 
say, an ocean. 

What’s the point? 

Even baddies need holidays. But the 
ACV is enough to surprise even the 
evillest villain as he enjoys a last-minute 
beach break. With this thing on duty, 
sunburn is the least of his worries. 



TOP SPEED (WATER) 


SPEC 

SHEET 


ENGINE 


6cyl diesel 


POWER 


522 kW 


Automatic, 8WD 


105k P h 


RANGE (LAND) 


467 kilometres 


19 kilometres 


PASSENGERS 


Late 2016 


PLANET T6 / 


RIVALS: 
NEED AN 
AMPHIBIAN? 

YOU KNOW WHERE 
TO COME... 


1 .Toybota 

It took TopGear to France. Then sank 


2. TG Hovervan 

The enemy of waterfowl everywhere 


3. Dampervan 

Converts easily into a submersible 





28 MARCH 2016 


-> TOPGEAR. CO. ZA 


PHOTOS: MANUFACTURERS 















Clere for Men is enriched 
with glycerine to provide 
24 hour skin hydration. 
It contains vitamin E and 
A to keep skin nourished, 
healthy and looking good. 
The range of body lotions 
and cremes is available 
in two distinctly masculine 
fragrances, IQ and PHI, 
for the man who knows 
what he wants. 



Body Lotion 


Gqdy Lotion 


www.limelightsa.co.za 


LL/CFM/1159/E 



OUR CHOICE OF THIS MONTH’S TOP-SPEC STUFF 





me is triple-finished stainless 
steel (another half second), while the polyvalent lenses are 
treated with three layers of anti-reflective coating (at least 
a minute). Don’t forget TAG Heuer’s connection to the 
Ayrton Senna Foundation - by now you’ve lapped the 
entire field, without even having donned your overalls. 

So there you have it: the fastest sunglasses in the world. 
R4100; sportvision.co.za 


TAG HEUER LINK RACING SPORT 


You wouldn’t be mistaken in thinking the name 
seems reminiscent of the Swiss company’s watch 
series. The link to the Link is in the appearance of 
the LRS’s hinge mechanism - a throwback to the 
eponymous wristy’s bracelet. 

Made to fit under your helmet, the LRS has straight 
elastomer temples, which - according to the press release 
- “add to the sporty look”. That’s got to be worth at least 
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G AR M IN DASH CAM 55 

Dashcamming goes up a gear with the 
HD-enabled Garmin 35. It warns drivers about 
upcoming red lights, potential forward collisions, and 
fixed speed cameras. GPS-enabled, it records 
direction and speed of travel, and location - and there’s 
a G-meter, too. R3199; garminonline.co.za 


BMW MOTORSPORT T-SHIRT 

" 7 \ There are T-shirts; and then there’s this one. 

' Different, bold and striking - mere ownership 
of this cut and printed piece of cotton buys you 
lifetime membership of the most exclusive and 
sought-after fraternity on the planet: the M-club. 
R496*; BMW dealers countrywide 


WESTERN DIGITAL MY PASSPORT X 

~ 7 \ Portable gaming is no longer limited to 
' lugging your console around. The 2TB WD 
Passport X stores up to 50 of your XBOX or PC 
games, so you can simply take this and plug in at your 
gaming buddy’s house. Comes with USB2.0 and 3.0 
interface. R1 829; takealot.com 
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Oh dear, what’s this? Forget Marty McFly’s 
DeLorean; this is the ultimate time-travel ticket. 

This DBC-611-1DF (see, it even has a nerdy name) 
takes the most ardent anorakness light years beyond that of 
The Big Bang Theory. 

Schoolgoers from the eighties will immediately recognise 
this timepiece - banned from maths tests at the time, today 
it just defines geek chic. The Casio’s so-called ‘databank’ 
stores phone numbers and email addresses (not particularly 
useful, considering cell phones have been doing this for the 
last two decades, and they do even more nowadays; but 
hey), though it’s also able to perform arithmetic and currency 
conversions without you having to download an app first. 

Topping off its next-level nerdiness is the fact that the 
instruction booklet advises the owner that the DBC-61T1DF 
will lose approximately 30 seconds per month. Yawn. Frown. 
Smile. Feel good. Yes, those are your Coke-bottle-bottom 
lenses fogging up at the prospect of trotting out that piece 
of trivia to the girl at the water cooler. Good luck. 

R1274; thecasioshop.co.za 


Retro 

time 

This month's best wristwear 


WATCHES 


CASIO DATABANK 


< HEV/TlUt 


REC P-51 AUTOMATIC 


The last time we heard from Jonathan 
Kamstrup, the Danish watchmaker was 
making watches out of old Minis. Now he’s 
progressed to Sixties Mustangs (the plane, not the 
car), using bits of salvaged metal to form the face. 
R21 664; recwatches.com 


CHRISTOPHER WARD PULSOMETER 

H Want to check your heart rate but don’t fancy a 
smart watch? Now you can: find your pulse, and 
as the second hand passes 12, count 30 beats. On the 
final one, note the corresponding unit on the outer 
scale - the red one - and bingo, you know your heart 
rate. Job done. R18774; christopherward.co.uk 


TUDOR BLACK BAY BLACK 


H it’s a new, moodier version of the 2012 
Black Bay, which was itself inspired by 
the famous Tudor Submariner from the Fifties. And if 
it all feels very familiar, it’s because Tudor is a Rolex 
relative, recently relaunched in Europe. 

TBC; tudorwatch.com 
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n the Thirties, the crash- 
test dummy was still a 
thing of the future. So if 
you wanted to under- 
stand how a human body 
fared in an impact, you had two choices: 
a) find a willing stuntman, or b) strap a 
cadaver into the driver’s seat. 

Actually, you couldn’t even strap it 
in, because proper seatbelts were yet 
to be invented. Instead, in order to 
understand the crushing forces involved, 
researchers would drop metal balls onto 
a corpse’s head, or throw it down a lift 
shaft before taking readings from crude 
accelerometers. 


From 
the TG 


THIS MAN EMBRACED DANGER 
FOR YOUR IMPROVED SAFETY... 


WORDS: DAN READ 


Blink 

& you’ll buy it 



THIS MONTH S TOP LOT 

Mazda Cosmo 
Sport Series II 


982cc twin-rotor Wankel 
1970 

28 January, 

RM Sotheby’s 
R1.32m 


Mazda didn’t invent the rotary 
engine, but we’d forgive you if you 
thought it had. After all, it used 
them from the Sixties right up to 
a few years ago, when it canned 
the RX-8 and didn’t replace it. 
Rotary engines were just its thing. 
For Mazda, it all began in the late 
Sixties with a tiny, brilliantly fun and 
interestingly-styled coupe called the 
Cosmo. It was the first production 
car powered by a dual-rotor rotary 
engine (the NSU Spider, with its 
single-rotor engine, beat the Cosmo 
to market by a few years). Output 
ceased in the early Seventies, after 
a little more than 1500 had been 
made. Cosmos aren’t quite as 
sought-after as the other Japanese 
coupe of the period - the Toyota 
2000 GT - but are still massively 
collectible nonetheless. This one is 


1.WH0 

Ross Collins 


2. WHAT 


Crash testing 


3. WHERE 

Detroit, USA 


4. WHEN 

1971 


Unsurprisingly, this raised a few scientific issues, along with some trou- 
bling ethical concerns. So by the early Fifties, cadaver testing was phased out. 
Early dummies took over, but it would be many years before they did reliable 
impressions of floppy human beings. 

In the meantime, carmakers recruited from the land of the living. Some 
volunteers were strapped to rocket sleds and subjected to eye-popping 
deceleration tests. Others were more fortunate. In 1971, for example, GM 
employed a circus high diver called Ross Collins, though he never went near 
a car. Instead, he made 16 dives from an 18-metre platform, slamming into a 
foam pad at 64kph. Telemetry showed he could regularly sustain impacts of 
48g, higher than previously thought safe. But, of course, taking the 'sponge 
plunge’, as Collins called it, still involved a fairly cushy landing. 

Which is why, after briefly experimenting with pigs, GM finally developed 
a dummy known as Hybrid III, which gave birth to a whole family that we 
still use today. There are child dummies, mummy dummies and even dummy 
dogs. None of which, mercifully, must be returned to a graveyard after use. 


a Series II. You want it. 
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THE CARS THAT MATTER. DRIVEN, TESTED AND RATED THE TOPGEAR WAY 



LEXUS RX HURACAN LP580-2 BMW 7 SERIES 

Japanese X5 pretender imprnves - by staying tbe same 4G2kW? Rear-wheel-drive only? Eeeek! Able to drive itself. Not that you’d want to let it 





The long-awaited Focus RS’s most compelling trait is not its rapacio 
appetite for speed; but rather, its conflicted character n hmij 




on’t pretend you’re flippin* 
lifestyle journalists”, roars 
Ford SA’s journo-recently- 
turned-PR gleefully as 
Turkish Airlines flight 1301 descends over 
the orange orchards framing the city of 
Valencia. It’s his first trip overseas having 
to chaperone a contingent of reprobate 
motoring writers. “We all know how this 
works. It’s game time!” 

Except, not quite; for what first 
follows are the obligatory obstacles with 
officialdom at border control: travelling 
with two passports tends to do that. Then 
a scuffle at the luggage belt, as the suitcase 
of someone from Team SA is seemingly 
still being subjected to pilfering some 
11 000km away, at OR Tambo. Once free, 
finally, and sheepishly following a clip- 
board-clutching Ford-clad official from the 
airport’s arrivals area to the waiting wolf 
pack of Focus RSs in the parking lot, there 
is no doubt as to what lies ahead. 

The Focus R allye Sport is Ford’s 
submission to the holy trinity of all-wheel 
drive 250-plus-kilowatt hyper-hatches - 
and for the moment, and until their GT 
supercar arrives next year, the centrepiece 
in Ford’s shop window of speed. 

In 2015, internet service providers the 
world over groaned when the news broke 
that Ford’s new, third-gen RS would be the 
first of its type to feature all-wheel drive. 


And so it does: to offer its front Michelins 
respite from having to transfer all those 
257kW and 440Nm to the tarmac - and to 
turn drivers called into pilots chosen, as 
we’d soon discover. 

Ford’s information session wasn’t as 
much a press conference as a technical 
briefing: the Focus RS actually has 470 
Newtons continuously on tap, as long as 
the throttle is released - even for just one 
millisecond - every 15 seconds: blame 
emissions legislation, not any purposeful 
production limitation. 

Simplicity begets sophistication: the 
AWD system has no active differential 
and no coupling. Instead, it’s a three-piece 
prop shaft with a set of electro-hydraulic 
clutches fitted to the rear axle, comple- 
mented by brake-based torque vectoring. 
Seventy per cent of the power can be sent 
to the oversped rear axle (intentionally 
and uniquely so geared) , or 100 per cent 
to each of the rear wheels. The goal, Ford 
says, is AWD-like traction and RWD han- 
dling, unlike the restrictive FWD-biased 
Haldex systems of the A45 and RS3. 

And, and - you can only have it with a 
manual gearbox: as it is in heaven. 

ST comparisons? The mesh on the RS’s 
grille allows 29 per cent more air to pass 
through (an 85- versus 56-per-cent free 
cross section) , it has a snappier steering 
rack (allowing two turns from lock to 



SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



Fastest way around 
corners is in Track, not 
Drift mode. Sorry 



Exhaust a work of art, 
but pushes emissions 
legislation boundaries 



RS shoppers can 
spec one of three 
Recaro designs 


lock) , and set to their maximum mode, its 
two-stage Tenneco dampers are 40% stiff- 
er the ST’s. The springs themselves are 23 
(front) and 38 (rear) per cent firmer. 

Every entry on the RS aero addendum 
ticks the box marked 'functional’: the front 
ducts send cold air to the 350mm Brem- 
bos, while the lower control arms have air 
deflectors fitted to flick air up to the discs 
(incidentally, the largest ever fitted to a 
Ford RS model) . Aerodynamically, the 
goal during the RS’s development phase 
was to entirely eliminate front and rear lift 
- and Ford has done it. Feat beat. 

But did they get the driving bit right? 
The Ricardo Tormo MotoGP track was ap- 
pointed the RS’s proving ground - preced- 
ed the previous day by an afternoon’s 
mountain-pass driving, in which some 
members of the media might or might not 
have enjoyed a brush with the Guardia 
Civil. Public roads revealed the RS suspen- 
sion to be pleasantly (if not surprisingly) 
real-world liveable; then again, there’s 
a reason Spain is such a popular launch 
destination for manufacturers... 

But forget what you know about driv- 
ing a hot hatch: the RS will not understeer 
on a public road. And on a circuit, it will 
only happen if you haven’t done any brak- 
ing before starting to saw for the apex. 

When their services aren’t required, 
the clutches disengage to let the rear axle 
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EDITED FOR CONTENT. 



coast along, but what the Focus does best 
is tease - no, provoke - the driver into 
jumping on the throttle as soon as he 
dares after turning in. From here you can 
feel the power shifting under you as steer- 
with-the-rear suddenly reports for duty in 
milliseconds, complemented by the voo- 
doo of torque-vectoring; but it all happens 
so intuitively, and with eerily minimal 
steering input required. Outworldly. 

Drift mode? An industry first, and a 
concept ( afterthought : a gimmick ) I strug- 
gled to marry with the purity of hot hatch- 
ness at first. To demonstrate, media were 
allowed to do their worst in the RS around 
a circle of cones in the track’s paddock 
area. It’s a violent sensation - the g-forces 
wrestle for your innards as the nose wants 
to tuck in (uncharacteristically, you steer 
into the slide instead of out of it) , while 
the rear wants to swing around simulta- 
neously in a controlled mode. 'Drifting’, 
then, in this context, is perhaps a bit of a 
misnomer: ‘hoon mode’ would be a better 
descriptor. Think WRC car doing 
post-win donuts, rather than a rubber- 
hating M5 owner. 

As with the ST, it’s an endeavour to 
find an optimal driving position. Other 
reservations are that the seats are too 
high, and the pedals too far apart to enable 
easy heel-and-toeing (see Renault Megane 
Trophy for a masterclass) . Similarly, the 


As in the ST, the 


RS’s engine noise 


is still pumped 


into the cabin - 


though thankfully. 


not through the 


speakers 


VW GOLF R 

The cheapest and 
most complete 
competitor to the 
Focus. If only it 
had the full 
220 kW in SA 



2 

3 

4 

5 


Holy shift, a manual! Very rare, 
though not a very sporty-feeling one. 
Come on Ford, build us a DCT 

Launch control sequence hidden 
away in too many submenus, when 
a button would make more sense 

Cabin is surprisingly RS badge-free; 
ordinary, even. Not even an Alcan- 
tara-clad steering wheel? 

Shift light illuminates at 5900rpm; 
red line comes at 6800rpm 


Last Focus RS Nurburgring lap time 
was a disappointing 8.26. Ford says 
this one is faster, but not by how much 


THE RIVAL 
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throw of the gear lever is too long (hello 
Trophy, again), and reminiscent of lesser 
Focuses; and already we’ve been told that 
as with all other Fords, the RS won’t have 
the option of satnav in SA. 

The RS won’t drift in Track or Sport 
modes, but the rear will do as it’s told 
when in the appropriate mischief mode; 
though only under provocation, and all 
the while in a semi-civilised way, because 
the front tyres never stop pulling - which 


Couldn’t - and 
didn’t - dis- 
appoint. But 
a little more 
tarmac rally 
car than hot 
hatch as you 
know it. Let 
the shootouts 
begin: game 
time, indeed 


maximises (intentionally, one suspects) 
the car’s muppet-friendliness. Launch 
mode - hidden too far away, in a series 
of sub-menus - sets a soft rev limit at 
5000rpm, after which the clutch is side- 
stepped as a hair-trigger for the ensuing 
blast-off sequence. At 1600kg the Focus 
RS isn’t light, but the knowledge of the 
urgency of having to change gear yourself 
in a post-launch control sequence allows 
an appreciation of the RS’s accelerative 
potential. Had it been fitted with a dual- 
clutcher, it’d be a proper weapon. 

And herein are sown the seeds of the 
Focus RS’s discordant personality. For 
starters, the RS doesn’t feel as rapid as 
one might expect; but the figures don’t lie. 
Similarly, one adores it for being a manual 
- and for having all the old-school charm 
of the trippodding hot hatches of yore, 
when FWD was the default and 1 15kW too 
much. But the game has moved on; most 
particularly in the premier league where 
the RS wants to play, in which two clutches, 


An interesting dilemma. In 
Europe the Ford Focus RS 
fetches the equivalent of R71 2k; 
though strangely, in Australian 
dollars it’s a far more affordable 
R573k. Local pricing, when 
the car arrives here in Q3 and 
in extremely limited numbers, 
will inevitably be affected by its 
competitors: the Golf R DSG 
(R554k), Civic Type R (R586k), 
Merc A45(R683k) and RS3 
(R710k). We’re estimating 
around R650kforthe Focus RS. 


two pedals and four-comer traction are 
essentials, not luxuries. Though if the man- 
ual gearbox hails from Noah’s ark, the RS’s 
AWD system is a light sabre: light, compact, 
clever, with drifting as an evolutionary 
consequence rather than a priority. 

Its simply extraordinary tractive 
faculties advance the Focus RS to an 
ambassadorial capacity for what currently 
resides at the outer limits of hot hatch- 
dom. And while its qualitative traits can 
be likened to metal far more exotic, by 
contrast the Ford’s abilities are configured 
for democracy rather than meritocracy. It 
asks nothing for nothing from the driver, 
but gives everything. 

It’s unquestionably the best Ford you 
can buy today, encompassing all that the 
hot hatch of tomorrow should be - and 
more. The American psycho also happens 
to be the new American idol. 


> 2261cc, 4cyl petrol turbo, AWD, MW, 440Nm #6M #7.7l/100km,175g/kmCt)2 #0-100kphin4.7sec,266kph A 1599kg R Notyet 
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DRIVES 



n opGear doesn’t really do 
style advice. If you could 
see us, tapping away at our 
keyboards, you’d know why. 
But even we can see there’s something a bit 
odd about the way this new RX looks. You 
might call it controversial. And we would’ve 
- had we been able to find anyone who ac- 
tually liked it. But, hey, one person’s ocular 
torture is another’s beauty. Suffice it to say 
that the RX’s styling isn’t really our thing. 

The rest of it is a bit more conventional. 
Remember, the RX is Lexus’s X5-sized 
SUV/crossover thing, and traditionally one 
of the company’s bestsellers overseas. The 
new one is longer, wider and therefore 
more spacious than the car it replaces, and 
there’s even a conventional 2.0-litre petrol 
engine on offer - minus all the hybridisa- 
tion of the popular 450h driven here. 

The 3.5-litre V6 is married to a fun- 
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BMWX530D 

Pricey, but bigger 
- and probably at 
least as economical 




Leather, leather 


everywhere... 


j Thanks, Lexus 

r ' 


VERDICT 

A big, comfy, 
decent thing 
for people 
who don’t 
really care 
about cars 


sapping CVT gearbox and an electric 
motor (the rear axle has its own for the 
maybe three occasions a year you’ll need 
AWD). It’ll run on electricity alone for a 
pointlessly small distance - it’s not a plug- 
in, so all the energy is regenerated from 
the powertrain - and only at slow, city-like 
speeds. The result is that the RX is more 
economical around town that it is out of it, 
where speeds are higher and the engine 
has to run more often. 

And that’s irritating, because the RX 
really is good at covering distance. The 
seats are brilliantly comfortable, too, and 
the drivetrain suitably hushed. But on a 
160-kilometre highway run, we averaged 
an indicated 8.31/1 00km. Lexus claims 5.5. 


Inside it’s all very leathery. Seemingly 
every surface you brush up against is 
swathed in the stuff. It’s a guality product. 
The nav screen is dominating, but not a 
patch on BMW’s Drive. The satnav doesn’t 
accept a full postcode when searching for 
a destination, and the way traffic info is 
overlayed on the map can be confusing. 

In spite of all these little issues, the RX 
isn’t bad at all. Yet there’s a bigger issue - 
the technology that underpins the new RX 
has barely progressed at all from the old 
one. Lexus needed to do more. 

Nonetheless, this is comfortable and 
stress-free, if not entirely ground-breaking. 
It’s attractive, but sometimes beauty needs 
to be backed up by some brio as well. 


specs > # 345Bcc VB S two elec motors, 4WD,230kW,335N m •CVT fe 5.7l/100km, 131g/km C02 # O-IOOkph in 7.7sec, 200kph ^ 2210kg R R009K 
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LAMBORGHINI HURACAN LP580-2 


Rear [drive] 
of the year 

Lose two driving wheels. Gain drift heroism 


car built to do slides. When 
all’s said and done, and 
whether you actually choose 
to indulge or not, that’s 
the raison d'etre of this new Lamborghini 
Huracan LP580-2. OK, one of the raisons. 
The other is both more relevant and pro- 
saic: it enables Lamborghini to lower the 
ownership entry point by around R500k. 

This allows the 4wd Huracan to con- 
tinue its battle against the Ferrari 488 GTB 
and McLaren 650S, while the 2wd version 
can fight on a new front against the 
McLaren 570S, Audi R8 and Porsche 911 
Turbo. OK, so it’s cheap for the top sector 
and expensive for the lower, but the arrival 
of this model undoubtedly enhances and 
extends Lamborghini’s market appeal. 

But let’s get back to oversteer, because, 
well, because Lamborghini says so. The 
firm says there are five pillars on which 
this new model has been built: handling, 
load transfer, wheel control, steering feel 
and POWER OVERSTEER. The capitals 
are mine, but thoroughly deserved. When 


was the last time you heard a car company 
being that blatant about anything? 

So let’s have a look at what’s been done 
to make this Ken Block’s kind of supercar. 
Firstly, it’s worth pointing out that a rear- 
drive Huracan has been part of the model 
plan from the very beginning. That wasn’t 
the case with the Gallardo LP550-2 Bal- 
boni back in 2009, to which not much was 
done apart from removal of the necessary 
bits of hardware. 

This time, a more considered approach 
has been taken - it’s not only lighter, but 
also softer. Simple stuff: ditching all the 
unnecessary hardware has saved 33kg 
(all-up weight with fluids is 1497kg) and 
shifted the weight distribution rearwards 
from 43:57 to 40:60. R&D chief Maurizio 
Reggiani tells me that the aim was for the 
car to move around a bit more, to be more 
sensitive to weight transfer; so to that end, 
the front springs, dampers and anti-roll 
bar have been backed off by about 10 
per cent. Same at the rear, but to a lesser 
extent - about five per cent. 



SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



Third from the left. 
ESP. That’s the most 
important one 



Lambo call this 
the Anima button. 
Sport’s the fun mode 



Paddles access the 
seven-speed twin- 
dutch box. It’s good 


The steering has been adjusted 
too, both the standard system and the 
much-derided optional variable-rack 
Dynamic set-up, to deliver more con- 
sistency and feel. And the engine? That 
drops 22kW, to 427kW. Why bother? To 
differentiate the cars, basically. But oper- 
ating within the standard engine’s safety 
margins, they’ve been able to adjust the 
whole line of the power curve. 

Max thrust now arrives 250rpm earlier, 
at 8000rpm; the downside being that the 
fun stops 250rpm sooner, at 8500rpm. To 
be honest, that’s no biggie, and the trade- 
off is that the curve-massaging means the 
engine actually feels even more nuts at 
the top end, with a significant extra burst 
of energy above 6500rpm. It’ll still do 
0-100kph in 3.4secs and on to 320kph, so 
no, not slow - on par with the other rivals 
I mentioned, and both noisier and more 
exuberant than any of them. 

Outside, there are new front and 
rear bumpers that are fractionally less 
aggressive, and - controversially - no 






LP580-2 badges whatsoever. If it were 
mine, I’d want everyone to know Pd 
bought the rear-wheel-drive one. It’s 
a curious omission. On the one hand, 
Lambo makes a big song and dance 
about the car’s dynamic ability, while 
on the other, it doesn’t allow onlookers to 
know exactly what it is you’re driving. No 
one will be able to tell from the 
styling amendments - just too subtle. 

If I’m honest, I feared the LP580-2 
would be a bit clumsy at skidding about. I 
thought it might be snatchy and difficult. 
On this evidence, that’s not the case. 

We’re at Losail Circuit in Qatar. It’s a long 
way to go to only be allowed to drive the 
car around a track, but as a place to test 
Lambo’s claims, it’s about perfect. 

The first thing you notice is the 
extra body roll. It’s not much, but Lambo 
has, of course, measured it - this one 
achieves 1.81 degrees of roll, while the 
4WD hits only 1.52 degrees. Small shift, 
you might think, but you do notice it. Not 
because the reactions are slower, but 
because you feel the weight move around 
as you accelerate, brake and turn. This 
means that through corners, the LP580-2 
is very sensitive to throttle inputs. You can 
adjust your trajectory and line with little 
lifts and prods. It’s very satisfying. 

Or, of course, you can just clog it mid- 
corner and see what happens... 

And what you’ll find, if you give it 
a good prod in second, is that the tail arcs 



Power is down 
by 22kW. You 
won't care 



wide progressively, and when you chicken 
out due to the noise and drama and terror, 
it steps back into line smoothly as well. 

I’m not saying it’s as friendly as a Mazda 
MX-5, because it’s not - you’re not going 
to go skidding around your nearest super- 
market traffic circle, cackling wildly, with 
clouds of smoke billowing in your noisy, 
acrid wake - but it won’t spit you into the 
scenery, either. Countach 2016 it is not. 

At least, not without good reason. The 
ESP can only be fully, fully disabled in 
Corsa mode, but that also stiffens 
up the suspension, making things a bit 
trickier; so you switch back to Sport, 
but then even when the traction claims it’s 
fully off, it’s not. And Lambo hasn’t yet 
developed an answer to Ferrari’s insta- 
hero Side Slip Control. The ESP here will 
rein things in smoothly, but won’t let you 
hang it all out either. 

Here’s a weird one, though: there’s 
actually more body roll in Sport than 
in Strada (street) mode. That’s the mode 
that Sant’Agata’s engineers have chosen to 
deliver the most interaction, movement 
and fun. And it is a laugh to drive. The V10 
makes a properly addictive commotion, 
howling, popping and banging around 
the circuit, happily toying with the edge 
of oversteer if you barrel out of corners 
with enough determination. It’s raucous, 
amusing and surprisingly supple. 

However, we need to discuss the 
steering. There was some confusion about 
whether the cars had Dynamic steering 
fitted or not. The absence of feedback and 
texture suggested they did, the optional 
system’s variable rack (chosen by 90 per 
cent of Huracan buyers) trading off feel 
against in-town ease. However, it was 
finally confirmed that they actually had 
the standard steering, which, given the 
slight turn-in understeer and lack of detail, 
a cause for concern when those front 
wheels are only burdened by steering. 

It could have well been that the 
track was dusty, robbing the tyres 
of a little bite and grip, but either 
way, the Huracan’s front end wasn’t 
communicating as well as I’d hoped. 

I suspect this wouldn’t be any sort 
of issue on-road, and like I said, the 
chassis was nicely adjustable through 
corners. If it were me, I’d have this over 
the LP610-4. It’s a little more exuberant 
and enthusiastic about life, more fun to be 
with, less of an Audi R8 clone. And that’s 
what a Lamborghini is all about. 


specs # 5204cc, V10, RWD, 427kW, 540Nm #7M •l1.9l/100km,278g/kmC02 #0-100kptiin3.4sec,320kptimax 1437kg R R4.5m 
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This is Ken 
Block s kind 
of supercar’ 
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even sisters. Not a terrible 
new reality series; in fact, 
a collective noun for the 
world’s original oil-company 
cartel. Of the original seven, only four sis- 
ters remain, and their survivability is being 
severely tested by brutally low oil prices. 

So laughably low, in fact, that you can 
buy a barrel of oil for less than a bucket of 
KFC’s very best chicken. 

BMW’s new 7 Series isn’t bettering the 
fate of the modern (i.e. merged) seven 
sisters. Here is a limousine, with all its 
latent luxury - massaging seats, more 
tablet interfaces than a drone landing zone 


- which, in 730d configuration, puffs out 
only 131 grams of C02 per kilometre and 
averages 5l/100km, both numbers besting 
a 120i. They’re ridiculous statistics, and 
are rather bad news for people who make 
their living selling crude oil. 

This amazing efficiency disarms any 
conflict flashpoint regarding a 7 Series 
family vehicle purchase, should one of 
your privately educated - and immensely 
privileged - children be a social justice or 
environmental warrior of sorts. Luxury 
motoring has never come with less of an 
opportunity cost to the welfare of arctic 
mammals or people without shoes. But 




SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



Signature kidneys 
now feature 
active aero slats 



Rudolph Diesel 
studied in Munich, 
you know 



Laser lights range 
to 600 m, twice 
anything xenon 


should you desire the Darwinian superiori- 
ty of running over - literally - proletarian 
hopes of survival in a BMW, there’s always 
the ghostly sibling 7 Series clone from dis- 
tant cousins Rolls-Royce, tallying double 
the consumption and nearly treble the 
ocean-rising emissions. 

In principle, this is the most advanced 
vehicle BMW’s ever made that you can 
actually get into with an artificial hip, 
effectively a touch more than five metres 
of mobile micro-processing. Imagine it as 
the more liveable, luxury evolution of the 
i8. 'Has he gone mad?’ you ask. Not quite. 
Drivetrain aside, the 730d has offset the 
ballooning mass of its amazing amalga- 
mation of processors and wiring with 
some very cleverly engineered composite 
structural bracing - similar in type, though 
not as ambitious in scale, to the i8’s 
carbon-fibre chassis. 

Those carbon bits make this sixth 
7 (codename Gil) 130kg lighter than 
it would otherwise have been. That’s a 
five-and-a-bit-metre limousine, with more 
comfort and better entertainment than 
your lounge, at only 1735kg. And I very 
much doubt your lounge can roll down the 
street to lOOkph in 6.1 seconds. 

The suite of technology on board the 
new 7 is a tally of geek fantasy almost 


specs # 2933cc, Beyl turbodiesel, RWD, 195kW, B20Nm *8A •5l/100km,131g/kmC02 •0-100kphin6.1sec,250kph * 1735kg R 81.365m 
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bordering on the digital occult: even more 
artificial automotive intelligence than 
the 'ultimate driving machine’ marketing 
tagline we’ve come to experience, know 
and trust as gospel truth from BMW. 
Gesture recognition, for instance; instead 
of tap-touching the infotainment screen, 
you need only mimic tablet-type pinch, 
swipe and scroll hand motions, which are 
interpreted as the tangible. Inestimably 
clever; though how many 7 Series custom- 
ers - mostly people in their late 40s, and 
more - wish to appear to be conducting a 
symphony in traffic? 

Nothing, though, is as fourth-machine- 
age ominous as this 7’s driver-assistance 
systems - perhaps more accurately 
understood as driver-replacement schemes. 
After a day spent with the 7, there is no 
reason to fear our future robot overlords. 
The machines want to humour us: BMW’s 
7 is proof. (And I specifically use the word 
'spent’ instead of 'driving’, because it’s 
hard to say who was responsible for naviga- 
tion and piloting most of the time: me, or 
the 730.) 

Let there be no illusion: the hardware’s 
on board to enable full autonomous driv- 
ing. Engage the most shepherding guise of 
BMW’s cruise control and you don’t even 
have to steer, the 7 following any vehicle 
ahead of it with the obedient commitment 
of a Labrador zooming in on Dunlop’s fin- 


THE RIVAL 



MERCEDES- 
BENZ S320 

S-Class still out- 
sells it two-to-one. 
But most of those 
are AMGs. Still the 
one to be driven in 


VERDICT 


Sufficient 
technology to 
remove the 
driver; sus- 
pension that 
makes it more 
of a driver’s car 
than ever. The 
one to drive 


est green tennis ball. Well, until you follow 
said vehicle into a curve with too much 
angle, or attempt to orbit a traffic circle, 
when some finger and palm intervention 
is required. Current legislation’s obviously 
tapered the software control parameters, 
because people can’t be entrusted with too 
much automated awesomeness all at once - 
hence, the remote-key-activated self-park- 
ing function’s not enabled in South Africa 
either. But in principle, this car renders the 
status of its right front occupant acutely 
ambiguous: driver or passenger? 

Fabulously complex dual-axle 
air-suspension with 30mm of ride height 
adjustment, adeptly assisted by adaptive 
damping, offers us a confusingly accom- 
plished car: a luxurious automotive lounge 
capable of cornering flatter than many of 
BMW’s three-door Is, and better balanced 
than some xDrive BMWs across broken 
surfaces. Digital meets mechanical; and 
there’s happiness between the eight-speed 
auto and the satnav, with former listening 
to latter for gradient advice, adapting shift 
patterns before you’ve ascended past that 
next pixel contour. 

I’ll confess, the steering’s not turnta- 
ble-stylus-on-vinyl sensitive for feel, but 
this new 7’s body-roll mitigation is com- 
ically good. If you are a hot-hatch owner 
and those aero-active kidneys happen to 
fill the field of view in your rear mirror, 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


No sticky-finger OCD screen par- 
anoia. Gesture control knows what 
you mean without touching 

Might be a limo, but as with most 
BMWs, you can manipulate seats 
to a near-DTM driving position 

Function clutter minimal, but cabin 
could do with something non-digital 
- analogue timepiece? - for balance 

TFT display has three themed 
modes, all with outstanding lumi- 
nescence. Best in red 

iDrive controller remains to calm 
technophobes. Appears almost retro, 
a decade and a half after its launch 


just move over - and don’t bother chasing 
it. Just take our word for this. 

Ironic, then, the continuing absence of 
any M7 - and all the while, AMG-addled 
S-Class derivatives swell Daimler’s income 
statement. Not countering those most 
tasteless and rather anesthetised-to-drive 
S-Class AMGs with an M7 has served 
BMWs purpose well. For true drivers, 
the 7 remains the most fluid and agile 
limousine to helm yourself, when you’re in 
a hurry - mostly uncompromised by any 
limousine-dragster design debits. 

And it will even let you drive, some of 
the time. For now. 
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n t’s properly caked 
on now: a crust of 
mud, salt and grime 
streaming down the 
boot in a series of 
abstract waves - an art 
car, TopGear style. I’m 
surprised 'clean me’, or 
the French equivalent, 
hasn’t been inscribed 

on the back by a witty local. Perhaps they appreci- 
ate that every particle of it has been hard-earned, 
that we’ve chosen to wear them like a billion tiny 
trophies, each a reminder of the colossal exami- 
nation we set for the RS. 

Stop. Rewind four days. I’m at Ford’s Pilot 
Plant in Cologne, trickling a pristine car out of 
the gates. Given mine are the first hands outside 
the company to be granted access to the RS, I 
decide it’s prudent to prove they’re a safe pair. I 
indicate left, look both ways, feed the wheel and 
trundle onto the public road, grinning and waving 
as I go. This can’t last. I’ve poured over the specs 
too many times, seen too many viral videos, I’m 
too aware of what this car is capable of. Like a 
champagne cork with its wire cage removed, at 
the first traffic circle, I pop. Reaching down, I 
select drift mode and give it a boot... 

Is it just me, or is there a sense of foregone 
conclusion about the new Focus RS? The hype 
surrounding its launch has bordered on the 
hysterical - and not just because of its icon-stud- 
ded bloodline, but because the bald stats are 
deeply impressive. And who would argue against 
the Mustang’s 2.3-litre four-cylinder with a new 
low-inertia twin-scroll turbo, adaptive dampers, 
launch control, and a trick four-wheel-drive sys- 
tem that claims to let even the most ham-fisted 
owners drift like their WRC heroes? 

You can see why it’s being hailed as the 
second coming before testing has even begun, 
and that’s precisely why we can’t - mustn’t - give 
it an easy ride. It’s time to shut out the media 
maelstrom and put the car through the wringer 
in a pilgrimage from Cologne to the fabled cols of 
the Rallye Monte-Carlo and back. Between, there 
will be forest routes with a bit of wiggle room, icy 



mountain passes without an inch to spare, and 
thousands of bum-numbing highway kilometres 
to contend with. On reflection, we may have 
bitten off more than we can chew. 

Still, there’s no time to dwell on that - our 
schedule is tighter than Donald Trump’s immi- 
gration policy, and we need kays under our belt. 
But straight away there’s a problem... well; sever- 
al, actually. The optional fixed-height bucket seats 
are, erm, fixed too high. The seats themselves are 
supportive and squidgy in all the right places; and 
they look good too, but are a lone highlight in an 
otherwise not-special-enough-feeling interior. 
However, the Focus ST’s bank of tacky gauges 
atop the dash has remained. 

And then there’s the design. I’m loath to tell 
you what your eyes do and don’t like, but we can 
all agree that the Mkll RS’s showoff-magnet styl- 
ing has been boiled down into something more 
palatable for the masses. Despite that sizeable 
wing and a new, more aggressive-looking front 
end, it’s definitely lost some of its inner hooligan 
- even the exhausts seem a trifle apologetic. 

We’re told flared arches would have required 
entirely new pressings for the doors and front 
wings, and were ruled out to keep costs down. 
Shame, but then where would you rather Ford 
spent its cash - on comedy arches, or perfecting 
the powertrain? 

So far, it’s looking like money well spent. 

This engine might be turbocharged, but it does a 
damn good job of hiding it - responding cleanly 
to the throttle, with a confidence-inspiring linear 
thrust that runs right up to the limiter. There’s 
none of the dead spot followed by a surge you 
had with its predecessor, or the whistling and 
puffing you got from its turbo, either. In fact, it 
just pulls, like something larger in capacity with 
more cylinders at its disposal. Wind it up and the 
hardening warble is a dead ringer for the old five- 
pot, and in Sport, Track or Drift mode it leaves 
anti-lag-style detonations in its wake. Yep, the 
Focus wears its rally heritage with pride. 

First stop is the Niirburgring, an hour’s cruise 
from Cologne. We know the track is sleeping for 
the winter and off limits, but it’s too close not to 
pop by, especially when the surrounding roads 
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FORD FOCUS RS 


Focus RS lights up like 
an Eighties disco for 
the lucky occupants 
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FORD FOCUS RS 


“BEING ABLE 
TO DRIVE IT 
TO THE LIMIT 
IS A SPIRITUAL 
EXPERIENCE’’ 


will give us our first real opportunity to up 
the ante. Back into Drift mode, hold the ESC but- 
ton for five seconds and we’re on our own, with 
70 per cent of the power being channelled 
to the rear axle. Approaching a tight left-hander, 

I tuck the nose in, give it hell, and against all the 
odds, hold a neat drift, slotting perfectly back 
into the right-hand lane. Either IVe woken up 
a driving god, or there’s some sort of black magic 
trickery in this torque-vectoring AWD. 

Sadly, it’s the latter, but I can live with 
that, because the sensations I’m downloading 
are extraordinary. Unlike something powerful 
and rear-wheel drive, the front end isn’t just 
a static rotation point, it’s constantly clawing 
you forward, all but eliminating the possibility of 
swopping ends and kissing the barrier. 'Satisfying’ 
doesn’t do it justice - being able to drive it up to 
and beyond the limit, but still feeling well within 
your comfort zone, is a near-spiritual experience. 

Of course, you don’t have to take corners 
crossed-up: select Sport (weightier steering, 
sharper throttle, poppier exhaust) or Track (same 
settings as Sport, but with firmer suspension 
and slacker ESC), and it adopts a more neutral 
mid-corner stance, locking into the road much 
like our reigning hot-hatch champ, the VW Golf 
R. The real genius of this transmission (explained 
in nerdy detail in the panel at the end) is the way 


it can pre-emptively send up to 100 per cent of 
what’s available at the rear axle to the wheel with 
the most grip. You sense it, too: the outside rear 
drives you through corners, while the system uses 
dabs of brake at the front to help tuck the nose in. 
All you need to know is, it makes you look more 
talented than you actually are and covers ground 
several notches quicker than anything front- 
driven could dream of. 

Enough hooning for now: our first overnight 
is in Baden-Baden, the gateway to Germany’s 
Black Forest, and between us lies several hundred 
kilometres of drizzly autobahn. On the upside it’s 
largely derestricted, so we take a swipe at Ford’s 
claimed 266kph top speed. I’m not going to claim 
flooring the throttle in a straight line requires 
skill, but when it’s mildly moist and there are 
other cars nearby with unpredictable humans at 
the wheel, brave pills can be occasionally recom- 
mended. In the absence of any, Haribo sweets will 
have to do. We scythe our way down the outside 
lane in sixth and close in on our target - 255kph... 
26okph... brake, brake, brake! A Mini is disap- 
pointingly crawling along at 24okph in our lane, 
and forces us to abort. 

Lessons emerge from our high-speed 
experiment; there’s rock-like stability even at 
26okph-plus, and the way the RS builds speed 
is gobsmacking. However, despite a 3okW 






advantage, it doesn’t feel any quicker than a 
Honda Civic Type R in a straight line - blame the 
near-i6ookg kerbweight for that, over 200kg up 
on the Honda. Nevertheless, the Focus’s 44oNm 
of torque (47oNm on overboost for 15 seconds) 
hits quick, early, and stays around, too. The only 
thing that delays the onslaught is having to use a 
human foot and hand to change gear manually. 
Not that we’re complaining, mind. 

With 965km to cover on day two, we’re 
up before first light hoping to have the B500 to 
ourselves. It’s an expansive piece of road, and 
well-sighted bends make it a favourite for kamika- 
ze bikers, but we’ve beaten them to the punch. 
Unfortunately there are other visitors - snow and 
heavy fog rolling in from the valley, and smoth- 
ering visibility. Every corner is a blind guess, the 
road surface is light on friction, but the RS is in 
its element. We’re on winter tyres to adhere with 
German law, and right now they’re working mira- 
cles, holding their line as the surface transitions 
from dry to wet, ploughing through standing 
water and rounding off chinks in the road surface, 
courtesy of the softer compound. The price of 
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such dexterity is an ever-so-soggy steering feel 
just off-centre, but the wheel is still loading up 
beautifully on the longer arcs and whispering 
encouraging messages to my palms. On this 
road, the RS is mighty: leave it in fourth, ride the 
torque, flick it to third and rev it out for the hell 
of it, drop it to fifth through villages to keep a low 
profile, then rip out the other side. 

The next motorway schlep arrives just before 
I get too carried away - a three-hour hump that 
takes us over the Swiss border and towards 
St Moritz in the Alps. We’re climbing now, the 
first sugar-sprinkled hills flash past followed by 
our first alpine village, our initial sight of fresh 
powder and the craggy mountains looming over it 
all. Our destination is the i8i5m-high Maloja Pass 
(quickly renamed Marjorie for ease of elocution), 
one of a handful of alpine passes open all year, 
that also happens to be among the most spectac- 
ular. En route, we encounter a pinch-yourself set 
of perfectly symmetrical hairpins drizzled on the 
hillside. Something’s clicked now, and we fly up 
it. The key is to forget about tightening your line 
by lifting off. Turn in, then as the front wheels 
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push wide you feed in the throttle to tuck the front 
end back in, and exit in a flourish of oversteer or a 
controlled four-wheel slide, depending on your drive 
mode of choice. 

Ironically, the starter tastes better than the main, 
because 'Marjorie’ is one of those roads that’s better 
to photograph than it is to drive - the turns are too 
steep and the exits too tight to have any real fun. No 
matter - it’s proved the RS’s all-weather credentials 
beyond doubt. At no point, even at -9°C, does it feels 
like a handful, too big on the road, lacking in grip or 
out of its depth - it just cracks on relentlessly, and 
eager to please. 

And crack on we should, because there’s another 
480km to swallow if we’re to make Monaco tonight. 
It’s a mark of the Focus’s cruising ability that the dis- 
tance doesn’t feel like a chore, but soon my eyelids 
are sandbagged with fatigue. Right on cue, we cross 
into Italy, and the locals’ erratic driving and wanton 
disregard for speed limits puts me right back on my 
toes - like a caffeine shot through the eyeballs. 

We descend into Monte Carlo around 10.30pm 
and feel instantly out of place - it’s like turning 
up to a gala dinner in your filthy football kit - so 
we do what any sane person would and head for 
the smartest joint in town. Parked up in Casino 
Square next to the immaculately detailed Lambos, 
Rollers and Ferraris, the grubby RS looks like it’s the 
cleaning staff’s transport. When the doorman strides 
towards us, fresh from his hourly dip in aftershave, 
I’m convinced we’re about to be turfed. Turns out he 
wants to take a look inside, so we oblige, opening the 
door and releasing nine hours’ worth of man-fug into 
the air. His nose wrinkles, and we take our cue. 

The next morning, it’s a perfect bluebird, with 
not a cloud in sight, so we hotfoot it to explore the 
Col de Braus and Col de Turini, two of the most 
photographed roads in the world, to put the RS’s 
rallying stripes to the test. We’re shocked to find 
snowless slopes and dry roads - almost unheard 
of with the 2016 Monte Carlo rally just two weeks 
away, but it lets new attributes shake their way to 
the surface. The rubber’s purchase is tenacious on 
these constricted switchbacks, only first gear and full 
beans can unstick the rear tyres. It means work- 
ing the gearbox hard, but the RS just soaks up the 
punishment, takes a lungful of the clear mountain 
air and asks for more. We call time before the car 
does - the history, the vistas and the challenge are all 
present and correct, but the lack of width and room 
for error begin to grind. Fortunately, the antidote is 
just around the corner. 

Starting in Grasse and unfurling all the way to 
Digne, 110-odd kilometres north, I’ve long since sus- 
pected the Route Napoleon to be the greatest road in 
Europe; now, I’m certain. With its soaring mountain 
portion carved into and through the rock, followed 
by flatter sections that sweep through meadows 
before coiling into a series of broad but acute turns, 
it’s breathtaking and utterly relentless. The RS 
is showing off now, changing direction like a fly, 
moving around predictably underneath me and let- 
ting me lean on the brakes and enjoy the high biting 
point and textured feel. Every gear-change sends 
gunshots ricocheting off the rock face; every corner, 








The Focus RS comes from a family of makes decisions based on the steering angle, 

innovators, so it was hardly going to toe the lateral g and speed. Got that? Good, 

line. The Mark I had a pioneering limited-slip Now, when you hit that Drift mode button 

differential, the Mark 1 1 brought the torque- (and, believe me, you will, often), it not only 
steer-quelling RevoKnuckle front suspension sends maximum torque to the rear, but 

geometry, and the Mark Ill s gift to the world monitors you constantly. So if it senses you’re 

is its torque-vectoring four-wheel-drive not applying lock quickly enough for the speed 

system by GKN. of rotation at the rear, the ESC will step in. If 

It uses a pair of electronically controlled you are, then it lets the drift angle increase, 

clutch packs either side of the rear drive unit to Alternatively, you can switch everything off, 

manage the torque splits - both front/rear and take a deep breath and leave the judgement up 

side/side. Up to 70 per cent can go to the back to your eyes and feet. 

- and 100 per cent of that to either the left or The real genius, from GKN’s point of view, 

right wheel. By comparison, the Golf R’s Haldex is that the system can be tuned for any 
system can only send 50 per cent of the torque application. It’s already fitted to the latest 

to the rear, and distributes it by braking the Range Rover Evoque and Volvo XC90, for 

inside disc. example, and given the astonishing results in 

Ford says all the torque juggling is pre- the RS, we wouldn’t be surprised if every 

emptive, rather than reactive - far quicker, in manufacturer under the sun is about to be 

other words, than the Haldex system - and posting cheques under GKN’s door. 


3-PIECE 

PROPSHAFT 


POWER TRANSFER 
UNIT (PTU) 


TWIN HYDRAULICALLY 
OPERATED 7-PACK CLUTCHES 


TORQUE-VECTORING REAR 
DRIVE UNIT (RDU) 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRONIC 
CONTROL UNIT FOR RDU 





“THIS IS A 
CAR THAT’S 
DESIGNED TO 
BE ENJOYED, 
TO MAKE 
YOU GRIN” 








it wags its tail like a puppy on its first walk. Those 
problems I mentioned earlier? Right now, I 
couldn’t care less - they’ve melted away, and I’m 
having the drive of my life. 

Adrenaline subsiding, we truck on and 
eventually collapse in Macon, just north of Lyon, 
poised for one final push the next day. We set the 
satnav for Cologne - it’s all about crushing the 
kilometres now, but we still find time for a drive- 
by at the old Reims-Gueux grand prix circuit. We 
pass through Belgium, skirt Luxembourg; and as 
we roll back into the Focus’s birthplace in 
Cologne and surrender the keys, the trip comput- 
er ticks past the 3300km mark at an incriminating 


average of 14.1l/100km. 

It takes a while and some distance from the 
RS for my thoughts to crystallise, but now it’s as 
clear as alpine air. This isn’t a car that’s set up to 
break lap records - there’s a smidge too much 
movement and roll built in for that; it’s designed 
to be enjoyed, to make you grin inanely, to flatter 
and goad you at the same time. And crucially, 
it never takes itself too seriously. A 
twin-clutch gearbox would have been 
faster, but a manual gearbox is more 
engaging, so that’s what you get. 

The best compliment I can pay it 
is that on this trip, with money 


no object, I really can’t think of another car I’d 
rather have driven. Honestly, it’s that good. 

I’ll even dare to take things a step further 
- it’s a genuinely significant car this, a potential 
game changer. From now on, having four-wheel 
drive no longer means lumpy, grumpy and 
heavy; it means everything gets done faster, 
grippier and driftier. It also means no less 
nimble, but a lot more versatile. If the 

Volkswagen Golf R got the ball 
rolling, this Ford moves 
expectations to another level. 
Dirty it may be, but the Focus RS 
is about to clean up. 1/d 





GTI CLUBSPORT 
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Another 

anniversary of the 
Golf GTI, another 
anniversary special. 
But the Clubsport 
is a bit different... 
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GTI CLUBSPORT 


ou can feel the aero 
working, yes?!” shouts 
the race instructor 
as we fling ourselves 
around the final 
right-hander of Portu- 
gal’s sinuous Portimao Circuit. Honestly? 
No. I can’t feel the aero working. Mainly 
because this final turn before the main 
straight is yet another unsighted crest- 
and-fall filled with slightly panicked com- 
mitment, and the speed is well into the 
hundreds. The instructor is mounted in a 
VW Golf R and has the surety of all-wheel 
drive. I’m in the new Golf Clubsport and 
can feel the front differential straining 
as it tries to apportion enough torque to 
just two driven front wheels. Understeer 
is nibbling at the edges of perception, 
the steering’s vector a sly indicator of my 
rising worry that the Clubsport might not 
- quite - have enough room to scribe the 


required line. “Er. Yes?” I mumble into the 
radio, slightly desperate not to disappoint, 
but even more desperate not to violently 
park one of the only three CSs currently 
in existence into a Portuguese retain- 
ing wall. I trust, and keep my foot in. 
There’s a wriggle, a low, mournful moan 
of partially flayed rubber, and the little 
Golf fires down the main straight like a 
dirty tungsten-coloured bullet, exhaust 
happily roaring defiance at the empty 
grandstands. It’s good, this. Even though I 
honestly can’t feel the aero. 

Portugal’s Portimao, as it turns out, 
is probably one of the best circuits on 
which to test a hot hatch, a tiring tarmac 
epic of elevation change and fumbling 
blind crests. The kind of place where - if 
you’re equipped with the kind of goldfish 
memory that I appear to be blessed with 
- every corner is a surprise, even when 
you’ve been around it several times. And 
a hot hatch should help you in this kind of 
situation; be friendly, rapid and fun. 

Thank the good Lord, then, that 
we’re here in a Golf GTI and not in some 


gleefully lethal supercar. But the Golf 
Clubsport is no ordinary icon-variant. 

It’s a bit better than that. 

Some history first: 2016 sees the 40th 
birthday of the 'GTI’ name, and as is 
traditional in VW circles, a special edition 
celebration was deemed necessary. But 
instead of Edition 40, we get this, the 
Clubsport. Specifications are as you 
might expect: more power, more bodykit, 
changes to suspension and electronics. 
Oh, and surprisingly tasteful and attrac- 
tive graphics. Pitched exactly between the 
Golf GTI Performance Pack and Golf R 
in terms of price, it lists at somewhere in 
the region of Rsook, and puts out i95kW 
from the usual 2.0-litre turbo four - a 
decent chunk more than the PP’s i69kW 
and an ego-salving distance to the top- 
dog R’s 2o6kW (or 22okW outside SA). 
Except for the embarrassing fact that this 
CS features an 'overboost’ function that 
allows for 2i3kW for 10 seconds when 
the throttle is at the floor. Then there’s 
another 10-second rest period before the 
full complement can be accessed again; 



VW GOLF GTI CLUBSPORT 

Price: R499 000 
Engine: 1984cc turbo 4cyl, 
195kW@5350rpm 
(213kW with overboost), 
350Nm @ 1700rpm 
Performance: 0-100kph in 
5.9secs, 249 kph 
Transmission: 6spd manual or 
6spd DSG, FWD 
Economy: 6.71/1 00km 
(manual) 
162g/km CO 2 (manual) 
Weight: 1375kg (manual) 
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THE GTI 


ANNIVERSARY 

EDITIONS 



(GOLF GTI Mklll, 1996) 

Came with the standard llOkW 
two-litre, 16-valve four-cyl that 
offered zero extra power. Featured 
chequered seats and red seatbelts, 
and split-rim BBS wheels. 


EDITION 25 


A FEW MORE CANDLES ON 
THE CAKE, A FEW MORE KW... 


EDITION 20 



“If you’re pressing on in fhe 
real world, the car puts out 
the max in most situations” 


(GOLF GTI MkIV, 2001) 

Twenty extra kilowatts made for a 
total of 132 from a 20-valve 
1.8-litre for this quarter-century 
marker of the GTI name. The only 
hot MkIV with any real credibility. 








VffiXiMi kfrQull 


W0BCS131 


Feel the 213kW! 


The interior 
gets much 
special-edition 
embroidery, but 
zero new per se 


One of the best 
seats in the 
Volkswagen range 


l .WJJ.M.HJ — 



but in practical terms, if you’re pressing 
on in the real world - or indeed on a 
twisty track - the car puts out the max in 
most situations. 

Which means Fve not really had much 
trouble keeping up with the R-mounted 
instructor, even if a lot of my commitment 
is based on the fact that he’d get into a 
load of trouble if he actually allowed me 
to die. There are other reasons. First, it’s 
probably worth pointing out that the CS 
is mounted on the semi-slick, optional 
and 'dry-biased’ Cup 2 tyres, it’s 20°C, and 
Portimao is smooth and flowing. Second, 
the CS has been variously lowered, stiff- 
ened and had its XDS+ front differential 
retuned to make the most of the abundant 
power - power that is, to all intents and 
practical purposes, 7kW better than the 
SA-spec Golf R. 

It’s quick, no doubt. But better 
than that, this is a GTI that feels really 
eager. It’s R-punchy at the bottom of the 
rev range and happy and free at the top, 
noticeably more so than the PP GTI. The 
new exhaust helps cement the impres- 
sion, being louder and more aggressive 
in tone, if not obnoxious; and through 
corners, there’s something less inherently 
technical-feeling about a purely front- 
wheel-drive hatch. Yes, you can feel the 
systems over-speeding and doping various 
wheels to try to balance the car when you 
find yourself over-committed, but there’s 
still a good deal of silliness to be had 
without fear of the multiple g-forces 
of crashy recrimination. The same basic 
grammar of the GTI, but with a slightly 
rougher accent. You can even get the 
inside rear wheel lifting if you go hard 
enough, and there’s a half-turn of oppo- 
site lock to be had on cold tyres, if you 
turn the wrong way over a blind crest into 
a right-hand corner that’s mischievously 
turned into a heavy left since the last lap 

- though to be honest, that requires the 
kind of driving style-stroke-stupidity that 
you’d never employ on a road. 

Outside, you get - to my eyes, at least 

- a very good-looking hot hatch. Not over- 



played, but obviously with a few aesthetic 
nudges. There’s a new front bumper that 
sports a deeper splitter framed by vertical 
'air curtains’ that channel air around the 
front wheels. New side skirts join front to 
back, and there’s a reprofiled rear bumper 
with ever-so-slightly larger-diameter 
exhaust pipes. To finish off, above the 
rear windscreen sits a neat little upturned 
spoiler, neatly bracketing the familiar 
Golfish profile. On both the three- or five- 
door variant that SA is getting, the overall 
effect is lightly excellent. Slightly more 
aggressive, without falling into caricature. 

Now, as mentioned previously, VW 
suggests these changes actually provide 
proper aerodynamic downforce, and I 
have no doubt that they provide some 
sort of measurable pressure. But given 
that I’ve driven cars with actual down- 
force, and their air-punishing addenda 
tend to be much more obvious, I have to 
suspect that the Golf’s raw pressure num- 
bers are minute. When pushed on actual 
figures, VW’s assertion that the Clubsport 
produces 'some’ downforce allowed 
my inability to feel it a bit of relief. 

So. The big question is whether this is 



m 


requisite amount 


of red detaill 


an R-lite or a Super-PR And the answer, 
based on what we know (track, warm, 
optional tyres), is a massive cop-out: 
it’s a bit of both. I suspect on a real road 
with leaves and dieselly spills and bumps 
and normal tyres, the Clubsport will still 
be slightly slower than a straight Golf R. 

It has enough power to spin wheels in 
tight, slow comers where the R simply 
squats and pulls, and there’s a much edgier 
feel to the extremities than a boringly 
brilliant straight GTI. Of course, at Rsook 
and i95/2i3kW, the CS is slap-bang in the 
middle of a very competitive sector; but 
when you take into account the fact that it 
looks great, goes like stink and is still a 
remarkably grown-up package, there’s a lot 
to be said for it. It will also only be 
produced for a few months (order books 
are already open) - VW reckons it’ll only 
manage a couple of thousand units - and 
on that basis, though not exactly rare, it’ll 
always be an interesting and desirable hot 
hatch. The best GTI? No doubt. But not 
quite enough to beat the Golf R on a real 
road. We’ll have to drive them both 
back-to-back to make sure, mind you. 

Can’t wait. E 3 



BMW 2002 Turbo 

Classic colours, classy BMW. 


Lambo Murcielago SV 

Stickers on a Lambo? Yes please... 


Porsche GT3 RS 

Chequers shouldn’t work... do. 


Citroen DS3 Racing 

Citroen DS3 Racing. Just don’t. 
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CEO Q&A 



Their hyper-exclusive hypercars battle it out for the hearts and 
minds of well-heeled collectors. Now the founders enter into 
a war of words as they take on TopGear’s probing questions 


Growing up , who were your car-industry heroes? 

Horacio Pagani: Fangio. He was my friend, first of all. He was an 
extraordinary person and the inspiration for the Zonda. 

There is a book by Roberto Carozzo called Fangio: Cuando El Hom- 
bre Es Mas Que El Mito [Fangio: When the Man is More than the Myth] 
that summarises what he was. He was very rich, intellectually, humanly. A 
person of great simplicity. Our relationship was very deep. 

Then Bertone, Giugiaro, Pininfarina, Riva, for example. All of them 
are great men, not just great designers or entrepreneurs. 

Christian von Koenigsegg: My real hero was Reodor Felgen, from an 
old animated film called Pinchcliffe Grand Prix [Flaklypa Grand Prix in 
the original Norwegian]. Reodor was the bicycle repairman from a small 
village who built his own amazing racecar and went on to win against the 
odds. That film was my initial inspiration and remains so to this day. 
Describe the moment you knew your own car company was 
going to happen. 

HP: When we had the first engine from Mercedes. I realised then we 
were going in the right direction. I will always thank all our partners who 
worked with us over the years. 

CvK: The day I finally decided to do it was 12 August, 1994. I sat down 
at my Windows 3.11 computer and started drawing the design I’d had in 
my head for so many years into Microsoft Paint. I was running my own 
import/export company at the time, and I worked on it from that day 
forward. The car company was incorporated early in 1995. 

What is the greatest technical hurdle you’ve overcome? 

HP: Its difficult to pick one. We work so in-depth on every single 
detail that it is very difficult to pick one. 

Lets say this: the hardest part for us is to give a form to our 
dreams. Every detail has to be perfect, has to be something 
worthy to stand alone. 

CvK: Can I say “Everything”? Getting our door hinge to work 
when everyone said it was impossible. Engineering a whole 


car to fit around a roof that has to be stored in a small front compartment. 
Subframes, suspension, the extreme curvature of our windscreen, fitting 
our fuel tank into the chassis and making it work with its baffles, etc. It’s 
a massive challenge to design all of this and accept no compromise in 
terms of weight or performance. 

In what way does your home country influence your cars? 

HP: Italy and Argentina are very similar, in many ways. The passion, 
probably, is what Latin people share all over the world, so that’s why I feel 
at home here in Italy. 

But the country where you want to realise your dream is very impor- 
tant. That’s why, if we are talking about supercars, we can say that there is 
a tie with the territory. 

It is highly improbable that Ferrari, for instance, which is synonymous 
with Maranello, Modena and Italy, could one day be produced in China. 
This can also be applied to our cars. 

CvK: I wanted to make something that was very clean and minimalistic, 
which is a very Scandinavian approach, I suppose. 

Of course, the safety aspect of car design has always been at the top 
of our minds, too. The ability to control the car and not get into accidents 
in the first place is very important to us. And it’s an important part of Swe- 
den’s automotive approach from a historical perspective, with both Volvo 
and Saab having many world firsts in this area. Ours is an expensive car, 
obviously, but we consider it to be good value for money in terms of the 
design inputs, build execution and performance of the car. I think honesty 
in design and value is another Scandinavian trait, and one we’ve adopted. 
How important are power and performance figures? 

HP: Numbers are made to be overcome. Yes, they’re important, but 
the experience is way more, and it’s not related to numbers. 

The dreams and passions are something that you cannot count 
- they are timeless by definition. 

CvK: I think they’re becoming less and less important, especially 
for us. When you’re unknown, it’s a way to be visible to the world, 
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but it can’t all be hype. A sports car is not simply about transportation. 
There are other priorities. You have to be able to deliver excitement and 
enjoyment, especially on the track. The numbers themselves can be 
reassuring for customers to compare, but more important is the overall 
performance of the car. 

Whats the most outlandish request you’ve had from a customer ? 

HP: One day I had a potential customer who asked for a stone cockpit; 

I had to explain to him one of the reasons we invest a lot in carbon-fibre 
technology is to reduce weight; increase safety. And a cockpit made out 
of a block of solid rock isn’t exactly in line with the Pagani philosophy... 
CvK: We ve had many. A few of the more interesting ones are cigar 
storage, and some protective mesh being placed over some vents to the 
engine bay because the customer was worried that his cat might get in 
there and get hurt. As long as the customer understands that it may delay 
the build and it will cost extra money, we can look at it. 

What was the greatest drive of your life ? 

HP: When I first drove the very first Zonda, with Cristina, my wife. 

It was something that I will never forget. 

CvK: The three most exhilarating drives I’ve had were l) driving my 
mother’s Opel Corsa around our family’s small farm in southern Sweden 
when I was about 10 years old. 2) My first independent drive when I got 
my licence. I was in my dad’s Audi 100. 3) The first time we drove the 
CC Prototype in 1996. We didn’t even have the body on at the time. It 
was just a chassis, an engine. It was a winding road outside of Olofstrom, 
where our factory was at the time. You could feel the chassis working, the 
engine humming. Everything was working together, just as it should be. 

It was the most amazing feeling, because we’d made this prototype from 
scratch - and it was really, really good. 

What , besides your own cars , is in your garage ? 

HP: In my collection, there is a Zonda for almost every version we made. 
But, aside from that, a 1963 Jaguar E-type, a Ford GT Gulf Limited 
Edition and a Porsche Carrera GT. 

I just bought a Lamborghini Countach 25th Anniversary, a Porsche 
918 and a Mercedes-Benz Pagoda. In Argentina, I have a collection 
of vintage American cars, from Model T and A Fords to Chevrolets. I 
have about 20 in total, because they were the cars I saw as a child, and 
it is a collection I made prior to my arrival in Italy. It is not an expensive 
collection, but it represents what I liked and what was on the streets when 
I was a young boy. 

CvK: A music studio! It’s all of my son’s gear. 

I’m not a big collector of cars. I’m not even a small collector of cars. 
We have a small number of Koenigseggs here at the factory but they 
belong to the company, of course. I drive the Tesla Model S, but even 
that belongs to the company. Come to think about it, I actually don’t own 
a car myself at all! On the other hand, as an owner of the company 
I indirectly own all of them, I guess. 

Describe an average customer. 

HP: Low-profile, humble, passionate about cars but passionate about art 
in general. A lot of them have the same stories, starting from zero and 
reaching their goals. 

CvK: There really isn’t one. We have male and female customers. Young- 
er and older. The only thing they really have in common is a passion for 
our cars and what we do, plus they have the resources to buy one or more 
of our cars. They’re brave people. You have to be brave and passionate to 
buy something so unique, so unusual. 

What piece of technology could you not live without ? 

HP: My iPhone where I can check emails and everything. But at 
the same time I would say my pen, so I can draw my dreams 
into something that we can make. 

First thought was my iPhone, as it is a really useful multipur- 
pose tool that I fully depend on. However, thinking about it, I have to 
choose my electric toothbrush] The cleanliness, freshness and vigour 
it brings every day is unbeatable. It sets the tone for a good day. 


wtm 







CEO Q&A 


Model T brought 


mass production 


to the car world 


technology is 


Hybrid. Good or bad ? 

HP: I don’t like hybrid cars at the moment 
not ready. A sports car must have, by definition, lightness as 
one of the features, but the batteries and the electric engines 
are too heavy at the moment to justify the use. 

However, I think that technology should move forward. 
The first mobile phones were very large and, through evolu- 
tion, they’re now quite small. 

So, at the moment I don’t see hybrid application in our 
cars. But this is just my decision - let’s see how the technology 
will be in the next few years. 

CvK: Hybrid in the form of a series or parallel hybrid, the 
traditional type - bad. One is compromised in terms of 
efficiency in most driving conditions. The other is compro- 
mised in terms of complexity, cost and weight. Hybrid in the 
form of what we’re doing with the Regera - good. What we’re 
doing is new so it will seem complex to some, but, in reality, 
the Regera will prove to be a car that reduces both complexity 
and weight. 

Ferrari or Lamborghini ? 

HP: Lamborghini, but I’m also in love with Ferrari, because, 
well, I’m a car enthusiast! 

CvK: One of my favourite cars of all time is the Ferrari F40. 
My favourite Lamborghinis are the Countach - and it has to 
be an early Countach - and then the Miura. 

On an emotional level, my soul is more with Lamborghini 
than with Ferrari. That might be because Lamborghini, for so 
long, has been the underdog in that fight. That resonates with 
me, given our position against the established players. 

What is the most important car of all time? 

HP: The Alfa Carabo by Bertone has inspired me a lot, then 
the Lamborghini Miura, the Jaguar E-type road 
ster, and the Mercedes 196 that was raced 
Fangio. Some Ferraris and Maseratis, 


I have always had a passion for them. 

Porsches too - I love them. I am a keen admirer of the 917 
that won Le Mans and Monza, I love the Porsche Carrera GT 
and the Ford GT, both of which I have. 

I love cars and have always liked them. I cannot wait to 
see new models coming out, to be amazed by them and, you 
know, I always buy the scale models. 

CvK: The Model T was a game-changer in the way that it 
introduced mass production and bought cars to the masses. 
The Beetle would be considered for the same reasons, and 
because of its amazing lifespan. 

me, it’s the Tesla Model S, because it is the biggest 
e in the history of cars. 

Pagani/Koenigsegg be like in the year 2050? 

idea is to maintain low production volumes, even in 
Exclusivity and artisanal processes are some of the 
important values we have. 

We have almost finished a new facility that is five times 
bigger than the historical one, very modern and classic at the 
same time, and with the aim to reach 50 units per year, for a 
demand that is three times as much as that. 

So why build a stable capable of doubling the production? 
Because we want to strengthen the R&D sector, making even 
more in-house tests in a high-tech facility, with extremely high 
standards of technology. And a working environment for our 
workers, a very stimulating factory for the people inside it... 
CvK: It’ll probably be a square living room with no steering 
wheel. A hovering autonomous chillpod’. This is the future of 
cars, no doubt. But hopefully not the future for sports cars, if 
they’re allowed to exist. 

I think and hope there will still be room to do something 
like what we’re doing now. A performance car with emotional 
values in focus. Like handmade Swiss watches today. 
Unnecessary? Yes. But desirable? You bet. 


“I’m not a big collector 
of cars. I’m not even a 
small collector of cars” 
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What, you were expecting the styling to change? 
Surely you’ve learned by now, that’s not how the 
911 works. But, oddly, how the 911 actually works 
- how it’s lobbed down a road - is all new. It’s 
not a facelift. It’s a brain and heart transplant. 

The new 991’s still flat-six powered - Porsche 
hasn’t totally lost its mind - but there’s a 3.0- 
litre, twin-turbo boxer where the last-gen Carrera 
S had 3.8 litres breathing at atmospheric pres- 
sure. It equals more power and torque with lower 
fuel consumption and emissions (officially...), so 
we’ve brought a mighty Jaguar F-Type R and arti- 
san BMW i8 along - R1.8m sports-car reference 
points, measured in power and efficency. 

Anyway, welcome to the end of the day. As the 
TopGear test track was doused in another layer of 
squally rain and the sun finally gave up on trying 
to break through the murky squadron of clouds, 

I flopped into the 911’s carbon bucket and bum- 
bled a couple of kilometres north to the nearest 
filling station. I already know the i8 well, and in 
this maelstrom the F-Type wouldn’t have made it 
to Monday without me fitting it with a towing eye 
at some point. The AWD F-Type is the better dai- 
ly driver, but hey, when you’ve got a track to play 


on, RWD is allowable. But the 911 is bugging me. 
Ollie Marriage arrived at the track in it, wearing 
the expression of a doctor holding an envelope 
he’d rather not deliver. Yet all day, it’s been 
sensational on the rapids where the track used to 
lie. The haters slam 911s for being too predicta- 
ble. This new one is an enigma. 

Brimmed with super-unleaded, the highly 
slick new PCM navigation module is aimed at 
another garage, close to a friend’s flat in another 
town. The rain lashes down the entire way - a 
gnarly journey, all things considered. I arrive 
3 hours and 41 minutes later, having covered 
308km of congested town centre, fast-flowing 
national road, some clear highway and the pre- 
dictable stretches of camera-infested roadworks 
with not a high-visibility jacket in sight. 

In other words, exactly the sort of multi- 
tasking the 911 takes in its stride, making it the 
go-to everyday sports car. I have driven it like you 
would a Porsche, using the performance (where 
the law allows, officer) . And, tanked to burst- 
ing again, the maths reveals it’d averaged 
10.9l/100km. The on-board readout protests 
10.ll/100km. Porsche doesn’t lie. It appears. 






There’s method in the madness of starting a 
sports-car test with fuel figures. It proves Porsche 
has not fitted the facelifted 991 with a downsized, 
twin-turbocharged engine in the interests of effi- 
ciency. Not really. It’s not like it was either this, 
or no more 911. Like all 911s, the 2015 Carrera 
S still does 'about 9.4l/100knT. Even on the com- 
bined-cycle lab test, the new 3.0-litre Porker is 
only 2.11/100km more efficient than the outgoing, 
naturally-aspirated 3.8-litre car. Crucially, was it 
worth the personality transplant? 

It’s about 3l/100km worse off than the i8, 
when driven at the same pace (or as close as 
the BMW can manage) , but because the BMW’s 
figures are fluffed by the flaws of the official test 
cycle (it claims 59g/km of C02; the Porsche, a 
relatively incredible but comparatively poor 174g/ 
km) , it’s around 5l/100km worse off in the real 
world - probably not the saint among sports cars 
its holier-than-thou reputation would have you 
believe. BMW fibbing to the Greens, a bit. 

The Jag is swinging on its chair at the back 
of the class while the German nerds revise fuel 
consumption. It consumes fuel at a claimed rate 
of 11.3l/100km - though how much of that goes 


near the engine as opposed to the clouds of 
vapour excreted through the rear artillery pieces 
is anyone’s guess. In practice, ironically, that’s 
the most realistic claim here. And it’s also the 
most fruity-sounding emission of 269g/km of 
C02 you’ll hear. The most powerful car here is 
the most wallet-shrivelling to run. Seems fair. 

How does this Porsche compare to the non- 
turbo 911? Well, I took a GTS version of the old 
991 (complete with fuel-sapping all-wheel drive 
and a manual gearbox) to the Nurburgring and 
back last year. Dazzling car, that. I hit an 
unstressed 274kph on the autobahn, ran the air- 
con for hours on end, averaging only 9.5l/100km 
over the relaxed jaunt. Hope I’ve made my point. 

So, the turbos are here, obviously, for perfor- 
mance, and they do that job tremendously. This 
boggo Carrera S, the quintessential heartland 
of the Porsche range, is bloody outrageous. So, 
so fast. Supercar fast. And not just on the road, 
where it demolishes distance with clinical pace. 
Even on a big, open circuit like the TopGear test 
track, the S feels massively quick. You’re prob- 
ably not even surprised to learn it recorded 4.1 
seconds to lOOkph on the puddle-strewn runway. 


That’s only 2/10ths off what Porsche claims it’ll 
do 0- lOOkph in. In the dry. 

Certainly, it’s faster than the AWD BMW i8. 
Savagely so. It is also a superior outright sports 
car (in certain measurable parameters, at least). 
The Porsche, with these optional ceramics, has 
not only the most powerful but also the most 
feelsome brakes I’ve ever used in a road car. 
They’re so accurate, and ideally modulated, you 
can play with the car’s balance just by trail- 
braking. And because that new blown engine is 
30kg heavier, there’s more mass trying to follow 
you around into a corner. Combine that with a 
shunt from the PDK ’box on high-rev upshifts, as 
the torque wave is moderately interrupted, and 
you’ve got to be on the ball. 

This makes life eye-opening in the wet, espe- 
cially as the plug-in-and-play torque will unstick 
the wider rear tyres sooner than the zingy 3.8 
used to. Throttle response? The best I’ve ever got 
from a turbo motor. Porsche powertrain engi- 
neers are alchemists. I reckon you can play with 
the new 911, get it moving around under you, a 
tad earlier than the non-turbo one, because it’s 
just that bit livelier with the heftier backside and 
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“The 911 does 
a 911 should. It just 
works. Everywhere. 
Stupendously” / 





Simple, uncluttered 


911 interior. Not a 


911 leads i8 and 
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surge of boost. I hadn’t expected that. I thought the 
911 was all grown up. It’s a pleasant surprise. 

The electric steering too is transformed from 
its first appearance, with sumptuous weighting and 
pinpoint precision just off-centre. This car has both 
optional rear-wheel steering and the sports chassis, 
which drops the adaptive suspension by 20mm. I 
sneered at this on the spec sheet and expected to 
find it overkill, but it’s actually not. It’s sensational. 
You have incredible agility and body control - 
everything just feels so tight, so in-hand - yet there’s 
tolerable comfort, and no sullying of the handling, 
no sense it’s been corrupted by this onslaught of 
GT3-esque tech. It does what a 911 should. It just 
works. Everywhere. Stupendously. 

Now, you’ve got to dismiss the idea the i8 is here 
as some sort of token eco wild card. I know - you 
can’t ignore its spindly stance on those SpaceSaver 
tyres, the Mini Cooper engine and electric motor, 
but in spite of - because of, even - all the gubbins 
it uses to achieve 2.11/100km on the NEDC (New 
European Driving Cycle) , it’s just a good drive. You 
have to accept the fact its electric steering is light 
and lacking in delicacy and connection, the brakes 
are fine in isolation but the least impressive here, 
and that it can’t smother compressions and surface 
changes with the aplomb of the Porsche. It’ll cover 
ground at an antisocially fast rate, but unlike its com- 
patriot, you don’t have to if you want titillating. 

See, the 911 has no music to its soundtrack 
below 6000rpm. This one has the sports exhaust, 
which you can spend a few thousand on to treat 
bystanders. You won’t hear the best stuff inside. It’s 
not as breathy as a 911 Turbo, but it’s inevitably lost 
some of the 3.8’s invigorating induction crescendo. 
Whether you go for it or not depends on how gener- 
ous you’re feeling to fellow motorists, or if you feel 
like winding up the trackday noise police. 

A circuit isn’t the i8’s forte, and a wet, sweeping 
one is almost a two-fingered salute to its talents, but 
it’s still staggering how an i8 can meld itself into 
any situation. By a country mile, it’s the friendliest 
chassis here, the most foolproof. I’m right at home, 
then. Plus, time back beneath its butterfly door 
reminds me it’s a great city car, and on challenging 
roads it’ll change direction absurdly well, pivoting 
around a deliciously low centre of gravity. Even the 
dubbed soundtrack is decently judged. Its cabin 
ergonomics and token rear seats are as plausible as 
the Porsche’s, but the cabin is, well... it’s what you’d 
hope it’d be like inside an arch-modern car. Does 
about 7.8l/100km everywhere, too, if you’re asking. 

And here’s where the case for the 911’s defence 
starts to stumble. It, like so many of the new, turbo- 
gen performance greats (M4, 488, Civic Type R...), 
is at its most intoxicating when you’re driving the 
nuts off it. Between 6000rpm and 7000rpm, there’s 
a mood swing in the engine’s delivery - a ripping, 
mechanical howl not dissimilar to how a GT3 sings 
as it locks on to 9000rpm. But you can’t get up there 
nearly as often as you’d like. Porsche’s engineers 
are obsessed with obscenely long gearing, and now 
they’ve got an extra 60Nm to play with, the PDK’s 
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R1 849 600m 
5000cc supercharged V8 
405kW @ 6500rpm 


R1 436 000m 
2961 cc turbo flat-six 
309kW @ 6500rpm 


1.5-litre 3cyl turbo + electric motor 
266kW @ 5800rpm 


680Nm @ 3500rpm 


500Nm@1700rpm 


570Nm @ 3700rpm 


0-100kph : 


300k P h 


Transmission: 


8spd auto, RWD 


6spd auto, 4WD 


Economy: 


7.71/1 00km 


2.5l/100kr 


:missions: 


Kerbweight: 



“The F-Type R isn’t 
a gentlemanly 
vil ain - it’s a burly 
henchman” 



ratios have been stretched yet further. So: aim for 
top of second gear, and you’re into law-breaking, 
licence-busting territory. Or: short-shift, and never 
hear the flat-six sing. You’re in a constant quandary 
of restraint and frustration. You’ve got more power, 
which you can rarely exploit, and less noise, which 
you used to enjoy constantly. 

No such lack of fireworks in the Jaguar. This 
F-Type R isn’t a gentlemanly villain - it’s a burly 
henchman. Spirit of the E-type? Not really. TVR, 
more like. I’ll freely admit this is probably too 
much car for me. It just isn’t rewarding to tiptoe 
around it all the time. The 405kW Jag is hilariously 












911 GROUP TEST 




meets drone. A 


brief but flirtatious 


encounter ensues 


Let’s face it, rivals have had enough time to perfect their 
answers to the Porsche 911. And that’s what all sports 
cars in this price bracket are: answers to the Porsche 
question. Because you go after the 911; it does not 
come to you. It is the inflexible totem that defines the 
parameters of the sports-car class. 

And now it’s turbocharged. This gives everyone else 
the excuse to do the same. Trouble is, they already have, 
looking for any small edge that might give them an 
advantage. Take the Mercedes-AMG GT. All mighty 
Merc’s resources were poured into it, and to be fair, as 
far as charisma goes its 4.0-litre twin-turbo V8 gives the 
Porsche’s 3.0-litre motor a proper shoeing. 

The reason it’s not here? Deep in its DNA, it’s too 
closely aligned with the template laid down by the 
Jaguar F-Type: loud ’n’ lairy, with a master’s in scaring 
the bejesus out of occupants. But at least with the Jag 
you can have 4WD. Should, in fact. The Merc, for all its 
beautiful build, is an intimidating and not brilliantly well 
resolved car, especially in first-rung, R1.6m, 340kW, 
non-S guise. Too snatchy to drive fast, so you end up 
kid-gloving this glowering, belligerent machine, rather 
than enjoying its capabilities. 

You want speed? It comes no more readily available 
than in the R1.5m Nissan GT-R. If you’ve read about 
this being a by-the-numbers car, too intent on surgically 
dismantling apexes to have a good time, then pay 
attention. It’s not like that. It’s an absolute hoot, but the 
difficulty is in reining it in and having a stiff word with 
yourself. Plus, the only person who’ll like the cabin is 
your household’s 12-year-old PS4 addict. Who will have 
driven it faster in the virtual world, and therefore won’t 
be interested in its actual capabilities. 

Lotus Evora 400? Look, it’s a R1.4m Lotus, and 
that brings baggage. We’re all aware of its maker’s abili- 
ties in the handling/steering/ride departments, but even 
with those sorts of talents, it’s a hard sell. And that, really, 
is the bottom line: could you, hand on heart, say you’d 
invest in an Evora over all others? 



Wan t more rivals? 

■ | Hell, we got 
more rivals.... 
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overendowed for a small, RWD, short-wheelbase 
two-seater, and when you’ve got throttle responses 
sharp enough to make Trevor Noah’s retorts seem 
laboured, and similarly edgy steering, it’s awfully 
fraught. Around the track, it was snatching and 
grabbing for grip, fighting the surface, the traction 
control and the driver. The Stig set a new personal 
best for mid-drift gearchanges making no difference 
to his wayward trajectory. I think it was second to 
sixth round the shimmering Hammerhead. 

The F-Type is here to appeal to you as a human 
being, not as a driving purist. I think it presents a 
really inviting prospect to the sort of person who’s 
already done The 911 Thing - maybe you’ve had a 
couple of Porsches, and are ready to present a less 
serious face to the world. Let’s be honest: wonder- 
ful though the revised 911’s central sports exhaust 
pipes and retro engine cover are, the impossibly 
perfect proportions of the F-Type kill it dead in the 
water. And there’s no contest on noise. Again, for me 
the F-Type is OTT - the gargling staccato V8 isn’t 
particularly tuneful - but you can’t accuse it of not 
offering a sense of occasion. And a sense of humour. 

Manhandling it around Dunsfold reminds me 
of nights out with a lad I was at varsity with. Crack- 
ing chap, but a bit overbearing. Everything you’ve 
done, he’s done while more drunk, in Mali, with 
half the national rugby team. We all agreed that this 
RWD F-Type isn’t as enjoyable as the AWD version. 
Otherwise, why have 405kW when the net total 
of deployable poke at any given moment is, ooh, 
180-odd kW? A sports car should offer its driver 
confidence, not trash-talk your ability like Tyson 
Fury, then smack you on the nose when you simply 
fancied a friendly sparring. As it is, the F-Type R is 
the world’s most beautiful muscle car. It looks great, 
sounds ridiculous and goes fast. That’s the top three 
boxes on the sports-car checklist ticked, but what 
lies beneath isn’t up there with these Germans. 

Which wins? Well, you can’t flatly dismiss the 
new 991 as a retrograde step, since the nature of 
engineering as an industry means that quantifiable 
progress is made. Of all the controversial calls 
Porsche has made to improve the 911 breed, what 
with water-cooling, automatic GT3s, electric steering 
and what have you, the only admission of defeat has 
been bolting round headlights back in. 

Thing is, it’s sitting outside my house, ticking 
cool. I could go for another drive, but I don’t reckon 
I’ll learn much new, so I’m not going to. I know 
it handles better than the old car, charges harder 
through the gears, and will land me behind bars be- 
fore it will end in the scenery. Objectively, it’s stellar. 

Maybe it’ll age better. Porsche 911s tend to. Right 
now, the new Carrera’s a faster but hollower sum-up 
of its exquisitely developed parts. Porsche itself 
states the turbos are needed to keep pace with rivals’ 
power outputs while maintaining the everyday 
refinement and drivability of a great sporting GT, 
and that’s spot on. But it proves that after a half 
century, the 911 must conform, not light the way. 

It’s the BMW that’s at the shockwave ahead of the 
cutting edge, hd 
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Just how far can supercars be pushed? GT3 RS, 
Aventador SV and 675LT have a little adventure 


WORDS: OLLIE MARRIAGE / 
PHOTOGRAPHY: MARK FAGELSON 
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Oh dear, the seats: they’re as thickly padded as a pair of pallets. Maybe 
that’s what they are, y’know, under the Alcantara. I have plenty of time to 
appreciate this, as every jiggle of the especially jiggly suspension causes 
the seat to rub rawly at the skin of my lower back as we process up the 
highway. Maybe Vaseline should be an option too... 

This, as my mother would say, is no one’s fault but my own. I wanted to 
find out just how hardcore the latest, greatest crop of hardcore track cars is, 
and racetracks aren’t the place to find out. They just aren’t. What’s hardcore 
about driving around a smooth racetrack? There’s run-off to save you; 
nothing coming the other way; if it rains, flags are waved; and, unless your 
name’s Bernie, they tend to be closed at night. Not much of a challenge to 
be had there, truth be told.. 

Now, night time on the highway - that’s more like it. Out here, where 
pantechnikons battle and smoky Jetta outdrags oily A4, where the aggres- 
sive feud of a wet wintery evening rush hour is visible in every angry brake 
light, each flashing warning sign and the endless concertina of accele... 
braking traffic. That’s an environment to strike stress into any carbon-clad, 
artfully executed, bespoilered, low-splittered, preening-panelled supercar. 

So now we’re here, stuck on the highway as rush hour enfolds our little 
convoy, and tomorrow we’re going to be somewhere further north, where 
the issue won’t be traffic, but terrain. That’s part two of our quest to find 
out if these three - SV, 675LT and GT3 RS, the rawest and most uncompro- 
mising drivers’ cars of the past 12 months - are fundamentally usable. 

Is this irrelevant? Probably. What does usability matter to a supercar? 
Good question. After all, supercars are for looking super and doing super 
things. But two things: firstly, these are still road cars, and secondly... aren’t 
you intrigued? I am, about tomorrow - it’s going to be supercar bootcamp. 

Look: this is about doing something daft in daft cars governed by noth- 
ing other than a spirit of adventure. So no angelic chorus as a stunning car 
howls along scintillating roads amid wonderful scenery, no religious epipha- 
ny on the road to Sant’Agata, no bowing at the altar of Woking. 

Instead, the Lamborghini’s hair-shirt seat on the interminable plod 
northwards. This is the easy bit. The cars will cope fine with this depressing 
slog - this first test is for their drivers. 

All three have fixed-position seats that do no more than slide manually 
backwards and forwards. During a low moment, I discover the Porsche’s is 
also height-adjustable, and spend a surprised few moments with my fore- 
head flattened against the sun visor. Important note: if you’re Danny DeVi- 
to, get the Porsche. The McLaren tilts you back into a rake best described 
as 'bathtub’, which takes a bit of getting used to, but combined with the 
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innovative control layout and design, also makes you feel all X-Wing pilot. A 
low scuttle means the ground seems to slip right under your toes. 

The Aventador has nowhere to put anything, bar a mesh pocket directly 
behind the driver’s seat and a slot halfway down the passenger footwell too 
small for my phone. Unfortunately, I have neither a 10-year-old phone nor 
extra elbows. But what’s there to complain about? OK, the cavitating cabin 
manages to be both echoey and claustrophobic, and your entire view 
forward is through a four-finger-width gap between top of steering wheel 
and sun visor; but a supercar ought to feel super, and the Aventador does. 
This bull might not be raging right now, but it’s still a pedigree prima donna 
- all antagonistic gearbox, spine-crunching ride, searing yellow dash, bare 
carbon and tyre drone. The rears are 355/25 ZR21s. Now that's a tyre. 

The Aventador SV is the pantomime villain of this troupe, every appear- 
ance greeted by a thunderclap. Of my own making, I must confess - I can’t 
help blipping the throttle. It seems the right thing to do. Other cars retreat 
to a sensible distance. Maybe blue is coming out of the back. 

After several hours, we stop at a service station complex. I seem to have 
trapped a nerve in my right hamstring, so am quite glad of the Lambo’s 
prodigious thirst (currently 19.21/100km) as an excuse to stop and swop. By 
comparison, the others (12-131/100km) are positively virtuous. They sip at 
their fuel reserves and manage to pack genuine comfort into what little sus- 
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pension travel they possess. They’re a bit professional. The blouses. 

Still, it pays to be circumspect with the McLaren. Those turbos 
seem vicious - way more spiky than the SV’s vast V12, and at odds 
with the secure feeling engendered by the seat and driving position. 
It’s the RS that has the most chattery engine and gearbox, shadows 
thrown forward through the roll cage a constant reminder of the car’s 
intent. We turn off at the next off-ramp, and uncricking our backs, 
hole up for the night in the village of Bowness-on-Windermere. 

A quick stocktake: the actual physical demands of driving these 
three are minimal - no thigh-trembling clutches or clanking gear- 
levers. A quick clench of the fingers is all that’s required. And, 
although comfort is comparatively coarse and cabin noise significant, 
it’s not like we’ve just had to drive 450 kilometres in a go-cart. We’ve 
had windscreens, heaters and tunes. The only genuine (and literal) 
hardship was the Aventador’s seat. 


It’s a non life 


“Width restriction 6’ 6” (1.98 metres) , reads the sign. Ah. I thought 
I’d made such a good shout commandeering the Aventador this 
morning. It’s got 4wd and nose lift, you see, the only one here with 
either - and today’s a day they should come into their own. But the 
first issue is girth, and the SV is perhaps too well endowed. Smugness 
arrives through the radio from Ollie Kew in the Porsche and McLaren 
pilot Jack Rix. I’ll grant them this small satisfaction, because they 
don’t know what lies ahead. 

The Hardknott Pass is the steepest, gnarliest, twistiest, narrowest 
and most pointless road in the whole of the UK. It was originally built 
by the Romans, so you’d have to presume even they could make it 
no straighten Why they bothered at all is beyond me - the garrison 
at the summit can’t have had much to do other than repel sheep. Or 
maybe the opposite. Anyway, it was built, fell into disrepair and then 
was rebuilt as a tourist attraction in the 1850s - the challenge being 
to get your Victorian charabanc to the top. 

Now it’s our turn. I have doubts any of our three will make it to 
the apex of turn one - if you’ve been, you’ll know why: the 30 per 
cent inclines, corkscrew surfacing, potholes, rocks, hairpins, minimal 
visibility, even the weather. I’m convinced we’ll have to walk ahead 
of each car semaphoring directions. I’m also wondering if McLaren 
offers a winch option. 
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/ Severe bends 
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Just getting to the foot of it is tricky enough: the Lambo has had 
to thread its Kardashian hips past farmsteads and dry stone walls, 
inducing panic as old English rock threatens to tumble on new Italian 
carbon. That appears to be the worst of it initially. We cross a cattle 
grid, the view from our low-slung seats opens up as the walls fall away, 
the hills rise around us and we pull over to take it all in. Exotic doors 
swing up, spoilers retract and, once the Lambo’s fan has done its work, 
we stand in the silence and enjoy Wainwright’s views. I find myself 
laughing. These cars in this location - they just look bananas. 

The Wrynose Pass (25 per cent slopes, hostile demeanour) bars 
the way to the Hardknott. Think of it as the warm-up before the main 
event - for reference, it’s as steep as Sani pass. I have a wager with Jack 
and Ollie: the Aventador will scrape its nose less than the others, even 
without using the nose lift. We set off, our growling beasts carefully 
picking their way up the slope. Scrape tally at the top? Once for the 
Lambo, three times for the Porsche, six for the McLaren. Which is also 
the only one with a carbon front splitter... 

Each scrape has made us wince and squirm, so at the top we’re 
on our hands and knees squinting under the noses, making sure it’s 
only cosmetic. Reassured, we press on alongside the river in this high 
glaciated valley, over a bridge, around a corner and... yep, that’s the 
Hardknott. How did they build a road up that face? It zigzags back and 
forth, a dizzying climb that kicks and rears its way up this cliff. This 
isn’t driving, this is mountaineering. 

Oh well, in for a penny. The Lambo sets off, and right from the 
word go, the diffs are chuntering, the thing practically hopping itself 
around the first corners. I’ve forgotten to switch to manual gears, so 
it goes for second, but the shift takes so long it loses all momentum 
and we come to a halt. Hmm. I can’t see anything but sky through the 
windscreen, but the low quarter lights give me some vision. Back into 
first, manual gears, traction in Sport mode and we’re off again. I take 


the bends on trust as I have only a rough idea where they are going, but 
that’s as tricky as it gets. The SV behaves impeccably the rest of the 
way up. It’s got good steering lock, a strong clutch and plentiful trac- 
tion. I reach the top of the pass and whoop with delight. I’ve reached 
the summit of the Hardknott in a ridiculous car. I don’t know why that 
feels like such an achievement, but it does. I feel like Edmund Hillary. I 
should plant a flag or something. 

Behind, things are less certain. Ollie reports on the radio that the 
GT3 RS’s dynamic engine mounts seem to be getting confused by 
the forces. Wheels are in the air, but no g is being pulled, and the car 
seems to be tensing and releasing, not helped by the tight differential 
scrabbling for grip. 

Still, it’s doing better than the McLaren. Poor steering lock, rear- 
wheel drive and 493kW are its undoing. Jack is having to reverse and 
take second bites at the hairpins, being ginger with the throttle to 
prevent wheelspin triggering the traction control and shutting 
momentum down. Progress, it must be said, is faltering. 

But eventually the round headlights of the Porsche appear over 
the final brow, and a few minutes later the lime-green nose of the 
lizard-hipped 675 appears. “That’s 28 now,” says Jack, popping the 
McLaren’s door up. The Lambo had scraped just twice, though I’d 
cheated, using nose lift the whole way up - but that’s what it’s there 
for, isn’t it? Nevertheless, I’m tickled pink, chuffed as nuts that we’ve 
got these three hardcore road-going racers to the top of the steepest 
road in Britain. We’ve climbed the Hardknott, so we stand around like 
vintage mountaineers, hands on hips, chins thrust out. 

We’ve got to get them down again. Rather than turn around imme- 
diately we decide to press on to complete the whole pass. We do this 
because we can’t turn around. So we end up, for reasons of photo- 
graphic vista as much as anything else, at Wast Water, the view recent- 
ly voted Britain’s favourite. It’s even better with three supercars in it. 


u 


Wast Water, the view 
voted Britain’s favourite, 
is even better with 
three supercars in it 


Full of schoolboy high spirits at our success, I prove to every- 
one that it’s possible to reverse a Lamborghini while sitting on the 
sill, and with that the rain comes. It’s the leading edge of Storm 
Desmond, which would go on to wreak havoc across Cumbria, 
and it makes our journey back across the Hardknott treacher- 
ous. Curtains of rain sweep across, the sky blackens and dark 
descends. Our cars feel tiny and isolated in this landscape. 

The Porsche is the car for this - confidence-inspiring, robust 
and iron-willed, it’s essentially bombproof. The upright seat 
now seems attacking, and it feels every inch the tarmac rally car. 
What a weapon this thing is. It laps up these conditions, blitzing 
through the water that’s running off the hills in torrents, the only 
one you’d dare drive hard right now. And then it beaches itself on 
a cattle grid, wheelspinning futilely on this impromptu dynamom- 
eter. That makes us laugh - until we have to get out and push... 

This 675LT has no aircon, and the incessant water exposure 
means it begins to mist up, the fan doing no more than guffing hot 
air at the deep windscreen. I grab a cloth to wipe it, only belatedly 
realising it’s my polish removal towel. Smeariness ensues. We 
fight our way back east across the Lake District, reversing for bel- 
ligerent vans and charging tractors, rattling nervously back down 
the Hardknott, attempting to escape the fading light and rising 
water. Earlier puddles are now wading tests, and the Aventador 
SV has many gaping water-ingestion points. 

But all three make it through unscathed. I’ve been so im- 
pressed with them today. I’d have forgiven any of them for being 
tetchy, I’d fully expected the Italian to have a proper hissy fit, but 
in fact it’s been the star of the show. I’m massively impressed with 
the Aventador SV, full of admiration for its ability to calmly and 
considerately deploy a tiny fraction of its power to accurate effect. 
I pat it goodnight. 

Overnight, the tyre goes flat. Typical. We put the compressor 
on and hear hissing from the sidewall. We spend 40 minutes 
fussing around with the foam and eventually fix it, but we know 
what this means - 80kph max. This wouldn’t have been a prob- 
lem yesterday, but today we want to give these cars a chance 
to show what they can actually do. So we’re leaving the Lakes, 
crossing the highway and heading into the Pennines, where the 
roads swoop more openly. So here’s the deal: the nearest steam- 
roller-width tyre is 209km away in Manchester, and the day is 
short, so we’ll do pictures first, then dispatch the Aventador 
to trundle south. 
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Driving impressions will have to wait until full fitness has been restored. 

In the meantime, the Porsche and McLaren are relishing the opportu- 
nity to show there is a world beyond 3000rpm and 65kph. These cars are 
y both genuinely sensational. Amongst the very best Pve ever driven. Ever. 

> Escaping the Lakes is like shedding a straitjacket for these two. I suddenly 
1 2 realise that yesterday they merely coped, today we’re getting the real 

®. “ picture of what they’re capable of. The Porsche is doing what it does best, 
5 ^ diving deep into corners on the brakes, then using its tail weight to drive 
J | itself out the other side. It’s a car you quickly build a rhythm and rapport 
2 u with and have genuine confidence in, due to its spectacular steering and 

O 0 

2 o communication skills. And the engine is just so special as it winds its 

o ^ 

m o way around to 8800rpm - in this company it feels a complete and utter 
m | bargain, fully understandable that they change hands for twice list price. 

> o In the Porsche, you have to drive around the inherent peculiarities of 
1 5 its layout - it’s part of its charm, in fact - but the McLaren makes them 
^ | feel like weaknesses. As I said earlier, this car moves with you. Almost 

55 5 flawlessly. It’s so natural, so graceful, so effortless; everything pivots 
2 ^ around the driver, both literally and metaphorically. You feel a key part of 
m i the whole, another component, albeit a squishier and more fallible one. 
a. § The steering is utterly sublime, the chassis wonderfully deft, the engine... 
|E < well, do yourself a favour and don’t turn the traction off. 
h | When the turbos ramp up, it’ll wheelspin through every gear, but 675’s 
z ^ dexterity is such, that you can play with the grip and all 497kW, feeling 
iE < perfectly comfortable doing so. I reckon it’s the fastest car here, although 


its twin-turbo engine doesn’t quite have the charisma of the 911’s chunt- 
ering, growling flat-six or the Aventador’s soaring VI 2. 

It’s six that evening before the SV is wearing its new tyres. Less 
aggressive Pirelli P Zeros have been fitted all round at Lamborghini 
Manchester, and they’ve transformed the car - less tyre roar and 
aggression, notably better ride comfort. Early the next morning, I take 
it for a drive to get a pint of milk. From two counties away. And here’s 
the thing with the SV - underneath, there’s a great driver’s car, one you 
can work with and enjoy, but you have to peel back the layers to discover 
it. Initially, it’s hard to get past the engine’s massive charisma and aura 
of intimidation, but when I start to push a bit the SV opens itself up 
and comes back to me. The front end is accurate, grip is mighty - OK, I 
can’t, daren’t, play with the balance like I can in the others, but on every 
straight, I get to open the taps on that epic V12 and feel the force. 

It’s a mad, mad thing, the Aventador SV, more force of nature than 
car. I’m so glad we gave these three, the SV, RS and LT, a little jeopardy on 
a local adventure by taking them over the Hardknott. There was 
something wonderful in not having to go to the ends of the Earth to 
achieve it. It also proved that hardcore cars are capable of more, of doing 
weirder stuff, that essentially they’ll rise to whatever challenge they’re 
presented with. I love that the spirit and energy they have can be directed 
in unusual ways. We might not do this again, but I’m very glad we did it 
at all. Maybe it’s just the seat, but in more ways than one I am now 
Lambo-shaped. And I love it. 1/d 
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he Deep South is quite 
possibly the most Ameri- 
canised part of Africa. And 
by Deep South we don’t 
mean Rosettenville, but 
Mzansi as a geographic 
point within the greater 
continent. Liberia might have the similarity of 
flag, but nowhere else on the world’s second-larg- 
est continent (or largest, if you use the JZ metric) 
is the proliferation of American icons - Coke, 
Ford and KFC - quite as endemic. 

Cruelly - and despite our addiction to Amer- 
ican entertainment, fast-food-grease nutrition 
and musicians in baggy or tight white clothing 
- South Africans have been denied the ultimate 
in automotive Americana. For more than four 
decades there’s been no playing My Little Pony, 
unless you were willing to risk calamitous safety- 
and steering-system failure with an aftermarket 
left- to right-hand drive converted Mustang. 

If you’re a South African resident old enough 
to drive, you’ll know that from crisis, opportu- 
nity is born; and after the 2008 global money 
max-out, Ford emerged with a strategy to truly 
globalise, in a fashion very different to that of its 
government: by offering symmetrical product 
options for all markets, instead of bombs. The 
true Equus caballus unicorn was finally born: a 
right-hand drive Mustang. 

The original pony car, helping American teen- 
agers terrorise the suburbs since 1964, has finally 
come to South Africa in its sixth generation, 
with the a helm on the right side. And we didn’t 
quite know what to do with it. So, as we probably 
would with a CAM Rhino or Fudi Lion, or any 
other vehicle carrying a name from Aristotle’s 
Mammalia class, we took the Mustang to meet 
some warm-blooded family first. A bonnet-lick of 
approval concluded our hasty meeting of ponies, 
before the inevitable happened: Mustang went all 



American on us, wanting to put on the feedbag. 

Keenly anticipating the benefits of such 
radical 1980s European engineering upgrades as 
independent rear suspension and overhead cam- 
shaft valve-gear, I’d been desperate to get into the 
new ’Stang and actually get driving, ranging out 
onto some choice South African mountain passes. 
It was not to be. Our “triple-yellow” V8 Mustang 
GT felt vulnerable and out of place on its Mzansi 
debut; it yearned for the calming influence of 
something familiar. To the nearest Burger Fair 
we went (locating it by smartphone map app - 
because Ford, for all its Sync technology, prefers 
its pony car to run wild in South Africa, without 
the benefit of satnav). 

A few milkshakes balancing on the driver’s 
window calmed our GT’s skittishness - before 
it inadvertently (but somewhat predictably) 
created a not-insignificant centre of hysteria 
among the other patrons, triggering a cacophony 
of smartphone fake-camera-shutter noises. The 
overall verdict: people’s choice for PCOTY 2016. 
Our short jaunt between stables and burger joint 
hadn’t even remotely revealed what Mustang 
6.0’s suite of mechanical bits is capable of, but 
absolutely any trace of doubt concerning its 
presence was well vanquished. 

A yellow car is not a comfortable steel-and- 
aluminium vessel to be seen in - Daihatsu’s 
Copen is an oft-cited example of such folly. But 
the Mustang is devoid of that inexplicable design 
jargon automotive designers often (and annoy- 
ingly) borrow from the architecture business; its 
visual appeal derives from its purity: elongated 
bonnet with defined ridges tracing the location of 
each cylinder bank, classic triple-slat rear lights, 
and proportions similar to those of the muscle 
cars you sketched as a kid. Neither subtle nor 
stylish, but between its four corners there’s much 
presence, and a simplicity that’s to be admired. 
Even the badging’s pleasingly understated: a 










Unlike many things American, 


there’s no bad angle to 


this ’Stang 


Mustangs. More than a decade ago I lived in 
America for a year, and drove, for a briefly trau- 
matic weekend, the Mustang 4.0 - an experience 
that has lingered ever since, with inextinguisha- 
ble awfulness. Almost unbelievably inert steering, 
waterbed-on-skateboard cornering dynamics, and 
'are you sure, are you sure, are you really sure?’ 
throttle response. Back in the present, Ford’s 
adamant: its first truly global Mustang is not an 
awkward, inbred American export that should 
never have been privileged a passport. 

Expectations are significant; but first, some 
equine history. For millennia, before the notoriety 
of horsemeat burgers, horses were more famous 
for being the swiftest way to get anywhere. In the 
beginning, though, riding was a touch suicidal: 
with no saddles, and laden with swords, horse- 
men spent a lot of time dying, after falling off and 
impaling themselves instead of the enemy. Then 
cavalry happened: that terrifically skilled weapons 
interface between horse and rider; and for the 
most part, horses were how the world’s principle 
borders were defined and territories settled. All 
of this thanks to stirrups each side of the saddle. 

The Mustang, too, has finally been gifted the stir- 
rups it deserves: independent rear suspension. 

And it shows. We’re hauling along without the 
nausea-inducing pitch-and-roll that has afflicted 
all but the most limited-edition SVT Mustangs 
that have gone before. It remains a large and 
not particularly light car at 1732kg, but guiding 
the ’Stang between yellow and middle-lane road 
markers at speed is no longer a hapless collabora- 
tion between hope, desperation and migraine- 
inducing concentration at the helm. Ride quality’s 
passable too, thanks to that independent rear; 
and despite cabin bits the quality of fast-food cut- 
lery, this V8 Mustang’s a rather convincing Amer- 
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simple Mustang motif set in the grille, 5.0-capac- 
ity rating aft of the front fenders, a GT roundel 
between the taillights, and - amazingly - not one 
actual Ford badge anywhere. 

Placated by milkshake, our Mustang’s mood 
has improved; we bid the Burger Fair goodbye, 
and set off to see if this R840000 thoroughbred 
can gallop. Yes, R84ok. For similar money, you 
could buy a Porsche Cayman, an Audi S5, BMW’s 
435i - all cars with less power, but impeccable 
poise and pedigree. More problematically, for 
a lot less there’s the Audi RS3, A45 AMG and 
Golf R - all three quite capable of running the 
naturally-aspirated V8 Mustang embarrassingly 
close from one set of Gauteng traffic lights to the 
next. In America, Ford’s Mustang V8 is priced 
between Golfs GTI and R, not even half the cost 
of a Cayman. A veritable bargain, Stateside; but 
in South Africa it’s retailing ambitiously close to 
seven figures, dramatically increasing the margin 
for misunderstanding. 

And seated at the wheel, there’s an awful lot 
of that. Misunderstanding. The cabin’s not an 
ergonomic disaster, with typically efficient Ford 
touchscreen function grouping, but the trim 
quality’s laughable for an R84ok car: we’re talking 
five-rand-store plastic bits pretending to be 
premium. At least the Mustang’s seats manage to 
be enormously comfy without being sofa- 
unsecure when you navigate a corner. Yes: a 
corner. Enemy of American road-builders, and as 
a result, of pony-car engineers too. Horse racing 
might be an oval-track sport, but we’re not here 
to indulge comfortable American excuses. Cor- 
ners are what we seek - a challenging sequence 
of them, which rural South Africa’s known for. 

About now, perhaps, it’s time for a moment 
of honesty; to admit a personal bias concerning 





ican endurance driving machine. So comfortable 
and well-mannered at i5C>okm-in-a-day cruising 
velocities, one wonders whether perhaps some 
Canadian influence has washed across the Great 
Lakes into Dearborn’s engineering headquarters. 

But fate is a keeper of destiny without con- 
science. It intervenes at will; just as we’re getting 
settled and up to speed with the Mustang, the 
tyre-pressure sensor system digitises an opinion 
that our left rear Pirelli’s not in the best of health. 
Hissing like a cornered geelslang, in fact, thanks 
to a tidy-sized bolt, flush in the tread groove. 
Fantastic. Time for an emergency reshoeing of 
our steed. A single mushroom plug has us rolling 
again, but we’ve lost quite a bit of time, and 
there’s an oval track pencilled into our schedule. 

So I toggle the centre stack switches request- 
ing more steering feel and less stability interven- 
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FORD MUSTANG 

Price: R839 9 00 
Engine: 4951cc, V8 
306kW@6500rpm, 
530Nm @ 4250rpm 

Performance: 

O-IOOkph 
in 4.8secs, 263kph 
Transmission: 6spd auto, 
RWD 

Economy: 121/1 00km, 
287g/km C0 2 
Weight: 1732kg 


tion, before tugging the tall auto shifter to ‘S’. 
Many kays to go, not much time before sunset, 
and a road with no barriers to limit the conse- 
quences - in a previous-generation Mustang, I 
wouldn’t have relished any of this. To aid our 
urgency, there’s a coyote above the front wheels: 
code for Ford’s 5-litre V8, featuring such radical 
technologies - for a Mustang - as overhead cam- 
shafts and valve timing. It pulls tidily, with 435 
metric horses (306 kW) and 530 Newtons on tap; 
but even in ‘S’ mode, the six-speed Getrag auto 


has a frustrating schizophrenia about its shifting. 

Blame the dishonest Germans, with their mil- 
lisecond-throttle-response turbocharged engines, 
better-than-manual dual-clutch gearboxes, and 
exhaust-valve actuation witchcraft. I’ve become 
so accustomed to all of this that the traditional 
linearity of Mustang’s naturally-aspirated V8 feels 
timid. It’s disappointingly muted too, both at 
idle and ample throttle; where a boosted German 
bent eight (or even six) sounds like a Luftwaffe 
re-enactment, there’s no trace of the Mustang’s 
P-51 namesake to be found in any register of its 
exhaust acoustic. Pity. 

Perhaps it can gymkhana. Before Ken Block’s 
edits, this was known as the ultimate test of 
horse agility. Our mount’s straining the Mustang 
stereotype with each adjustment of the helm: 
steering’s not crisp, but laudable in its obedience 




^-r^OVERWEIGHT 
^ ' PONY, BUT ALSO 

A VERY WELL- 
BALANCED ONE” 




to following some ambitious lines at speed 
- something previous ’Stangs would just 
have bucked at. Soon, the oval - with its 
scarred, rubber-sealed surface and after- 
thought catch fencing - comes into view. 

Now to navigate the exhaustingly elab- 
orate Mustang interface menu: traction 
off, everything set to ‘track’, time to lap. 
Maddeningly, I have keep having to clip its 
left paddle-shifter to lock second gear; but 
in a place where my ride should be seeking 
out the harsh reality of a 1.2-metre retain- 
ing wall, those front wheels are trimming 
perfectly, with the rear tyres chirping a 
perfect angle of sideways. The Mustang’s 
limited-slip differential’s assisting, notice- 
ably, but there’s no denying the truth: this 
might be a slightly overweight pony, but 


it’s also a very well-balanced one. 

On reflection, Mustang’s panel 
misalignment and cabin materials are 
laughable, for an R84ok car; the hand- 
brake’s maddeningly ill-located, due to 
its left-hand drive production bias; and a 
performance-to-cost analysis will reveal 
that many of its rivals are superior. If any 
of that matters particularly, or at all. 

See, none of those rivals can match the 
Mustang’s iconic presence. And you know 
horsey people: they never tell you what 
their steeds cost, to purchase or maintain, 
or whether you’ve accidently eaten a 
retired one. They’re just irrationally drawn 
to them. For the Mustang in Mzansi, it’s 
going to be much the same - it’s strangely 
loveable, this fat pony. EZ3 
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MAZDA CX-5 VWAMAROK BMW 435i 

Sav hello ro The home-wrecker Why the ultimate Amarok is notthe Ultimate I Sit tight, go faster. Or weirder 







HELLO 


170kph 


1 2488cc,4cyl turbodiesel, 4WD, 128kW, 403Nm -t 6M I 9I/100KM, 238g/km C02 #0-100kph in 11.4 sec, 
1962kg R R447 900 Total km 1358km Driver Lance Branquinho Why it’s here We like our bakkies with Dakar pedigrees 


D ew claims are more prepos- 
terous than that entitled Aus- 
tralian one about the Queen’s 
great southern island being 
an authentically wild country. There are no 
deadly, stalking carnivores; no enormous 
mountains, mighty rivers or immense can- 
yons. Aussies think their retirement-friendly, 
health- and safety-policed province of the 
United Kingdom is terrain-testing enough 
to mandate double-cab ownership; but 
many years ago, a man drove across their 
continentally-categorised Island in a Mini. 

No. South Africans are genuine 
double-cab people. Our bakkies are 
regularly dispatched on true adventures 
beyond the school run. The spoilt Aus- 
tralians, with their inflation-proof currency, 
are an embarrassment to the notion of 
Southern Hemisphere resilience. 

Fortunately, we can count on our South 
American friends. Towering Andes. Killer 
jaguars (no, not rusted XJs). An ocean-like 
Amazon River, and canyons deep enough 
to tip even the most impervious BASE 
jumpers into vertigo. Latin America has 
proper bakkie terrain. Little surprise it has 
so effortlessly became second home to the 



IN DETAIL 


These guys didn't 
sleep for three weeks 
to ensure that... 



..This bakkie could 
displace a lot of 
South American 
dust. Top chaps 


world s most torturous desert race. Imagine 
how boring an Australian Dakar would be. 

In Argentina and Bolivia you also learn 
to pronounce Spanish words, comically 
misused in popular conversational English, 
properly. Words such as ‘Navara’, correctly 
spelled ‘Navarra’ in Castilian, the name 
of fiercely independent Basque Spain. All 
along the Dakar route there’s Spanish tutor- 
ing freely available from charmingly enthu- 
siastic Latin American Dakar fans - and this 
year there were Navaras competing, so you 
could learn to staccato that ‘R’ properly. An 
SA-crewed Navara even finished 37 th . 

For 2016, we’re going to crew one too. 
Well, for a while; until the new one arrives. 
A decade old the Navara might be, but to 
many it remains the most handsome bakkie 
ever sold in South Africa. Preliminary 
impressions are of ergonomic oddness 
(I980s-calculator-font digital displays) and 
an unheralded engine. 

The Navaras most celebrated feature 
was always its 4-litre V6 (discontinued), but 
our XE double-cab’s diesel is a very credi- 
ble deputy, being the mid-range of Nissan’s 
three locally available 2.5-litre options, with 
128kW and 403Nm - only 12kW and 47 


torques shy of the top-spec LE auto. 

It still looks good, but whereas my first 
experience with the Navara - a blue 4.0 
V6 auto, back in 2007 - heralded many a 
parking nightmare, bakkies have become so 
enormous that in 2016, the Navaras almost 
an agile thing about town, navigating 
effortlessly in and out of the lair that is 
TG s underground parking garage. 


NAVARA 2.5DCI LE 


G000STUFF 

A The oft- (and 
cruelly-) ignored 
2.5 is a marvel: 
smooth, sounds 
very much not like 
a tractor, and has 
more than 400 
torques. Result 


BADSTUFF 

▼ Satellite 
steering-wheel 
controls would 
have been nice. 
Traditional 
Japanese 
instrumentation, 
orange and 
backlit, is an 
unhappy reminder 
of the 1980s 
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MAZDA CX-5 2.2 DE AKERA AWD 




And in the left corner. 



#2191cc,4cyl turbodiesel, AWD, 129kW,420Nm -f 6A ft 5.9/1 00km, 155g/km C02 # O-IOOkph in 9.4sec, 204kph & 1440kg 
R R474 700 Total km 9873 Driver Owen Willoughby Why it’s here To be the cat among the crossover pigeons 


n the face of it, you could be 
forgiven for thinking that the 
CX-5 - the latest (though 
also, late to the party) 
offering from Mazda - is a shrunken, 
scaled-down version of the CX-5. But like 
me, you’d be wrong. To illustrate the point, 
and in the interest of science, we purposely 
parked it next to our long-term CX-5. 
Seeing is believing, right? 

There’s a long list of contenders for the 
title of crossover king’. Competing against 
the likes of the Nissan Juke, Renault 
Captur, Ford EcoSport, Citroen C4 
Cactus and Opel Mokka, the CX-5 has a 
fight on its hands. Good thing then that 
it’s based on Mazda’s sublime supermini, 
the Mazda2. Basically, it’s a Mazda2 on 
stilts (though you won’t hear that from 
Mazda) - except when it comes to the 
engine. Where the Mazda2 comes with a 
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Sharing is caring. 
Much the same 
as its sibling, the 
CX-5s interior is 
practically the same 
as the Mazda2's 


1.5-litre mill, the CX-5 has the same revvy 
little 2.0-litre engine found in the MX-5, 
delivering 115kW and 204Nm. 

If on the outside it’s hard to say whether 
the CX-5 is more CX-5 than Mazda2, one 
thing that’s very evident is Mazda’s Kodo 
design philosophy. The CX-5 has to be 
the most stylish among all its peers, from 
the flowing curves on the flanks to the long 
bonnet, ending with that distinctive grille. 

It doesn’t ride high, in that pseudo- 
off-roader sort of way; nor is it overly 
festooned with black plastic bits, to make 
it look tough. 

Inside it’s Mazda2 all over again. The 
model we drove is the range-topping 
2.0 Individual auto. With a price tag of 
R525 900, it’s one of the more expensive 
crossovers in its class. That buys you com- 
bination leather and cloth seats, Mazda’s 
infotainment system, a heads-up display 
unit, seven-speaker Bose sound system, 
and integrated navigation. 

Seated in the cabin, one does get that 
‘perceived quality’ impression; still, there’s 
too much plastic, executed to varying 
degrees of competency. It seems premium, 
but there’s a sense that it’s still a bit 
Japanese inside. Adequately spacious it is 
too... but only in the front, really. The back 
feels cramped, and rear-window visibility 
is minimal, to say the least. Luckily, this 
potential parking issue is mitigated with a 


reverse camera as standard. 

On the road is where the CX-5 
impressed the most. The six-speed auto- 
matic box is well matched to the normally- 
aspirated 2.0-litre engine, especially higher 
up the rev range. Handling is dynamic and 
firm, like a heavier, more settled Mazda2, 
although those stylish 18in alloys are shod 
with lowish profile rubber, making for harder 
than expected mini-SUV ride quality. I 
suspect those 18-inchers will also scruff 
to ruin if tarmac isn't your preferred terrain. 

So if you want a Mazda2 with a 
2.0-litre engine that can wander slightly 
off-road, get the Mazda CX-5. More 
usefully, if you’re looking for a stylish 
crossover that’s still well-specced for the 
money? Get the entry-level Active manual, 
at a rand-stretching R245 900. 
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GOODBYE 


1 1968cc, 4cyl biturbo diesel, RWD, 132kW, 420Nm # 8A # 8.2l/100km, 216g/km C02 A O-IOOkph in 10.6sec, 180kph 
1896kg R R483 600 Total km 13694 Driver Lance Branquinho Why it was here Because a Rolls autobox in a double-cab works. Best 



outh African bakkie ‘editions’. 
If you’ve ever wondered what 
happened to that person who 
kept your tutorial working 
group floundering during second-year 
marketing, well, now you know. They 
became a bakkie ‘special edition’ planner. 

In a country as obsessed and literate 
about double-cabs as SA, it’s incredible 
that marketing people suppose customers 
will be wooed by a good bakkie with a bad 
name and some trinkets. They’re as awful 
and insulting to South Africa’s bakkie-ador- 
ing public as five-year interest-accruing 
furniture financing is to our GINI index. 

Analysed, no special edition makes any 
sense whatsoever. If you’re one of those 
bakkie owners who prefers to drive your 
garden refuse away just before the clock 
resets to 00:00, in 2014 Isuzu released 
the Midnite edition (and yes, they spelled 
it incorrectly) just for you. Ironically, you 
could order it in white. Better yet was the 
Serengeti KB, but you weren’t even given 
the option of full indigenisation, with 
leopard-skin seats. Then there was Nissan’s 
Navara Titanium, which - predictably - 
didn’t contain even a trace of titanium. 

Despite all the confusion these ‘edition’ 
double-cabs cause - not to mention the 
embarrassment owners are subjected to 
braaiside, when interrogated about ‘what 



IN DETAIL 


Loackable tailgate 
makes for best boot 
ever. The cover that 
seals it, was 
hateful to operate 



This is VWs official 
Ultimate edition 
Amarok. Means 
new one is 
probably 
on the way 


their bakkie means?!’ - we re still being 
exposed to wondrous new limited-edition 
double-cabs. The latest being from VW: 
evidence that even calculated German 
sensibility has its limits. 

As with all other ‘edition’ double-cabs, 
it has a terrifically unoriginal name: the 
Ultimate. Which logically implies that 
there’ll never be another. 

Factually it’s a 2.0 BiTDI 132kW 
4Motion Highline Amarok automatic, and 
the trinkets are many: silver wing-mirror 
covers (not real silver), ‘Ultimate’ graphics 
(how else would you know?), rain-sensing 
wipers (handy in SA these days) and a 
specific treat for Karoo farmers in winter - 
heated front seats. Also, the first Amarok to 
retail for R600k. #becausemarketing. 

The Ultimate’s unique selling point is 
illumination: it’s the first bakkie with Bi- 
xenons and daylight LEDs. On gravel roads 
where bakkies roam, perhaps beaming 
diodes aid collision avoidance; but for the 
most part, the Ultimate’s premium would 
appear to be folly. 

Utterly meaningless, then? Not quite. 
Special edition double-cabs are usually the 
final momentum push, to flush inventory, 
before a new model is released. Our suspi- 
cion is that an evolved, second-generation 
Amarok could be revealed at the Frankfurt 
auto show in September. 


As we bid farewell to our Amarok, 
the overriding sense is that it really lacks 
for nothing. Most sensible in RWD, with 
a driving experience buoyed by the best 
automatic transmission in the world (Rolls- 
Royce uses it too), and German passenger 
car-type comfort... it really is akin to a 
Passat with one-ton carrying capacity. 
Quite something, that. 


VW AMAROK 2.0 


GOODSTUFF 

A Conventional 
bakkie merits 
(gravel traversing 
and load-carrying 
ability) meet 
passenger-car 
cabin comfort 

i Automatic 
bakkie 

transmissions are 
usually hateful 
four-speed 
things. Amarok’s 
was an eight- 
speed wonder 


BADSTUFF 

▼ Educating 
irritating braai 
guests that their 
‘1-litre brandy, 

2- litre Coke, 

3- litre bakkie’ 
appropriation-of- 

purpose joke is 
old and fallacious. 
Who keeps letting 
these people out 
of the asylum on 
weekends? 
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#2979cc,6cyl petrol turbo, RWD, 225kW, 400Nm *? 8A ft 7.51/1 00km, 174g/km C02 # O-IOOkph in 5.2sec, 250kph & 1585kg 
R R754 540 (R847 890 as tested) Total km 5953 Driver Braam Peens Why it’s here Sit down and you'll feel why 


n rom women to wine to music, 
there’s nothing as individual 
as our own preferences. Wars 
have been fought over more 

minor issues. 

Except one. 

And it’s something we never ponder 
- until it’s violated, and we’re tasked with 
restoring it to its original state. 

There is no preference so curious as 
preferred seating position. It speaks vol- 
umes about a driver, and it’s one of the first 
things I notice when watching other people 
in their cars. 

If trapped around a support circle and 
forced to confess a weakness, it’d be about 
my own seating preference: as low as 
possible, for optimal feel for the car; very 
close to the wheel, for maximum steering 
leverage and easy access to other controls; 
the wheel itself set for uppermost reach; 
and the seatback set reasonably upright, 
to allow for an above-average bend in 
the elbows. 

While perfect for my requirements, and 
perfectly logical - and perfectly attainable, 


IN DETAIL 



Eco Pro mode not 
used this month; 
half a litre per 
tank average is the 
penalty for 
such frivolity 


in most cars - unfortunately, such 
obsessive-compulsion also happens to 
be squarely at odds with the preferences 
of my knuckle-dragging colleagues, when 
having to share cars. Teeth are gritted; 
chests bumped. Blood threatens to flow. 

Comfort equals optimal distribution of 
weight and support. Simple. But for many, 
seating position is an affliction some manu- 
facturers are better able to soothe than 
others; the holding cells at Guantanamo 
Bay offer more luxury than Chinese- or 
Indian-built cockpits (and often smell 
better, too). And at the other side of the 
galaxy reside the top sportscar manufactur- 
ers, such as Porsche. 

The 435i very nearly falls in the latter 
camp. The front seats envelop occupants 
like a sheath does a sword; an embodiment 
of BMW’s commitment to making cars that 
really feel like driver’s cars. 

The electric seat’s memory function 
doubles as a relationship councillor, 
because your wife also gets to save her own 
individual settings and can recall them at 
a the press of a button, thereby avoiding 


any marriage-threatening squabbles. When 
buying a 435i, you don’t have to pay 
BMW any extra money for this privilege 
(R11 800 in lesser 4 Series cars); and best 
of all, you - as the primary driver - get to 
save your own preferences under the slot 
marked, er, ‘Number One’. 

A seat of power, indeed. 


BMW 4351 


GOOD STUFF BADSTUFF 


A Straight-six 
and RWD: BMW 
keeps on doing 
what they do 
best. Then they 
make it better, 
with experience- 
enhancing seats 


▼ 360-degree 
bird’s-eye-view 
camera should 
have come 
as standard. 
Instead there’s 
only a beta 
version of 

PDCV0.01 
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FOR THAT ESSENTIAL DAILY FIX OF TOPGEAR: 

WWW.TOPGEAR.CO.ZA 


TopGear 





EVERYTHING YOU 
NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT BUYING 
NEW CARS 


DATA COLLATED BY 


iST UPDATED ON 25 JANUARY 2016 


TURNOVER 


P ihaus styling Influence makes its cars appear a touch generic but 
the cabins are flawless, RS symbolic of I ngolstadt’s ascendance. 


Essentially a really posh Polo, Audi's A1 wears 
the Emperor's New Clothes Eit her way it's good, 
but R2 50k* good? 



3 ^ori.( 


3^Bor_i,OT 

3-door lO Tauto 
3 3 -do or i.4T 
3-door 14Tauto 
3 door 1ST 
Sport bade l.OT 
Sportback l .OT auto 
Sportback 1.4T 
Sportback 1.4T auto 
Sport back 1.8T 
SI 3 doatquatlro 
SI . SpoiWSck_quattrq 


70 180 

£82500 7D IGD 

299500 92 200 


318000 

392500 


92 200 

141 20 


272500 70 FGD 

290000 70 EGO 

306000 92 200 

323500 92 200 

390000 141 250 

452500 170 370 

490000 170 370 


tM Ml 

si BE 
0.9 189 

8.8 204 

9.8 204 

9.8 234 
til IBS 
tl.l 188 

8.9 204 

9.9 204 
9.9 234 

5.8 250 

5.9 250 


4.4 

4.9 

4.9 

5.9 
4.2 
U 

iL 

4.9 

5.9 

7.0 

7.1 


97 900 

102 m 

115 0710 

H2 Sit 

129 SflO 

97 ono 

102 9710 

118 9710 

112 0/10 

129 770 

1G2 0710 

IBS 0718 


EURO ^CAP: • * • • 
BootS^O/920 litres 


• L: 395cm W: 174cm H: 141cm 
Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


TG SPEAKS 

Our verdict on the brand 


SOME WORDS... 

...about the car. These may or may nor find favour with you 

FUEL ECONOMY 

Less is, urn, more, same applies re O-IOOkph, top 


MODEL CHOICE 

You won’t find every car here, just the ones that count 

CRASH TESTING 

You want five srars here, y’know, safety marrers 

D00T VOLUME 

Two numbers here? That’s for seats up & down 


NEW THIS MONTH 


MERCEDES-BENZ GLS 


PRICE 


kW 


0-100 


km/h 


L/IOOkm 


002 


GLS5QO 


1363 648 335 700 5.3 


250 


254 


VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 


P121 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/I00km 

002 

RATING 


2.0TSI R-Line auto 47B800 

162 

350 

6.7 

246 

6.2 

143 

8/10 
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TopGear on Abarth 


Oddly Austrian in origin the original hot hatch brand was conve- 
niently forgotten by Fiat in favour of Alfa Romeo. Not anymore. 



Comparatively senseless. But when a car's this pretty, 
light and engaging, you just want one. 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

D-1D0 

km/h 

l/IDOkm 

M2 

RATING 

595 turismo 1.4T 

337990 

118 

230 

7.4 

210 

8.5 

155 

7/10 

595 turismo 1.4T auto 

353990 

118 

230 

7.8 

209 

8.5 

151 

7/10 

595C turismo 1.4T 

378990 

118 

230 

7.4 

210 

8.5 

155 

8/10 

595C turismo 1.4T auto 

394990 

118 

230 

7.8 

209 

8.5 

151 

8/10 


EuroNCAP: 355cm, W: 163cm, H: 149cm. 

Boot: 185 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


TopGear on Alfa Romeo: 


Gorgeous styling cloaks average mechanical bits. Petrolhead cre- 
dentials invalidated if you haven’t owned one once. 4C rather special. 



Alfa’s 'small’ car is actually quite big. Except on the 
inside. Yes, it’s the Mini all over again, albeit better 
to look at and worse to drive. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 km/h 

l/IDOkm 

002 

RATINO 

1.4TBi Distinctive 

312990 

100 

206 

8.4 207 

5.6 

129 

5/10 

1.4TBi Quadrifoglio Verde 

336900 

125 

250 

7.3 219 

8.0 

139 

5/10 


EuroNCAP: 406cm W: 172cm H: 144cm 

Boot: 270/950 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



More flawed yet tempting stuff from Fiat’s Taste 
the Difference range. It’s no Golf, which is why you 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/TOOkm 

002 

RATINO 

1.4TBi Distinctive 

365900 

125 

250 

7.8 

218 

5.8 

134 

6/10 

1.4TBi Exclusive 

398990 

125 

250 

7.7 

218 

5.2 

121 

7/10 

1750TBi Quadrifoglio Verde 

448990 

177 

340 

6.0 

244 

7.0 

162 

7/10 


EuroNCAP: 435cm W: 180cm H: 146cm 

Boot: 350/1045 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


I4C 




1 




1 

Achingly gorgeous, ultimately flawed, lightweight 
sports car. An Alfa then. 

1 

OM 


I 


PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/TOOkm 

M2 

RATING 

coupe 

1106000 

177 

350 

4.5 

258 

6.8 

157 

8/10 

Spider 

1276000 

177 

350 

4.5 

257 

6.9 

181 

8/10 

Euro NCAP: n/a L: 399cm W: 186cm 
Boot: 110 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 

H: 118cm 




TopGear on Aston Martin: 


James Bond’s car company defines the term cool Britannia. 

An achingly beautiful range of cars which all look quite similar. 



The car that took on the 91 1 . And lost. But hey, it’s 
an Aston, which means your handmade brogues 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

M2 

RATING 

V8 Vantage 

POA 

313 

470 

4.9 

290 

13.8 

321 

7/10 

V8 Vantage auto 

POA 

313 

470 

4.9 

290 

12.9 

299 

7/10 

V8 Vantage roadster 

POA 

313 

470 

5.1 

290 

13.8 

321 

7/10 

V8 Vantage roadster auto 

POA 

313 

470 

5.1 

290 

12.9 

299 

7/10 

V8 Vantage S 

POA 

321 

490 

4.5 

305 

13.8 

321 

7/10 

V8 Vantage S auto 

POA 

321 

490 

4.5 

305 

12.8 

296 

8/10 

V8 Vantage S roadster 

POA 

321 

490 

4.5 

305 

13.8 

321 

7/10 

V8 Vantage S roadster auto 

POA 

321 

490 

4.5 

305 

12.8 

296 

7/10 

VI 2 Vantages 

POA 

421 

620 

3.9 

330 

14.7 

343 

8/10 

VI 2 Vantage S roadster 

POA 

421 

820 

4.0 

323 

14.7 

343 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 438cm W: 187cm H: 126cm 
Boot: 300 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


Actually a blend of DB9 and now-defunct Virage. 
Not without charm, but, really Aston, it's time for 
new ideas. 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

M2 

RATING 

coupe 

POA 

380 

820 

4.6 

295 

14.3 

333 

8/10 

Volante 

POA 

380 

820 

4.8 

295 

14.3 

333 

8/10 

coupe GT 

POA 

403 

620 

4.5 

295 

14.3 

333 

8/10 

Volante GT 

POA 

403 

620 

4.5 

295 

14.3 

333 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 472cm W: 188cm H: 128cm 
Boot: 152/184 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Aston has ensured the latest Rapide is, err, rapid-er 
by giving it the engine from the latest Vanquish. 
Better than ever. 


Rapide S 


0-100 k m/h L/IDPkm M2 RATING 

4.9 306 14.3 332 8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 502cm W: 193cm H: 135cm 
Boot: 317/886 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 



Overhauled DBS is another evolutionary step from 
Aston and is likely to struggle to broaden the 
customer base. 


coupe 


424 630 


0-100 km/h L/IOOkm 002 RATINE 

3.8 324 12.8 298 7/10 


PDA 


424 830 4.0 317 12.8 298 8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 472cm W: 190cm H: 129cm 
Boot: n/a Fuel Tank: 78 litres 



Bauhaus styling influence makes its cars appear a touch generic but 
the cabins are flawless. R8 symbolic of Ingolstadt’s ascendance. 


n 



J 

Essentially a really posh Polo, Audi’s A1 wears 
the Emperor’s New Clothes. Either way it’s good, 
but R250k+good? 






PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km C02 

RATING 

3-door 1.GTS 

2B75DD 

70 

180 

10.9 

186 

4.2 97 

6/10 

3-door TOTS 

2B75DD 

70 

160 

10.9 

186 

4.4 102 

5/10 

3-door 1.0TSE 

282DDD 

70 

180 

10.9 

186 

4.2 97 

5/10 

3-door 1.0TSE auto 

299500 

70 

160 

10.9 

186 

4.4 102 

5/10 

3-door 1.4TSE 

306500 

92 

200 

8.8 

204 

4.9 115 

6/10 

3-door 1.4TSE auto 

324000 

92 

200 

8.8 

204 

4.9 112 

6/10 

3-door 1.8T Sport 

392500 

141 

250 

6.8 

234 

5.6 129 

6/10 

Sportbackl.OTS 

275000 

70 

160 

11.1 

186 

4.2 97 

6/10 

Sportback I.OTSauto 

292500 

70 

180 

11.1 

188 

4.4 102 

6/10 

Sportbackl.OTSE 

209500 

70 

180 

11.1 

188 

4.2 97 

6/10 

Sportback I.OTSEauto 

307000 

70 

180 

11.1 

188 

4.4 102 

6/10 

Sportback 1.4TSE 

314000 

92 

200 

8.9 

204 

5.1 118 

6/10 

Sportback 1.4TSE auto 

331500 

92 

200 

8.9 

204 

4.9 112 

6/10 

Sportback 1.8T Sport 

400000 

141 

250 

8.9 

234 

5.6 129 

7/10 

SI 3-door quattro 

482500 

170 

370 

5.8 

250 

7.0 162 

8/10 

SI Sportback quattro 

470000 

170 

370 

5.9 

250 

7.1 168 

8/10 


EURONCAP: 395cm W: 174cm H: 141cm 

Boot: 270/920 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


New A3 is here. Old looks, but new bits underneath. 
Now more polished than ever. 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

C 02 

RATING 

3-door 1.2TS 

337000 

77 

175 

10.3 

193 

4.9 

114 

8/10 

3-door 1.4T S 

345500 

90 

200 

9.3 

203 

5.2 

120 

7/10 

3-door 1.4TS auto 

362500 

90 

200 

9.2 

203 

4.9 

114 

7/10 

3-door 1.6TDIS 

381000 

77 

250 

10.7 

195 

3.9 

102 

7/10 

3-door 1.8TSE 

384000 

132 

250 

7.1 

232 

5.8 

135 

6/10 

3-door 1.8TSEauto 

401000 

132 

250 

7.2 

232 

5.6 

130 

6/10 

3-door 1.8T quattro 

442000 

132 

280 

8.7 

228 

6.6 

152 

7/10 

Sportback 1.2TS 

344500 

77 

175 

10.5 

193 

4.9 

114 

8/10 

Sportback 1.4TS 

353000 

90 

200 

9.5 

203 

5.3 

123 

6/10 

Sportback 1.4T S auto 

370000 

90 

200 

9.3 

203 

5.0 

116 

7/10 

Sportback 1.6TDI S 

388500 

77 

250 

10.9 

195 

3.9 

102 

6/10 

Sportback 1.8T SE 

391500 

132 

250 

7.2 

232 

5.8 

135 

6/10 

Sportback 1.8T SE auto 

408500 

132 

250 

7.3 

232 

5.8 

130 

8/10 

Sportback 2.0TDISE 

428500 

110 

320 

8.4 

213 

4.5 

119 

7/10 

Sportback 1.8T quattro 

449500 

132 

280 

6.8 

228 

6.6 

152 

7/10 

sedan 1.4TS 

363000 

92 

200 

9.4 

212 

5.3 

122 

7/10 

sedan 1.4TSauto 

380000 

90 

200 

9.3 

211 

5.0 

116 

7/10 

sedan 1.4TSE 

382000 

92 

200 

9.4 

212 

5.3 

122 

6/10 

sedan 1.4TSEauto 

399000 

90 

200 

9.3 

211 

5.0 

116 

6/10 

sedan 1.6TDI Sauto 

398500 

77 

250 

10.8 

195 

3.9 

102 

7/10 

sedan 1.8TSE 

401500 

132 

250 

7.2 

242 

5.8 

135 

6/10 

sedan 1.8TSEauto 

418500 

132 

250 

7.3 

235 

5.6 

129 

6/10 

sedan 2.0TDI SE auto 

436500 

110 

320 

8.4 

219 

4.5 

118 

7/10 

sedan 1.8T quattro 

459500 

132 

280 

6.8 

235 

6.5 

149 

7/10 

cabriolet 1.4T S 

458500 

92 

200 

10.2 

211 

5.3 

124 

8/10 

cabriolet 1.4T Sauto 

475500 

92 

200 

10.2 

211 

5.1 

119 

8/10 

cabriolet 1.8T SE 

490000 

132 

250 

7.7 

242 

6.0 

140 

7/10 

cabriolet 1.8TSEauto 

507000 

132 

250 

7.8 

242 

5.8 

133 

7/10 

S3 3-door quattro 

558500 

206 

380 

5.0 

250 

6.9 

159 

7/10 

S3 Sportback quattro 

566000 

206 

380 

5.1 

250 

6.9 

160 

7/10 

S3 sedan quattro 

576000 

206 

380 

5.0 

250 

6.9 

159 

7/10 

S3 cabriolet quattro 

663000 

206 

380 

5.4 

250 

7.1 

1B5 

n/d 

RS3 Sportback quattro 

710000 

270 

465 

4.3 

250 

8.1 

189 

8/10 


EURONCAP: 424/431/446cm W: 178/1 79cm H: 142cm 

Boot: 365-1100/380-1220/425-880 litres Fuel Tank: 50/55/60 litres 



This is the car Audi says rivals the Range Rover 
Evoque. Oh dear. A high-rise Golf with an inferiority 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/TOOkm 

C 02 

RATING 

1.4TS 

410500 

110 

250 

9.2 

204 

5.5 

133 

8/10 

1.4T Sauto 

428000 

110 

250 

8.9 

204 

5.8 

138 

6/10 

2.0T quattro 

509000 

132 

320 

7.6 

217 

6.5 

150 

6/10 

2.0TDI quattro 

525500 

135 

380 

8.2 

212 

5.3 

139 

8/10 

RS Q3 quattro 

789500 

228 

420 

5.2 

250 

8.8 

208 

7/10 


EURONCAP: 439cm W: 183cm H: 159cm 

Boot: 460/1 365 litres Fuel Tank: 64 litres 


Competence is overrated. And here's the proof. 
Yep, thehas all the quality and image you crave, 
but it's a bit... cold. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lD0km 

002 

RATING 

1.8T 88kW S 

379500 

88 

230 

10.5 

208 

6.5 

151 

4/10 

1.8TS 

406500 

125 

320 

8.1 

230 

5.7 

134 

8/10 

1.8T Sauto 

423500 

125 

320 

8.3 

225 

5.8 

134 

5/10 

1.8TSE 

421500 

125 

320 

8.1 

230 

5.7 

134 

6/10 

1.8TSEauto 

438500 

125 

320 

8.3 

225 

5.8 

134 

5/10 

1.8T SE Sport Edition Plus 

429750 

125 

320 

8.1 

230 

5.7 

134 

5/10 

1 ,8T SE Sport Edition Plus auto 

448750 

125 

320 

8.3 

225 

5.8 

134 

5/10 

2.0TDIe S 

413000 

105 

320 

9.2 

218 

4.5 

119 

8/10 

2.0TDI Sauto 

432500 

130 

380 

7.9 

222 

4.8 

127 

5/10 

2.0TDISE 

430500 

130 

380 

8.2 

230 

4.8 

120 

6/10 

2.0TDISEauto 

447500 

130 

380 

7.9 

222 

4.8 

127 

5/10 

2.0TDI SE Sport Edition Plus 

438750 

130 

380 

8.2 

230 

4.8 

120 

5/10 

2.0TDI SE Sport Edition Plus auto 455 750 

130 

380 

7.9 

222 

4.8 

127 

5/10 

2.0TSE 

483000 

165 

350 

6.8 

250 

5.9 

138 

8/10 

2.0T quattro 

564500 

165 

350 

8.4 

245 

6.6 

152 

8/10 

3.0TDI quattro 

616000 

180 

500 

5.9 

250 

5.7 

149 

6/10 

3.0T quattro 

617500 

200 

400 

5.4 

250 

7.5 

174 

8/10 

all road 2.0T 

536500 

185 

350 

8.7 

234 

7.0 

184 

7/10 

allroad 2.0TDI 

542000 

130 

380 

8.1 

210 

8.0 

156 

7/10 

S4 quattro 

760000 

245 

440 

5.1 

250 

7.7 

178 

7/10 

S4 Avant quattro 

777000 

245 

440 

5.1 

250 

7.8 

180 

7/10 

RS4 Avant quattro 

1061000 

331 

430 

4.7 

250 

10.7 

249 

8/10 


EURONCAP: 470/472cm W: 183cm H: 141/ 

144cm Boot: 480/962/1430 litres Fuel Tank: 61/63 litres 



mm 

Audi’s ‘small’ SUV is only small because the Q7 
is the size of sub-Saharan Africa. It’s small inside 
though, if that helps. Which it doesn’t 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

M00 km/h 

L/10Dkm 

1 002 

RATING 

2.0T S quattro 

570000 

132 

320 

8.5 210 

7.5 

174 

4/10 

2.0TDI S quattro auto 

593500 

130 

380 

9.0 200 

8.0 

159 

5/10 

2.0T SE quattro 

848500 

185 

350 

7.1 222 

7.9 

184 

4/10 

3.0T SE quattro 

737000 

200 

400 

5.9 234 

8.5 

199 

5/10 

3.0TDI SE quattro 

757000 

180 

580 

8.5 225 

8.4 

189 

5/10 

SQ5 TDI quattro 

884500 

230 

650 

5.1 250 

8.8 

179 

6/10 


EURONCAP: 463cm W: 188cm H: 165cm 

Boot: 540/1560 litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 


It won’t chase away the old stereotypes, but the 
all-new TT is a big step forward. Interior is 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

C 02 


coupe 2.0T 

588500 

169 

370 

6.0 

250 

6.3 

148 

8/10 

coupe 2.0T quattro 

851500 

169 

370 

5.3 

250 

6.4 

151 

8/10 

TTS coupe 2.0T quattro 

700500 

210 

380 

4.8 

250 

7.1 

184 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 418cm W: 183cm H: 135cm 
Boot: 305-712 litres Fuel Tank: 50/55 litres (quattro) 





r 1 

An artful lesson in understatement, Audi’s A5 
Coup£ does desirable without the flash. Engines 
to suit most budgets and the RS5 to suit us. 





PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

C 02 


Sportback 1.8TSE 

487 ODD 

125 

320 

8.2 

230 

5.8 

136 

5/10 

Sportback 1.8TSE auto 

504000 

125 

320 

8.4 

220 

5.9 

136 

5/10 

Sportback 2.0TDI SE 

528500 

130 

380 

7.9 

225 

4.8 

127 

6/10 

Sportback 2.0TSE 

557000 

185 

350 

7.0 

250 

5.9 

138 

6/10 

Sportback 2.0T quattro 

581500 

185 

350 

8.5 

245 

8.8 

152 

6/10 

Sportback 3.0TDI quattro 

888000 

180 

500 

6.2 

250 

5.8 

152 

7/10 

Sportback 3.0T quattro 

888500 

200 

400 

8.0 

250 

7.7 

178 

7/10 

coupe 1.8TSE 

492500 

125 

320 

7.9 

230 

5.7 

134 

5/10 

coupe 1.8TSEauto 

509500 

125 

320 

8.2 

228 

5.8 

134 

5/10 

coup£ 2.0TDI SE 

531500 

130 

380 

7.8 

225 

4.7 

123 

8/10 

coupd 2.0T SE 

560500 

165 

350 

6.8 

250 

5.9 

138 

8/10 

coup£ 2.0T quattro 

584500 

165 

350 

8.4 

250 

6.6 

152 

8/10 

coup£ 3.0TDI quattro 

887500 

180 

500 

8.2 

250 

5.8 

152 

8/10 

coup£ 3.0T quattro 

689500 

200 

400 

5.8 

250 

7.5 

174 

7/10 

cabriolet 1.8TSE 

554000 

125 

320 

8.7 

222 

8.2 

143 

5/10 

cabriolet 1.8TSEauto 

571000 

125 

320 

8.9 

213 

8.2 

143 

5/10 

cabriolet 2.0TDI SE 

606000 

130 

380 

8.3 

220 

5.0 

132 

5/10 

cabriolet 2.0T SE 

834500 

165 

350 

7.4 

245 

6.3 

148 

5/10 

cabriolet 2.0T quattro 

859500 

165 

350 

7.2 

240 

8.9 

159 

5/10 

cabriolet 3.0T quattro 

788500 

200 

400 

8.3 

250 

7.8 

181 

8/10 

S5 Sportback quattro 

807500 

245 

440 

5.1 

250 

7.7 

179 

6/10 

S5 coupe quattro 

807000 

245 

440 

4.9 

250 

7.7 

178 

7/10 

S5 cabriolet quattro 

888000 

245 

440 

5.4 

250 

7.9 

184 

5/10 

RS5 coupe quattro 

1050000 

331 

430 

4.5 

250 

10.5 

248 

7/10 

RS5 cabriolet quattro 

1132000 

331 

430 

4.9 

250 

10.7 

249 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 463/471cm W: 186cm H: 137/139cm 
Boot: 455/829 (480/980 Sportback) litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 



Ingolstadt’s compact limo receives the full nip and tuck 
with even more tech than ever before. Still a bit dull. 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-10D km/h 

L/IDOkm 

M2 

RATING 

1.8T 

824000 

140 

320 

7.9 233 

5.7 

133 

8/10 

3.0TDI 

715000 

160 

400 

7.1 244 

4.7 

122 

8/10 

2.0T quattro 

775000 

185 

370 

8.7 250 

5.9 

171 

8/10 

S6 quattro 

1094500 

331 

550 

4.4 250 

9.2 

214 

7/10 

RS6 Avant quattro 

1465000 

412 

700 

3.9 250 

9.8 

223 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 491cm W: 187cm H: 146cm Boot: 
530(sedan) 565-1 680 (Avant) litres Fuel Tank: 65-75 litres 


104 MARCH 2016 


TO PG E AR.CO.Z A 













About time too. New Q7 smaller on the outside, 
bigger where it matters. Marginally less offensive, 



PRICE 

RW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

1/lDOkm 

C 02 

RATING 

2.0T quattro 

872000 

185 

370 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

8/10 

3.0TDI quattro 

924000 

183 

600 

6.3 

234 

5.7 

149 

8/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 505cm W: 197cm H: 174cm 
Boot: 295/1955 litres Fuel Tank: 85 litres 



Audi’s niche-busting continues. The A7 is basically 
an A8 hatch, so it drives safely, has nice engines and 



PRICE 

RW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

1/lDOkm 

002 

RATING 

3.0TDI quattro 

979500 

200 

580 

5.7 

250 

5.2 

138 

7/10 

3.0TDI BiT quattro 

1079500 

235 

850 

5.2 

250 

6.1 

182 

7/10 

S7 Sportback quattro 

1221000 

331 

550 

4.6 

250 

9.3 

215 

7/10 

RS7Sportback quattro 

1656500 

412 

700 

3.9 

305 

9.5 

221 

8/10 

EURONCAP: n/a L: 497cm W: 192cm H: 142cm 
Boot: 535/1390 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 

H!M ■ 




. 1 

Will the A8 ever escape the S-Class's shadow? Probably 
not, but then on this evidence, it doesn't deserve to. 




* 









J 


PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

002 

RATING 

A8 3.0TDI quattro 

1199500 

190 

580 

5.9 

250 

5.9 

155 

8/10 

A8 L 3.0TDI quattro 

1369500 

190 

580 

6.1 

250 

6.0 

158 

8/10 

A8 4.2TDI quattro 

1536500 

283 

850 

4.7 

250 

7.4 

194 

8/10 

A8 L4.2TDI quattro 

1709500 

283 

850 

4.9 

250 

7.5 

197 

8/10 

S8 quattro 

1567500 

382 

650 

4.2 

250 

10.2 

237 

8/10 

6.3 W1 2 quattro 

2082000 

368 

625 

4.7 

250 

12.4 

290 

7/10 

EURONCAP: n/a L: 514/527cm W: 195cm 
Boot: 510 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 

H: 146cm 




Still effortlessly easy to drive, albeit not better than 
a 911 anymore. Have a V8, it's better than the V10. 


Promise. 







PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/IOOkm 

002 

RATING 

4.2 quattro 

1680000 

318 

430 

4.3 

300 

12.4 

289 

9/10 

4.2 Spvder quattro 

1852000 

318 

430 

4.5 

300 

12.6 

294 

9/10 

5.2 V10 quattro 

2239000 

386 

530 

3.6 

314 

13.1 

305 

9/10 

5.2 VI 0 Spvder quattro 

2410500 

386 

530 

3.8 

311 

13.3 

310 

9/10 

5.2 V10 plus quattro 

2548000 

404 

540 

3.5 

317 

12.9 

299 

9/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 443cm W: 190cm H: 124cm 
Boot: 100 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 


TopGear on Bentley : 


VW’s British luxury division is the choice of nouveau riche types. 
Unfortunately. Impeccably built but not the last word in good taste. 



The definitive posh VW until Bugatti spoiled the 
party, the Continental, in coupe and convertible 


PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

D-100 

km/h 

l/lD0km 

002 

RATING 

GTV8 

PDA 

373 

880 

4.8 

303 

10.5 

246 

8/10 

GTV8 convertible 

PDA 

373 

660 

5.0 

301 

10.9 

254 

8/10 

GTV8S 

PDA 

389 

680 

4.5 

309 

10.5 

246 

8/10 

GTV8S convertible 

PDA 

389 

680 

4.7 

308 

10.9 

254 

8/10 

GTW12 

POA 

434 

720 

4.5 

318 

14.1 

327 

7/10 

GTW1 2 convertible 

POA 

434 

720 

4.7 

314 

14.2 

330 

7/10 

GT Speed W12 

POA 

487 

820 

4.2 

331 

14.5 

338 

7/10 

GT Speed W12 convertible 

PDA 

467 

820 

4.4 

327 

14.9 

347 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 480cm W: 192cm H: 140cm 
Boot: 358 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 



It’s the four-door saloon version of the W12 
Continental GT. That’s it really. 



PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

D-100 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

002 


V8 

PDA 

373 

660 

5.2 

295 

10.9 

254 

7/10 

W12 

_ P0A 

480 

800 

4.6 

320 

14.7 

343 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 530cm W: 192cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 475 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 


The replacement for the Arnage, and every bit as 
opulent and brilliant. If you can ignore the looks 
(who OK'd those headlights?) this is brilliant. 



Mulsafmf. 


PDA 


377 1020 5.3 290 16.9 393 7/10 


Mulsanne Speed 


395 1101 y _ 305 _ 14.6 342 M0 _ 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 557cm W: 193cm H: 153cm 
Boot: 443 litres Fuel Tank: 96 litres 


Perhaps the pick of the premium hatches right now, 
the 1 Series thrashes the opposition for driving. 


PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-ID0 

km/h 

L/100km 

C02 

RATING 

118i 5-door 

356000 

100 

220 

8.5 





118i 5-door auto 

374 9 00 

100 

220 

8.7 

210 

4.8 

liT 

5/10 

120i 5-door 

379642 

130 

250 

7.4 

225 

5.8 

136 

6/10 

120i 5-door auto 

398234 

130 

250 

7.2 

222 

5.7 

133 

6/10 

120d 5-door 

416500 

140 

400 

7.1 

228 

4.1 

108 

7/10 

120d 5-door auto 

435400 

140 

400 

7.0 

228 

3.9 

103 

7/10 

1251 5-door 

452988 

160 

310 

6.4 

245 

6.6 

154 

7/10 

125i 5-door auto 

473473 

160 

310 

6.2 

243 

6.3 

148 

7/10 

M135i 5-door 

557977 

240 

450 

5.1 

250 

8.0 

188 

8/10 

M135i 5-door auto 

577743 

240 

450 

4.9 

250 

7.5 

175 

8/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 432cm W: 177cm H: 142cm 
Boot: 360/1200 litres Fuel Tank: 50/52 litres 


2SeriesActiveTourer 


BMW builds an MPV but stupidly still quotes a 
Nurburgring time for it. First FWD BMW completely 




PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-ID0 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

21 8i 

385500 

100 

220 

9.2 

205 

5.1 

118 

7/10 

21 8i auto 

404605 

100 

220 

9.2 

205 

5.2 

122 

7/10 

220 i 

411052 

141 

280 

7.5 

230 

6.0 

140 

7/10 

220 i auto 

429234 

141 

280 

7.4 

228 

5.7 

133 

7/10 

220 d 

437000 

140 

400 

7.6 

227 

4.5 

117 

7/10 

220 d auto 

455900 

140 

400 

7.5 

225 

4.3 

114 

7/10 

225i 

457847 

170 

350 

6.6 

240 

5.9 

138 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 434cm W: 180cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 468-1510 litres Fuel Tank: 51 litres 












l2Series 1 


jm 


1 










z-beries ronows bivivv s new naming strategy put 
is very much its own car. And a rather good one 
at that. 

1 

H 

i 

£ 

If 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-ID0 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

C02 


220 i coupe 

419257 

135 

270 

7.0 

235 

6.1 

142 

7/10 

220 i coupe auto 

437336 

135 

270 

7.0 

230 

5.7 

134 

7/10 

220 d coupe 

450000 

135 

380 

7.2 

230 

4.5 

119 

7/10 

220 d coupe auto 

468900 

135 

380 

7.1 

230 

4.2 

111 

7/10 

228i coupe 

459988 

180 

350 

5.6 

250 

6.6 

154 

7/10 

228i coupe auto 

478273 

180 

350 

5.7 

250 

6.3 

148 

7/10 

220 i convertible 

497283 

135 

270 

7.5 

231 

6.5 

152 

7/10 

220 i convertible auto 

515362 

135 

270 

7.6 

226 

6.2 

144 

7/10 

228i convertible 

537001 

180 

350 

6.1 

250 

6.8 

159 

7/10 

228i convertible auto 

555388 

180 

350 

6.0 

250 

6.6 

154 

7/10 

M235i coupe 

575579 

240 

450 

5.0 

250 

8.1 

189 

8/10 

M235i coupe auto 

595346 

240 

450 

4.8 

250 

7.6 

176 

8/10 

M235i convertible 

661105 

240 

450 

5.2 

250 

8.5 

199 

7/10 

M235i convertible auto 

680666 

240 

450 

5.0 

250 

7.9 

184 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 443cm W: 177cm H: 140-142cm 
Boot: 390/335 litres Fuel Tank: 52 litres 


New Xi gets FWD platform from 2-Series Active Tourer. 
Is less objectionable than old one in every single way 


s 


441500 100 220 9.7 204 5.1 119 7/10 


sDriveTBi auto 


459310 100 2 20 9.7 200 5.3 124 7/10 


505/1550 litres Fuel Tank: 61 (petrol)/ 51 (diesel) litres 


Not only the benchmark small exec, but one of the best 
saloons of all. Many more versions are out now, and all 
are excellent. 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/10Dkm 

C02 RATING 

318i 

415000 

100 

220 

8.9 

210 

5.1 

119 1 7/10 

31 8i auto 

433900 

100 

220 

9.1 

210 

5.0 

116 7/10 

320i 

450321 

135 

290 

7.2 

235 

5.5 

128 8/10 

320i auto 

468810 

135 

270 

7.3 

235 

5.3 

124 8/10 

320d 

479000 

140 

400 

7.3 

235 

4.0 

106 9/10 

320d auto 

497900 

140 

400 

7.2 

230 

4.0 

106 9/10 

330i 

525860 

185 

350 

5.9 

250 

6.1 

143 8/10 

330i auto 

543323 

185 

350 

5.8 

250 

5.5 

129 8/10 

330d auto 

605923 

190 

560 

5.6 

250 

4.9 

129 9/10 

340i auto 

669283 

240 

450 

5.1 

250 

6.5 

152 9/10 

M3 

1031118 

317 

550 

4.3 

250 

8.8 

204 8/10 

M3 auto 

1080992 

317 

550 

4.1 

250 

8.3 

194 8/10 


EURONCAP: L:462/467cm W: 181/188cm H: 143cm 

Boot: 480 litres Fuel Tank: 57/60 litres 



A 3 Series with some extra bottom. Boot is very clever 
but explaining what it is rather less so. Close to a 











320i GT 

485386 

135 

270 

7.9 

230 

6.6 

J53 

6/10 


320d GT 

516923 

135 

380 

8.0 

230 

4.9 

129 

6/10 

320d GT auto 

535823 

135 

380 

7.9 

226 

4.9 

129 

6/10 

328i GT 

558194 

180 

350 

6.1 

250 

6.7 

156 

6/10 

328i GT auto 

576375 

180 

350 

6.1 

250 

6.4 

149 

6/10 

335i GT auto 

704451 

225 

400 

5.4 





EURONCAP: 482cm W: 183cm 

Boot: 520-1600 litres Fuel Tank: 57/60 litres 

H: 149cm 



The future is here, its electric and we love it. 
The rest are now playing catch up. From a long 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

C02 


e Drive 

540500 

125 

250 

7.2 

150 

0.0 

0 

9/10 

eDrive REx 

611500 

125 

250 

7.9 

150 

0.6 

13 

9/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 400cm W: 178cm H: 158cm 
Boot: 260-1100 litres Fuel Tank: 9 litres (eDrive REx) 

X3 

<■ 

k 


kf 

Far superior to the last one, whi 
tricky. Interior is plusher and it r 

ch, let’s 
iow ride 

face it, wasn’' 
s comfortabl 

kW Nm 

n 

0-100 

PRICE 

km/h 

L/10Dkm 

C02 

RATING 

xDrive20i 

556938 

135 

270 

8.4 

210 

7.4 

173 

6/10 

xDrive20i auto 

574 607 

135 

270 

8.2 

210 

6.9 

161 

6/10 

xDrive20d 

587129 

140 

400 

8.1 

210 

5.0 

131 

6/10 

xDrive28i 

658309 

180 

400 

6.5 

230 

7.0 

162 

5/10 

xDrive30d 

744 975 

190 

560 

5.9 

232 

5.7 

149 

6/10 

xDrive35i 

770490 

225 

400 

5.6 

245 

8.3 

193 

6/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 465cm W: 188cm H: 168cm 
Boot: 550-1600 litres Fuel Tank: 67 litres 

The name may ha' 

same. Smooth, genteel, refined and sport-ish. 

1 

0-100 


km/h 

L/IOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

420i Gran Coupe 

515975 

135 

270 

7.5 

236 

6.4 

149 

8/10 

420i Gran Coupe auto 

534157 

135 

270 

7.6 

236 

6.1 

142 

8/10 

420dGran Coupe 

547910 

135 

380 

7.7 

236 

4.7 

124 

8/10 

420d Gran Coupe auto 

566503 

135 

380 

7.5 

236 

4.6 

121 

8/10 

428i Gran Coupe 

596488 

180 

350 

6.1 

250 

6.6 

154 

7/10 

428iGran Coupe auto 

614670 

180 

350 

6.0 

250 

6.3 

147 

7/10 

435i Gran Coupe 

765540 

225 

400 

5.2 

250 

7.5 

174 

n/d 

420i coupe 

515462 

135 

270 

7.3 

236 

6.1 

144 

9/10 

420i coupe auto 

533849 

135 

270 

7.3 

236 

6.0 

139 

9/10 

420d coupe 

547410 

135 

380 

7.5 

240 

4.7 

124 

8/10 

420d coupe auto 

566003 

135 

380 

7.3 

232 

4.6 

121 

8/10 

428i coupe 

595488 

180 

350 

5.9 

250 

6.6 

154 

8/10 

428i coupe auto 

613670 

180 

350 

5.8 

250 

6.3 

147 

8/10 

435i coupe 

765027 

225 

400 

5.1 

250 

7.2 

169 

9/10 

420i convertible 

608001 

135 

270 

8.2 

230 

6.6 

154 

8/10 

420i convertible auto 

626388 

135 

270 

8.3 

230 

6.4 

149 

8/10 

428i convertible 

707001 

180 

350 

6.4 

250 

6.8 

159 

7/10 

428i convertible auto 

725388 

180 

350 

6.4 

250 

6.6 

154 

7/10 

435i convertible 

870746 

225 

400 

5.5 

250 

7.5 

176 

8/10 

M4 coupe 

1084118 

317 

550 

4.3 

250 

8.8 

204 

194 

9/10 

9/10 

M4 coupe auto 

1133992 

317 

550 

4.1 

250 

8.3 

M4 convertible 

1231042 

317 

550 

4.6 

250 

9.1 

213 

8/10 

M4 convertible auto 

1280916 

317 

550 

4.4 

250 

8.7 

203 

8/10 


EURONCAP: N/A L: 462/464cm W: 181/183cm H: 

143/1 38cm Boot: 480/445/220-370 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


People with the hides of rhinos and a passion for 
obnoxiousness bought the X6, so now we have to 



sDrive20i auto 

501142 

141 

280 

7.7 

225 

5.9 

136 

7/10 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/10Dkm 

C02 


sDrive20d 

486500 

140 

400 

7.9 

225 

4.5 

118 

7/10 

sDrive20d auto 

505400 

140 

400 

7.8 

222 

4.5 

118 

7/10 

xDrive20i 

671707 

135 

270 

8.1 

212 

6.9 

161 

6/10 

xDrive20i auto 

550168 

141 

280 

7.4 

223 

6.3 

146 

7/10 

xDrive20d 

674 629 

140 

400 

8.0 

212 

5.4 

143 

7/10 

xDrive20d auto 

566821 

140 

400 

7.6 

219 

4.9 

128 

7/10 

xDrive28i 

736809 

180 

350 

6.4 

232 

7.0 

162 

6/10 

xDrive25i auto 

614475 

170 

350 

6.5 

235 

6.4 

149 

7/10 

xDrive30d 

823475 

190 

560 

5.8 

234 

5.9 

156 

7/10 

EURONCAP: n/a L: 444cm W: 182cm H: 161cm Boot: 

xDrive35i 

832990 

225 

400 

5.5 

247 

8.3 

193 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 467cm W: 188cm H: 162cm 
Boot: 500-1400 litres Fuel Tank: 67 litres 


How does BMW get the Z4 wrong? It looks right, but 
doesn't drive right. The Boxster kicks it in the tenders. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/l0Dkm 

C02 

RATING 

sDrive20i 

595001 

135 

270 

6.9 

235 

6.8 

159 

5/10 

sDrive20i auto 

615701 

135 

270 

7.2 

232 

6.8 

159 

5/10 

sDrive28i 

680001 

180 

350 

5.7 

250 

6.8 

159 

5/10 

sDrive28i auto 

700701 

180 

350 

5.7 

250 

6.8 

159 

5/10 

sDrive35i 

849157 

225 

400 

5.2 

250 

9.4 

219 

5/10 

sDrive35i auto 

879637 

225 

400 

5.1 

250 

9.1 

211 

5/10 

sDrive35is 

936837 

250 

500 

4.8 

250 

9.1 

211 

6/10 


EURONCAP: 424cm W: 179cm H: 129cm 

Boot: 180-310 litres Fuel Tank: 61 litres 


Remains the best exec around thanks to cosseting 
cabin and ride. Big and smooth and brilliant - why do 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/l00km 

C02 

RATING 

520i 

634949 

135 

270 

8.0 

226 

6.4 

139 

7/10 

520d 

669500 

140 

400 

7.9 

233 

4.1 

109 

7/10 

528i 

763757 

180 

350 

6.3 

250 

6.5 

142 

7/10 

530d 

862936 

190 

560 

6.0 

250 

5.3 

134 

8/10 
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535i 

879527 

225 

400 

5.9 

250 

7.8 

189 

7/10 

ActiveHybrid 5 

943975 

250 e 

450 e 

5.9 

250 

8.4 

149 

7/10 

535d 

995847 

230 

830 

5.5 

250 

5.4 

138 

8/10 

550i 

1134805 

330 

850 

4.8 

250 

8.8 

199 

7/10 

M5 

1480991 

412 

880 

4.3 

250 

9.9 

232 

9/10 

M5 Competition 

1814891 

423 

880 

4.2 

305 

9.9 

232 

9/10 

EURO NCAP: 490cm W: 186cm H: 146cm 

Boot: 520 (375 ActiveHybrid5) litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



A 5 Series with some extra bottom. The boot is a 
clever hatch-or-saloon, and the rear seats recline 
for extra comfiness. 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

O-IRO 

Ml 

L/10Rkm 

CRZ 

RAIING 

520d GT 

744 982 

135 

380 

8.9 

215 

5.5 

144 

5/10 

530d GT 

909388 

190 

580 

8.2 

248 

5.8 

153 

5/10 

535i GT 

928387 

225 

400 

8.1 

250 

8.2 

192 

5/10 

550i GT 

1178844 

330 

850 

5.0 

250 

9.2 

214 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 500cm W: 190cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 440/1700 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


The original softroader is very good on the tarmac. 
For a two-tonne SUV. Second only to the Range Rover 
for utter road domination. 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

O-IDO 

M 

L/10Gkm 

CRZ 

RATINR 

xDrive25d 

889888 

170 

500 

7.7 

220 

5.8 

148 

8/10 

xDrive35i 

948400 

225 

400 

8.5 

235 

8.5 

197 

7/10 

xDrive30d 

982894 

190 

580 

8.8 

230 

5.9 

158 

8/10 

xDrive40d 

1088798 

230 

830 

5.9 

238 

8.0 

157 

8/10 

xDrive40e eDrive 

1097500 

230 e 

450 e 

8.8 

210 

3.3 

77 

8/10 

xDrive50i 

1203870 

330 

850 

4.9 

250 

9.8 

224 

7/10 

M50d 

1283938 

280 

740 

5.3 

250 

6.6 

173 

8/10 

M 

1791159 

423 

750 

4.2 

250 

11.1 

258 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 488cm W: 194cm H: 176cm 
Boot: 650/1850 litres Fuel Tank: 85 litres 


A more grotesque, slightly less usable iteration of 
the perfectly practical BMW X5. Get it if the idea 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

R-IRQ 

M 

L/IRRkm 

CRZ 

RAIING 

xDrive35i 

1033003 

225 

400 

6.4 

240 

8.5 

198 

5/10 

xDrive40d 

1142912 

230 

630 

5.8 

240 

6.2 

163 

6/10 

xDrive50i 

1288 773 

330 

650 

4.8 

250 

9.7 

225 

5/10 

M50d 

1440540 

280 

740 

5.2 

250 

6.6 

174 

6/10 

M 

1827659 

423 

750 

4.2 

250 

11.1 

258 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 491cm W: 199cm H: 170cm 
Boot: 580-1525 litres Fuel Tank: 85 litres 


Unusually, BMW launched the 6 Series as a 
convertible first. Also unusually, it made it a bit dull. 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

R-IRR 

M 

L/10Gkm 

GRZ 

RAIING 

640i coupe 

1096335 

235 

450 

5.3 

250 

7.4 

172 

5/10 

640d coupe 

1137360 

230 

630 

5.3 

250 

5.4 

143 

8/10 

650i coupe 

1459605 

330 

650 

4.8 

250 

8.6 

199 

7/10 

640i Gran Coupe 

1144540 

235 

450 

5.4 

250 

7.5 

174 

8/10 

640d Gran Coupe 

1185188 

230 

630 

5.4 

250 

5.5 

146 

8/10 

650i Gran Coupe 

1501605 

330 

650 

4.8 

250 

8.6 

199 

7/10 

640i convertible 

1186 746 

235 

450 

5.5 

250 

7.8 

178 

5/10 

650i convertible 

1537529 

330 

650 

4.8 

250 

8.9 

208 

8/10 

M6 coupe 

1715491 

412 

680 

4.2 

250 

9.9 

232 

8/10 

M6 coupe Competition 

1863091 

441 

700 

3.9 

305 

9.9 

232 

7/10 

M6 Gran Coupe 

1787991 

412 

680 

4.2 

250 

9.9 

232 

8/10 

M6 Gran Coupe Competition 

1921991 

441 

700 

3.9 

305 

9.9 

232 

e/10 

M6 convertible 

1830209 

412 

680 

4.3 

250 

10.3 

239 

6/10 

M6 convertible Competition 

1977809 

441 

700 

4.0 

305 

10.3 

239 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 489cm W: 189cm I 
Boot: 460 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


Still the driver’s limousine, but that’s not the point. 
S-class still has a better sense of occasion and of 
cohesion, and that’s probably what matters. 


PRICE 


O-IDO km/h L/IOOkm CRZ 


1342 488 248 45 D 5.5 25 D B.B 154 8/10 


1388829 195 


1761566 J30 


8.1 250 _5fl 131 7/10 


4.7 250 7.9 184 7/10 


19 0 0 374 330 


4.7 250 


187 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:510/524cm W: 190cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 515 litres Fuel Tank: 78 litres 



A supercar for spacemen. There's nothing else like it: 
this is a performance car that makes a Prius look like 
a gas-guzzler 


eDrive coupe 


PRICE UN Mm 0-100 Km/h 1/1 CD2 BATIHB 

18 U 000 2 BBe 5 70 e 4.4 250 2.1 49 9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 469cm W: 194cm H: 129cm 
Boot: 154 litres Fuel Tank: 42 litres 



Like a pre-owned Daewoo Matiz, but worse. 
A lot worse. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

R-IRR 

km/h 

I/lOGkm 

GRZ 

RAIING 

0.8 TE 

93900 

38 

70 

20.0 

138 

6.8 

156 

~W 

0.8 TX 

104900 

38 

70 

20.0 

138 

6.8 

156 

2/10 

1.1 TXE 

114900 

50 

90 

18.5 

160 

5.7 

133 

2/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 355cm W: 150cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 190/1308 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



An average B-segment effort from Chery with no 
evidence of tracing paper in its design. 


144900 72 140 15.1 171 7.4 178 3/10 


154900 72 140 15.1 171 7.4 178 3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 414cm W: 169cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 270 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


Fully loaded C-segment five-door with asthmatic 
i.6 i6v. No diesel for RHD markets. Huh? 



PRICE 


0-100 Ml 


n/a n/a 



L/IRRkm 

CRZ 

8.3 

194 


3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 428cm W: 179cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 350 litres Fuel Tank: 57 litres 



A RAV4 clone attempt done by the drones. Chery’s 
best-selling model in South Africa. Baffling. 



PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

R-IRR 

M L/IGGkm 

GRZ 

RAIING 

1.6 TXE 

234900 

93 

160 

n/a 

165 8.6 

201 

3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 429cm W: 177cm H: 171cm 
Boot: 1935 litres Fuel Tank: 57 litres 


TopGear on Chevrolet: 


Local offerings are mostly evolved Daewoos, built in Korea. 
Very little bowtie DNA in evidence. 



Semi-convincing alternative to the established 


elephant looks. 







PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

R-IRR 

km/h 

L/IRRkm 

GRZ 

RAIING 

1.2 Campus 

132000 

60 

108 

13.3 

184 

5.4 

129 

5/10 

1.2 Curve 

137800 

60 

108 

13.3 

184 

5.4 

129 

5/10 

1.2 L 

143100 

60 

108 

13.3 

184 

5.4 

129 

5/10 

1.2 LS 

152800 

60 

108 

13.3 

184 

5.4 

129 

5/10 

1.2 LT 

163800 

60 

108 

13.3 

164 

5.4 

129 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 364cm W: 160cm H: 152cm 
Boot: 568 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


Market leader gets the full Brazilian. Not as gooc 
as the old one. 

PRICE kill 

1 

Nm 

R-IRR 

km/h L/IRRkm GRZ RAIING 

1.4 UteWorkine Edition 

150000 

68 

120 

12.8 

160 

7.2 171 

8/10 

1.4 

155800 

68 

120 

12.8 

180 

7.2 171 

6/10 

1.4 UteSurf Edition 

187200 

68 

120 

12.8 

160 

7.2 171 

8/10 

1.4 Club 

181300 

68 

120 

12.8 

180 

7.2 171 

8/10 

1.4 Sport 

203400 

68 

120 

12.8 

160 

7.2 171 

8/10 

1.8 

173300 

77 

181 

9.8 

185 

8.1 193 

8/10 

1.8 UteSurf Edition 

178900 

77 

161 

9.8 

185 

8.1 193 

8/10 

1.8 Club 

186700 

77 

161 

9.8 

185 

8.1 193 

8/10 

1.8 Sport 

209900 

77 

161 

9.8 

185 

8.1 193 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 451cm W: 170cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 56 litres 

1 H:158cn 

1 




Disappointing and unimaginative, the Aveo is a poor 
relation to the smaller and sparkier Spark. Dig no 
deeper for the vastly superior H yundai A ccent. 

PRICE 


0-100 Ml L/100km COZ 


156000 _ 77 _ 145 11.5 184 7.3 173 2/10 


181000 _ 77 _ 145 11.8 184 7.3 173 2/10 


174 3 00 


77 J 4 L J 1 L 184 7.3 173 2/10 


sedan 1,6 LS auto 


189200 JL 145 12.1 178 7.7 184 2/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:392/431cm W: 168/1 71 cm H: 152cm 
Boot: 466/653 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 




It's no Concorde, but at least it won't give your bank 
manager a coronary. 


PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

R-IRR M 

L/1GGkn 

l GHZ 

RAIING 

hatch 1.6 LS 

214000 

85 

155 

11.3 189 

8.5 

155 

4/10 

sedan 1.6 LS 

222500 

85 

155 

11.3 183 

8.4 

152 

4/10 

sedan 1.6 LS auto 

234100 

85 

155 

11.7 178 

8.9 

164 

4/10 

hatch 1.4TRS 

253800 

103 

200 

9.5 197 

6.6 

155 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 404/440cm W: 174cm H: 152cm 
Boot: 466/653 litres Fuel Tank: 46 litres 



Affordable motoring and little else. The saloon is at 
least an interesting proposition compared to 
mainstream choices. The hatch not so much. 



PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-iRR 

M 

L/IRRkm 

CRZ 

RAIING 

sedan 1.6 L 

244000 

88 

155 

12.8 

190 

8.7 

157 

3/10 

sedan 1.6 LS 

265300 

86 

155 

12.8 

190 

8.7 

157 

3/10 

sedan 1.4TLS 

281400 

103 

200 

9.3 

195 

5.8 

135 

5/10 

sedan 1 ,4T LS auto 

291800 

103 

200 

10.4 

204 

6.8 

157 

6/10 

hatch 1.6 LS 

269100 

86 

155 

12.8 

185 

8.7 

158 

3/10 

hatch 1.4TLS 

287000 

103 

200 

9.3 

200 

5.8 

135 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: L:451/460cm W: 179cm H: 148cm 

Boot: 413/450 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



Chevrolet’s take on the seven-seat MPV. So. It comes 
with seven seats, there’s plenty of storage... sorry, 
we’re nodding off. 


321200 104 178 12.0 185 7.2 171 4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 465cm W: 184cm H: 163cm 
Boot: 101/739/1594 litres Fuel Tank: 64 litres 


Facelifted car is still a cheap way into seven-seat 
SUV ownership, but there are far more enticing 
offers from other Korean brands. 



PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-iRR 

M 

L/IRRkm 

CRZ 

RATING 

2.4 LT 

388800 

123 

230 

10.5 

190 

8.8 

210 

5/10 

2.4 LT auto 

407300 

123 

230 

11.0 

175 

8.8 

210 

5/10 

2. 2D LT 

422800 

135 

400 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

209 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 468cm W: 185cm H: 175cm 
Boot: 465/1577 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 


A bakkie-based SUV that does not give the mighty 
Toyota Fortuner a run for its money. 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

G-10R km/h 

L/IRRkm 

CRZ 

RATING 

2.5D LT 

451500 

120 

380 

11.7 180 

7.4 

195 

6/10 

2.8D LTZ auto 

533100 

144 

500 

10.6 180 

9.5 

254 

6/10 

2.8D 4x4 LTZ 

572 3 00 

144 

440 

11.4 180 




2.8D 4x4 LTZ auto 

591500 

144 

500 

10.6 180 

9.5 

254 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 488cm W: 190cm H: 185cm 
Boot: 830 litres Fuel Tank: 76 litres 


TopGear on Chrysler: 


The perennial second princess of the American big three offers a lot 
of spec but little else. Voyage to nowhere, really. 



An improvement over its crappy predecessor, but 
Merc makes a Viano. 



PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

G-10R 

km/h 

L/IRRkm 

CRZ 

RATING 

2.8CRD LX 

613990 

120 

360 

12.8 

188 

8.4 

222 

5/10 

2.8CRD Limited 

702990 

120 

360 

12.8 

188 

8.4 

222 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 514cm W: 195cm H: 188cm 
Boot: 914/2342 litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 



New nose, same old theme. Hugely improved cabin 
materials. Proper diesel too. Tremendous value. 


3.6 Luxury Series 


210 348 7.7 240 9.7 227 7 /ID 


SRT8 


347 831 5.0 280 13.0 303 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 507/509cm W: 190cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 481 litres Fuel Tank: 72 litres 


MARCH 2016 


TOPGEAR. CO. ZA 



















Returning to its quirky French roots with Cactus, Picasso and DS. 
Styled for the individual. Suited to the Newtown -domiciled. 


The first time Citroen got jiggy with Peugeot and 
Toyota, they created something quite cool. 

Now it's round two. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0 -1D0 

km/h 

l/iookm 

C02 

RATING 

VTi 51 kW Feel 

149 9DD 

51 

116 

14.3 

155 

4.1 

95 

6/10 

VTi 51 kW Airscape Feel 

159900 

51 

116 

14.3 

155 

4.1 

95 

6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 347cm W: 162cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 196-780 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


A former Car of the Year and a gigantic mincing Gallic 
leap forward for Citroen. Not fast, but a kick up the 
arse for Mini. 



60kW Design 


__273400 _60 !_ 


0-100 km/h L/lDOm CD2 BATING 

12.3 174 4.7 109 5/10 


e-THP 81 kW Style 


313400 01 205 10.6 190 4.5 104 0/10 


88kW Style auto 


160 10.9 190 150 6/10 


Cabrio e-THP 81 kW Style 


349400 60 


12.5 172 4.7 109 7/10 


’e-THP 120kW Sport . 


358400 J20 240 81 218 5.6 129 7/10 


EURONCAP: 395cm W: 172cm H: 148cm 

Boot: 285/880 litres Fuel Tank: 48 litres 



A breath of fresh air, as only Citroen can do. Great 
looking and with just enough gadgets to keep a 
modern family happy 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0 -1R0 

km/h 

L/IGOkm 

C02 

RATING 

60kW Feel 

259900 

60 

118 

14.5 

187 

4.6 

107 

7/10 

e-THP 81 kW Feel 

289900 

81 

205 

9.3 

188 

4.7 

107 

8/10 

e-THP 81 kW Shine 

314900 

81 

205 

9.3 

188 

4.7 

107 

8/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 416cm W: 173cm H: 148-153cm 
Boot: 358-1170 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


An unapologetically French MPV that favours an airy 
cabin and a bonkers disposition. 



e-HDi 85kW Seduction 


e-HDi 85kW Intensive 


270 116 189 4.0 105 5/10 


388900 85 270 13.8 189 4.0 105 5/10 


e-THP 121 kW Intensive auto 41 2900 121 240 9.3 200 M_ 130 5/10 

EURONCAP: n/a L: 443cm W: 183cm H: 163cm 
Boot: 537-1851 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 


The spawn of a three-way gang-bang between Fiat 
(Scudo), Peugeot (Expert) and Citroen. 



HDi 160 Comfort 


4 24900 120 3 40 13.6 170 7.6 199 5/10 


EURONCAP: 514cm W: 198cm H: 194cm 

Boot: 550 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


TopGear on Datsun: 


Revered racing name scandalously reincarnated with questionable 
safety engineering. From India. Bad karma. 



Pathetic safety equipment spoils what could have 
been our new people’s champion. Pity. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

O-TRO 

km/h 

L/IOOkm C02 

RATING 

1.2 Mid 

97200 

50 

104 

13.3 

161 

5.2 123 

3/10 

1.2 Lux 

109900 

50 

104 

13.3 

161 

5.2 123 

4/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 379cm W: 164cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 265 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


TopGear on Dodge: 


Almost forgotten Chrysler sub-brand. Most certainly worth dodging. 


Not half bad-looking, but you won't be saying that 
about its depreciation after two years. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

O-TRO 

km/h 

L/ICOhm CR2 RATING 

3.6 R/T 

487990 

206 

353 

n/a 

n/a 

10.4 242 3/10 

Crossroad 3.6 

507990 

206 

353 

n/a 

n/a 

10.4 242 3/10 


EURONCAP: 489cm W: 188cm H: 169cm 

Boot: 167/2296 litres Fuel Tank: 78 litres 


TopGear on FAW. 


Japanese compact car imitation by a Chinese company. Hatch 
named after notorious Nazi WW2 ballistic missile. Not clever. 


What do you call a photocopier machine in China? 
A design department. This one’s Swift flavoured. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-10G 

M 

L/100km 

CC2 

RATING 

1.3 DLX 

109995 

67 

120 

n/a 

166 

6.5 

155 

n/d 

1.3#Like 

119995 

67 

120 

n/a 

166 

6.5 

155 

n/d 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 376cm W: 168cm H: 153cm 
Boot: 320 litres Fuel Tank: 37 litres 


Don’t confuse it with the similarly named luxury 
Volvo. This is more like a Chinese Avanza. Siriusly. 




PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

1.3 Comfort 

174 995 

67 

120 

n/a 

160 

7.5 

177 

n/d 

1.5 

184995 

75 

140 

n/a 

n/a 

8.1 

191 

n/d 

1.5 Comfort 

189995 

75 

140 

n/a 

n/a 

8.1 

191 

n/d 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 415cm W: 168cm H: 174cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


TopGear on Ferarri: 


I Sickeningly kitsch theme parks don't detracted from the cars, which 
are phenomenal and well beyond the capability of their owners. 


The Ferrari that everyone thought was a Maserati 
now has a turbo V8. The purists will hate it, but it'll 



PRICE kill Nm 0-100 km/h L/lOOkm C02 RATING 


PRICE 

hill 

Nm 

G-10R 

km/h 

1 /lGOkn 

l C02 

RATING 

California T 4335000 412 755 3.6 316 10.5 250 8/10 

1.6 Pop Star 

298990 

81 

152 

11.5 

180 

6.4 

147 

8/10 

EURONCAP: n/a L: 456cm W: 190cm H: 131cm 
Boot: 240/340 litres Fuel Tank: 78 litres 

1.4T Cross 

329990 

103 

230 

9.8 

190 

6.0 

139 

8/10 

1.4T Cross auto 

345990 

103 

230 

9.8 

190 

5.7 

133 

8/10 

1.4T Cross Plus 

364990 

103 

230 

9.8 

190 

6.0 

139 

8/10 


1.4T Cross Plus auto 

379990 

103 

230 

9.8 

190 

5.7 

133 

8/10 


Evolved 458 that makes turbocharging that much more 
acceptable to the Tifosi. Trick aero. Looks ace. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h L/lOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

488 GTB 

4990000 

492 

760 

3.0 

330+ 

11.4 

260 

10/10 

488 Spider 

5594000 

492 

760 

3.0 

325+ 

11.4 

260 

9/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 453cm W: 194cm H: 121cm 
Boot: 230 litres Fuel Tank: 86 litres 


i i 


A 4WD Ferrari Estate, making this the most practical 1 

300kph family car around. Buy itforthe 6.3-litre V12, 
not the 450-litre boot. 1 

PRICE hW Nm m 

km/h L/lODkm C02 RATING 

FF 6086000 485 683 3.7 

335 15.4 360 9/10 

EURONCAP: n/a L: 491cm W: 196cm H: 138cm 
Boot: 450/800 litres Fuel Tank: 91 litres 






1 

The F12 is bombastic, epic and howlinglyfast. 

The fastest Ferrari road car ever - faster even than 
an Enzo - nothing remotely like it. 

PRICE kW Nm 

0-100 


m 

m 

If 

km/h 

L/100km 

C02 

RATING 

F12berlinetta 

7063000 

545 

690 

3.1 

340 

15.0 

350 

9/10 

F12tdf 

PDA 

574 

705 

2.9 

340+ 

15.4 

360 

10/10 

EURONCAP: n/a L: 462cm W: 194cm H: 127cm 
Boot: 320 litres Fuel Tank: 92 litres 


TopGear on Fiat: 


Painless to park. Good to look at. Quintessential Italian urban trans- 
port. South Africa has a lot of parking space though. Conundrum. 



It's back, it's slightly rounder and it's still entirely 
brilliant.Come 'ere cuddly Panda, we want to give 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

CC2 

RATING 

1.2 Pop 

157990 

51 

102 

14.2 

164 

5.2 

120 

8/10 

1.2 Lounge 

174 9 90 

51 

102 

14.2 

164 

5.2 

120 

8/10 


EURONCAP: 400cm W: 169cm H: 149cm 

Boot: 275/1030 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 





Not quite the Sixties revival Fiat was hoping for, 

but the 500 is a refreshing alternative to the ubiquitous 

Mini. One for the wife, unless you secretly like Boyzone. [ 

V 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

C02 

RATING 

1.2 Pop 

184990 

51 

102 

12.9 

160 

5.1 

119 

5/10 

1,2 Pop auto 

194030 

51 

102 

13.0 

160 

5.0 

115 

5/10 

1.2 Lounge 

200990 

51 

102 

12.9 

160 

5.1 

119 

5/10 

1,2 Lounge auto 

210030 

51 

102 

13.0 

160 

5.0 

115 

5/10 

1.4 Lounge 

234990 

74 

131 

10.5 

182 

8.1 

140 

6/10 

1.4 Lounge auto 

244030 

74 

131 

10.6 

182 

5.8 

135 

6/10 


500S1.4 

239990 

74 

131 

10.5 

182 

8.1 

140 

5/10 

500S 1.4 auto 

249030 

74 

131 

10.6 

182 

5.8 

135 

5/10 

5QOC 1.2 Pop 

229990 

51 

102 

12.9 

160 

5.1 

119 

4/10 

500C 1.2 Pop auto 

239030 

51 

102 

13.0 

160 

5,0 

115 

5/10 

500C 1.4 Lounge 

278990 

74 

131 

10.5 

182 

8.1 

140 

8/10 

500C 1.4 Lounge auto 

288030 

74 

131 

10.8 

182 

5.8 

135 

8/10 

500S cabriolet 1.4 

287990 

74 

131 

10.5 

182 

6.1 

140 

5/10 

500S cabriolet 1.4 auto 

297030 

74 

131 

10.8 

182 

5.8 

135 

5/10 

EURONCAP: 355cm W: 163cm 

Boot: 185 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 

1 H: 149cm 


Practical, funky little MPV for married-with-kids 
hipsters who grew up pushing wooden toys 
around sandpits. 




PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

G-10C 

km/h 

1 /lROkm 

C02 

RATING 

1.4 

209990 

54 

118 

18.2 

155 

6.6 

152 

8/10 

1.3 Multijet 

232990 

55 

190 

18.5 

155 

4.4 

115 

8/10 

EURONCAP: N/A L: 396cm W: 172cm H: 
Boot: 330/2500 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 

174cm 

500L 


Don't be misled by the badge and the headlights. 
The 500L is more Panda than 500, and biggerthan 
you expect. 

PRICE hW Nm 

G-10R 

hm/h 

L/IGOkm 

C02 

RATING 

1.4 Pop Star 

270990 

70 

127 

12.8 

178 

8.2 

145 

5/10 

1.4 Easy 

270990 

70 

127 

12.8 

178 

8.2 

145 

5/10 

1.4 Lounge 

285990 

70 

127 

12.8 

178 

8.2 

145 

5/10 

1.6 Multijet Lounge 

329990 

77 

320 

11.3 

181 

4.5 

117 

5/10 

1.4 T-Jet Trekking 

339990 

88 

215 

11.0 

183 

7.0 

183 

5/10 

EURONCAP: n/a L: 415cm W: 178cm H: 166cm 
Boot: 340/1310 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



The quest to cash in on the 500 continues. Not a 
bad crossover, but in South Africa most will probably 



EURONCAP: n/a L: 427cm W: 180cm H: 161cm 
Boot: 245-910 litres Fuel Tank: 48 litres 


It’s the Qubo’s bigger MPV brother. If you require 




PRICE 

hW Nm 

O-IOC km/h 

l/lG0km C02 


1.6 Multijet Dynamic 

334990 

77 290 

13.4 184 

5.5 145 

4/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 439cm W: 183cm H: 190cm 
Boot: 790/3200 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



Not a previous generation Fiesta anymore. Very 
much its own emerging market platform. Credible, 



PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

Q-10C 

km/h 

l/lG0km 

C02 

RAM 

hatch 1.5 Ambiente 

158900 

82 

136 

11.8 

175 

5.9 

141 

3/10 

hatch 1.5 Trend 

167900 

82 

136 

11.8 

175 

5.9 

141 

5/10 

hatch 1.5 Titanium 

181900 

82 

136 

11.8 

175 

5.9 

141 

5/10 

hatch 1.5 Titanium auto 

203900 

82 

136 

12.0 

175 

6.0 

142 

5/10 

hatch 1.5TDG Ambiente 

189900 

74 

215 

12.1 

175 

4.1 

108 

6/10 

hatch 1.5TDG Trend 

199900 

74 

215 

12.1 

175 

4.1 

108 

6/10 

sedan 1.5 Ambiente 

160900 

82 

136 

11.8 

175 

5.9 

141 

6/10 

sedan 1.5 Trend 

169900 

82 

136 

11.8 

175 

5.9 

141 

5/10 

sedan 1.5 Titanium auto 

205900 

82 

136 

12.0 

175 

6.0 

142 

5/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 389/425cm W: 170cm H: 153cm 
Boot: 256/445 litres Fuel Tank: 40/42 litres 


Old and ugly. Should be put out of its misery. 



PRICE 


L/lOOhm C02 


74 143_ JL3_ 18D J7_ 182 4/ID 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 428cm W: 169cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 630 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 






. 1 

Arguably the best supermini on sale. Pace setter or 
pacemaker, there's something for everyone here. 





If 


PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

G-10R 

km/h 

l/lG0km 

C02 


5-door 1.4 Ambiente 

207900 

71 

128 

12.2 

175 

5.7 

130 

7/10 

5-door 1.4Trend 

214900 

71 

128 

12.2 

175 

5.7 

130 

7/10 

5-door 1.0T Ambiente 

207900 

92 

170 

9.4 

196 

4.3 

99 

7/10 

5-door 1.0T Ambiente auto 

218900 

74 

170 

10.8 

180 

4.9 

114 

7/10 

5-door 1.0T Trend 

219900 

92 

170 

9.4 

198 

4.3 

99 

7/10 

5-door 1.0T Trend auto 

230900 

74 

170 

10.8 

180 

4.9 

114 

7/10 

5-door 1.0T Titanium 

242900 

92 

170 

9.4 

198 

4.3 

99 

7/10 

5-door 1.0T Titanium auto 

252900 

74 

170 

10.8 

180 

4.9 

114 

7/10 


TOPGEAR. CO. ZA -> 
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5-door 1.6TDCi Ambiente 

229900 70 

200 

11.7 

181 

3.6 

95 

7/10 

5-door 1.6TDQ Trend 

236900 70 

200 

11.7 

181 

3.8 

95 

7/10 

3-door ST 

298900 134 

290 

8.9 

220 

5.9 

138 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: 

• • • • • L: 395cm 

W: 172cm 

H: 143cm Boot: 

281 litres Fuel Tank: 40/42 litres 








A -V', c 1; -v'"- 









Ford’s Opel Meriva rival. Sliding doors and no 
B-pillars means easy access and brilliant packaging. 
Needs an auto, though. 

PRICE hw Nm 

D-1D0 

m 

L/10Dkm 

CD2 

RATING 

1.0T Ambiente 

223900 

74 

170 

13.2 

175 

5.1 

119 

8/10 

1.0T Trend 

249900 

92 

170 

11.2 

189 

4.9 

114 

8/10 

1.0T Titanium 

274 9 00 

92 

170 

11.2 

189 

4.9 

114 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 408cm W: 175cm H: 160cm 
Boot: 304-1372 litres Fuel Tank: 48 litres 



Ford rushes in with niche-filling B-Segment SUV. 
Fiesta on stilts, anyone? 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

D-ico 

km/h 

L/100km 

C02 RATING 

1.5 Ambiente 

228900 

82 

138 

11.6 

175 

6.5 

154 8/10 

1.0T Trend 

281900 

92 

170 

12.7 

181 

5.7 

131 8/10 

1.0T Titanium 

282900 

92 

170 

12.7 

181 

5.7 

131 8/10 

1.5 Titanium auto 

286900 

82 

138 

13.4 

175 

8.5 

154 5/10 

1.5TDCi Trend 

285900 

74 

205 

n/a 

n/a 

4.5 

125 7/10 

1.5TDCi Titanium 

288900 

74 

205 

n/a 

n/a 

4.5 

125 7/10 


EURO NCAP: N/A L: 401cm W: 177cm H: 167cm 
Boot: 705 litres Fuel Tank: 52 litres 



New engines, new interior design, even a tweak to 
perk the handling back up. Focus is back to its best. 

PRICE kW Nm 




if 

0-100 km/h 

L/100km 

C02 

RATING 

sedan 1.0T Ambiente 

228900 

92 

170 

11.1 192 

5.0 

116 

7/10 

sedan 1.0T Ambiente auto 

245900 

92 

170 

12.0 192 

5.5 

125 

7/10 

sedan TOT Trend 

250900 

92 

170 

11.1 192 

5.0 

116 

7/10 

sedan 1.0T Trend auto 

262900 

92 

170 

12.0 192 

5.5 

125 

7/10 

sedan 1.5T Trend 

281900 

132 

240 

8.7 222 

5.8 

128 

7/10 

sedan 1.5T Trend auto 

299900 

132 

240 

9.0 220 

6.1 

140 

7/10 

hatch 1.0T Ambiente 

233900 

92 

170 

11.1 192 

5.0 

118 

7/10 

hatch 1.0T Ambiente auto 

250900 

92 

170 

12.0 192 

5.5 

125 

7/10 

hatch 1.0T Trend 

255900 

92 

170 

11.1 192 

5.0 

118 

7/10 

hatch 1.0T Trend auto 

267900 

92 

170 

12.0 192 

5.5 

125 

7/10 

hatch 1.5T Trend 

287900 

132 

240 

8.8 224 

5.5 

127 

7/10 

hatch 1.5T Trend auto 

304900 

132 

240 

8.9 222 

8.1 

140 

7/10 

ST 1 

403900 

184 

380 

6.5 248 

8.8 

159 

8/10 

ST 3 

443900 

184 

360 

6.5 248 

6.8 

159 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: 436/453cm W: 182cm 

Boot: 363/1148 litres Fuel Tank: 55/60 litres 

H: 148cm 



So much more bakkie than before, plus it's bigger. 
Gotta like the big bro FI 50 genes. 



FRIGE 

kW 

Nm 

n -100 

km/h 

L/I00km 

GG2 

RATING 

2.5 

212900 

122 

228 

n/a 

n/a 

10.8 

257 

6/10 

2.2 

224900 

88 

285 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

172 

6/10 

2.2 Hi-Rider XL 

284900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

8.9 

182 

6/10 

2.2 4x4 XL 

341900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

8.9 

182 

6/10 

2.2 Hi-Rider XLS 

342900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

6.9 

182 

6/10 

2.24x4XL-Plus 

385900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

8.9 

182 

6/10 

2.2 4x4 XLS 

399900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

6.9 

182 

6/10 

3.2 Hi-Rider XLS 

379900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

8.2 

217 

7/10 

3.2 4x4 XLS 

438900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

8.3 

218 

7/10 

SuperCab 









2.2 Hi-Rider 

254900 

88 

285 

n/a 

n/a 

6.9 

182 

6/10 

2.2 Hi-Rider XL 

335900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

6.9 

182 

6/10 

2.2 4x4 XL 

392900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

8.9 

182 

7/10 

3.2 Hi-RiderXLS 

399900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

8.2 

217 

7/10 

3.2 4x4 XLS 

458900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

8.3 

218 

7/10 

3.2 4x4 XLT auto 

499900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

230 

7/10 

double cab 









2.2 Hi-Rider 

284900 

88 

285 

n/a 

n/a 

8.9 

182 

6/10 

2.2 Hi-Rider XL 

339900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

8.9 

182 

6/10 

2.2 4x4 XL 

398900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

8.9 

182 

6/10 

2.2 Hi-RiderXLS 

428900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

6.9 

182 

6/10 

2.24x4XL-Plus 

419900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

6.9 

182 

8/10 

2.2 4x4 XLS 

485900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

6.9 

182 

7/10 

2.2 Hi-Rider XLT 

458900 

118 

385 

n/a 

n/a 

6.9 

182 

7/10 

3.2 Hi-Rider XLT 

497900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

8.2 

217 

7/10 

3.2 Hi-Rider XLT auto 

509900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

8.5 

225 

7/10 

3.2 4x4 XLT 

554900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

8.3 

218 

7/10 

3.2 4x4 XLT auto 

588900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.0 

236 

7/10 

3.2 Hi-Rider Wildtrak 

528900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

8.2 

217 

7/10 

3.2 Hi-Rider Wildtrak auto 

537900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

8.5 

225 

7/10 

3.2 4x4 Wildtrak auto 

598900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.0 

236 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: for XLT / Wildtrak L: 528cm W: 

185cm H: 170-185cm Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


MARCH 2016 ■» 






, 1 

Compact van with credibly contemporary turbo- 
charged engines and loads of kit. Crossover obsessed 
South Africans won’t bother, though. 1 




If 



FRIGE 

m 

Nm 

HOG 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

CG2 

RATING 

TourneD Connect 









I.OT Ambiente 

283900 

74 

170 

n/a 

185 

5.8 

129 

5/10 

I.OT Trend 

295900 

74 

170 

n/a 

185 

5.8 

129 

5/10 

GrandTourneo Connect 









1.6T Titanium auto 

378900 

110 

240 

n/a 

178 

8.0 

184 

5/10 

1.6TDQ Titanium 

382900 

85 

285 

n/a 

185 

4.9 

130 

5/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 442/482 cm W: 184cm H: 185cm 
Boot: 1029-2410/1529-2761 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



The Kuga has grown up and bought some sensible 
clothes. Sure, it's highly pricey but so are others. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

C 02 

RATING 

1.5T Ambiente 

339900 

110 

240 

9.7 

195 

8.8 

154 

6/10 

1.5T Ambiente auto 

357900 

132 

240 

9.9 

200 

7.0 

182 

6/10 

1.5T Trend 

387900 

110 

240 

9.7 

195 

8.8 

154 

8/10 

1.5T Trend auto 

401900 

132 

240 

9.9 

200 

7.0 

182 

6/10 

1.5T AW D Trend 

431900 

132 

240 

10.1 

200 

7.7 

179 

8/10 

2.0T AW D Titanium 

472900 

177 

240 

7.8 

212 

8.8 

204 

6/10 

2.0TDCiAWD Trend 

457900 

132 

400 

10.4 

200 

8.2 

182 

8/10 

2.0TDCi AWD Titanium 

492900 

132 

400 

10.4 

200 

8.2 

182 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: 452cm W: 184cm H: 175cm 

Boot: 1653 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 







The Mondeo returns. Smooth, refined and not too 
American. Loads of clever kit. Well done Ford. 

PRICE kW Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

C02 


1.5T Trend 

367900 

132 

240 

9.2 

218 

7.4 

173 

8/10 

2.0T Trend 

395900 

149 

300 

8.7 

232 

7.5 

174 

7/10 

2.0T Titanium 

454900 

177 

340 

7.9 

240 

8.5 

187 

7/10 

2.0TDCi Titanium 

494900 

132 

400 

8.6 

225 

5.1 

124 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 487cm W: 191cn 
Boot: 453 litres Fuel Tank: 62 litres 

1 H: 147cm 




It's like a posh Transit, only less panel-vanny. 










FRIGE 

kW 

Nm 

hog 

km/h 

L/TOOkm 

C 02 

RATING 

2.2TDCi SWB Ambiente 

458900 

74 

310 

n/a 

157 

8.5 

172 

8/10 

2.2TDCi LWB Ambiente 

484900 

74 

310 

n/a 

157 

8.5 

172 

8/10 

2.2TDCi SWB Trend 

499900 

92 

350 

n/a 

157 

8.5 

172 

8/10 

2.2TDCi LWB Trend 

498900 

92 

350 

n/a 

157 

8.5 

172 

8/10 

2.2TDCi SWB Limited 

539900 

114 

385 

n/a 

157 

6.5 

172 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 497/533cm W: 208cm H: 202cm Boot: 
n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Five-door version of crushingly successful Ranger 
bakkie. Toyota doesn’t like it, which means you will. 
A lot. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/t00km 

CQ2 RATING 

3.2 4WDXLT 

607900 

147 

470 

11.8 

n/a 

8.2 

217 

8/10 

3.2 4WD Limited 

663900 

147 

470 

11.8 

n/a 

8.2 

217 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 489cm W: 186cm H: 184cm 
Boot: 1050-2010 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



At last, a muscle car to call our own. Mustang now here 
in right -hand drive, still feels very American. Also large. 


179 7/ID 


2.3T fastbackauto 


5.8 23 9 9.8 225 7/10 


2.3T convertible auto 


233 430 5.8 


9.8 225 7/18 


5.0 GT fastback auto 
5.0 GT convertible auto 


388 

388 


530 4.8 283 JZO 

530 4.8 283 12.8 


287 Li 6/10 
294 6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 478cm W: 208cm H: 139cm 
Boot: 322/382 litres Fuel Tank: 59/61 litres 



Great name but 68kW engine in a bakkie body is 
hardly going to go like thunder, is it? 


PRICE 


76 193 n/a n/a n/a n/a 2/10 


2.2 CV " 
2.8TDCV 


2.2 double cab CV 


2.8TD double cab XV 


149 95D 
179 95D 
184950 
205950 


n/a n/a 
n/a n/a 
n/a n/a 


202 n/a n/a n/a n/a 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 516cm W: 175cm H: 170cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: n/a litres 




1 

Another great name, sounds like 
band; R37ok+ for a Chinese bakk 

an indu 
ie? No. 

strial boy 

kW Nm 

0-100 



J 

PRICE 

km/h 

L/lD0km 

C 02 

RATING 

2.8 on-road Comfort 

204950 

96 

280 

n/a 

150 

8.0 

212 

4/10 

2.8 off-road Comfort 

244950 

96 

280 

n/a 

150 

8.0 

212 

4/10 

2.8 off-road Luxury 

254950 

98 

280 

n/a 

150 

8.0 

212 

4/10 

doublecab 









2.8 off-road Comfort 

299950 

120 

360 

13.5 

160 

8.3 

219 

4/10 

2.8 off-road Luxury 

319950 

120 

380 

13.5 

180 

8.3 

219 

4/10 

2.8 4x4 Comfort 

384950 

120 

360 

13.5 

160 

8.3 

219 

4/10 

2.8 4x4 Luxury 

404950 

120 

360 

13.5 

160 

8.3 

219 

4/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 531cm W: 188cm H: 1 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 

86cm 




Chinese cars that don’t feel at all well-built or engineered. Brakes will 
make you rediscover religion. 



Panda face styling details can’t hide its 
unsophisticated execution. Unfathomable USB 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

C02 


1.0GC2GS 

92990 

50 

88 

n/a 

n/a 

8.2 

140 

3/10 

1.3 GL 

99990 

63 

110 

14.0 

155 

6.9 

164 

3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 360cm W: 163cm H: 147cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



Again, Panda face styling can’t hide its unsophisticated 
execution. Distinguished by a spare tyre tacked on 
the back. 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 360cm W: 163cm H: 147cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 

109990 63_ 110 14.0 155 8.9 184 3/10 


J12990 


_75 138 n/a n/a 7.3 169 3/10 



Geely with a boot. No interesting Volvo bits. No 
point to it that we can deduce. Unbelievably cheap. 



PRICE 

kW Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lDOkm 

C 02 

RATING 

hatch 1.5 GL 

99990 

89 128 

n/a 

165 

7.7 

178 

3/10 

sedan 1.5 GL 

104990 

89 128 

n/a 

165 

7.7 

178 

3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 400/434cm W: 169cm H: 144cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



Geely’s idea of alternative branded luxury. Like a 
Chinese Lexus. Sort of. Not at all... 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

1.8 GL Luxury 

164990 

102 

172 

10.9 

185 

7.6 

180 

4/10 

1.8 GT Executive 

174990 

102 

172 

10.9 

185 

7.6 

180 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 464cm W: 180cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 680 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



TopGear on GWM 


Best of the Chinese isn’t really saying much. Was stupendous value. 
Now comically on par with Korean and Japanese pricing. Silly. 



Ambitiously named Chinese compact SUV is not bad. 
And you get to tell people you drive an M4. 


189988 J7__ 


n/a 178 7.2 172 n/d 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 396cm W: 173cm H: 162cm 
Boot: 310 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



Low tech meets high value. Offers impressive value 
as a workhorse, but won't ever win the walk-off. 


2, 2L Workhorse 


HW Wm 0-mo km/ h L/imm C02 BflllHB 

78 19D n/a n/a 9.7 229 5/18 


289 98 0 100 200 n/a 180 10.7 251 5/10 


184900 78_ 


n/a n/a 9.7 229 5/10 


214900 78 225 n/a 150 9.3 245 4/10 


_234900 100 200 n/a 180 10.7 251 5/10 


2.0VGT Lux 
2.0VGT 4x4 Lux 


219900 110 310 

239900 110 310 


n/a n/a 8.3 220 5/10 

n/a n/a 8.3 220 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 502/504cm W: 180cm H: 168/173cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


TOPGEAR. CO. ZA 












Has touchscreen audio, piano black cabin finishes and 
powered by an ostensibly self-developed 2 -litre 
turbodiesel. Chinse+luxury+bakkie^oxymoronic. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-1D0 

km/h 

l/IOOkm 

CD2 

RATING 

2.4 SX 

239 9DD 

93 

200 

n/a 

150 

10.7 

251 

4/10 

2.4Xscape 

256 9DD 

93 

200 

n/a 

150 

10.7 

251 

4/10 

2.0VGTSX 

269 9DD 

105 

305 

n/a 

150 

8.3 

220 

5/10 

2.0VGT Xscape 

289 90D 

105 

305 

n/a 

150 

8.3 

220 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 509cm W: 180cm H: 173cm Boot: n/a 
litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



Improved "second-gen" looks from a Chinese 
manufacturer. Best of the bunch, but build quality 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-1D0 

km/h 

l/lODkm 

G 02 

rating 

2.4 Lux 

199900 

100 

200 

n/a 

165 

10.3 

242 

5/10 

2.4 4x4 Lux 

219900 

100 

200 

n/a 

165 

10.3 

242 

5/10 

2.0VGT Lux 

214900 

110 

310 

n/a 

160 

7.6 

199 

5/10 

2.0VGT 4x4 Lux auto 

244900 

110 

310 

n/a 

160 

9.2 

240 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 465cm W: 181cm H: 175cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


GWM's interpretation of American supersized bakkie 
design, hence ginormous grille and oversized 
headlamps. Six airbags and ESP. Needsmore po wer. _ 




PRIDE 

kW 

Nm 

0-1D0 

km/h l/100km 

G02 

RATING 

2.0VGTSX 

299900 

105 

305 

n/a 

150 8.8 

233 

6/10 

2.0VGT Xscape 

319900 

105 

310 

n/a 

150 8.8 

233 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 535cm W: 180cm H: 176cm Boot: n/a 
litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


TopGear on Honda 


World’s greatest engine company assembles very reliable cars, 
which you’ll have no desire to buy. Needs Type-R. Desperately. 



Think of it as a smaller Jazz, without the clever bits. 
Bombproof mechanical build quality. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

D-1D0 

km/h 

l/10Dkm 

002 

RATING 

hatch 1.2 Trend 

140800 

65 

109 

12.2 

n/a 

5.6 

133 

5/10 

hatch 1.2 Comfort 

154500 

65 

109 

12.2 

n/a 

5.6 

133 

5/10 

hatch 1.2 Comfort auto 

167500 

65 

109 

14.7 

n/a 

6.3 

150 

5/10 

Amaze sedan 1 .2 Trend 

153600 

65 

109 

12.4 

n/a 

6.1 

147 

5/10 

Amaze sedan 1.2 Comfort 

164600 

65 

109 

12.4 

n/a 

6.1 

147 

5/10 

Amaze sedan 1 .2 Comfort auto 

177600 

65 

109 

15.7 

n/a 

6.9 

167 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 361/399cm W: 168cm H: 150cm 
Boot: 519/405 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



It’s better than an Avanza and Ertiga, but only just. 
Somewhat lacks the premium shine of bigger 



PRIDE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 Ml 

L/IOOkm 

002 

RATING 

1.5 Trend 

196200 

88 

145 

10.6 140 

6.1 

147 

6/10 

1.5 Comfort 

217000 

88 

145 

10.8 140 

6.1 

147 

6/10 

1.5 Comfort auto 

233400 

88 

145 

11.3 140 

6.0 

144 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 439cm W: 168cm H: 162cm 
Boot: 223-521 litres Fuel Tank: 42 litres 



Individual and ingenious, the Jazz deserves to be 
bought by more people under ninety than it is. 


IIP 13.5 175 5.B 135 6/10 



1.5 Dynamic 


1.5 Dynamic auto 


268600 

283600 


145 10.7 180 5.8 140 


7/10 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 444cm W: 170cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 536 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 


Hugely convincing facelift raises this iteration of the 
Ballade from budget to bearable. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

D-1D0 

km/h 

l/IOOkm C02 

RATING 

1.5 Trend 

218100 

88 

145 

9.6 

185 

5.9 140 

6/10 

1.5 Trend auto 

233100 

88 

145 

11.1 

190 

5.8 137 

5/10 

1.5 Elegance 

247 6 00 

88 

145 

9.6 

185 

5.9 140 

5/10 

1.5 Elegance auto 

262600 

88 

145 

11.1 

190 

5.8 137 

6/10 

1.5 Executive 

264100 

88 

145 

9.6 

185 

5.9 140 

5/10 

1.5 Executive auto 

279100 

88 

145 

11.1 

190 

5.8 137 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 444cm W: 170cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 536 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 


Looks like a facelift, but is actually an all new model 
that's now much quieter, more comfortable and much 
less bonkers inside. The Type-R c omet h. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/10Dkm 

002 

RATING 

sedan 1.8 Elegance 

325200 

104 

174 

9.1 

200 

6.7 

160 

7/10 

sedan 1.8 Elegance auto 

340200 

104 

174 

10.7 

200 

6.6 

157 

7/10 

sedan 1.8 Executive 

337700 

104 

174 

9.1 

200 

6.7 

160 

7/10 

sedan 1.8 Executive auto 

352700 

104 

174 

10.7 

200 

6.6 

157 

7/10 

hatch 1.8 Elegance 

310100 

104 

174 

9.1 

212 

6.1 

146 

7/10 

hatch 1.8 Elegance auto 

325100 

104 

174 

10.9 

207 

6.5 

155 

7/10 

hatch 1.8 Executive 

337700 

104 

174 

9.5 

212 

6.3 

150 

7/10 

hatch 1.8 Executive auto 

352700 

104 

174 

11.3 

207 

6.5 

155 

7/10 

Type R 

586400 

228 

400 

5.7 

270 

7.5 

177 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: 430/455cm W: 175/177cm 

H: 144cm Boot: 440/477-1210 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



Not nearly as mad as the original. Crossover style 
with all the characteristic Honda cleverness but 
unfortunately, no diesels engines^^ 


L/lDDkm CD2 BflTIHB 


1.5 Comfort 


88 145 12.0 179 6.2 147 6/10 


1,8 Elegance 


370500 J05 172 10.1 188 BJ_ 162 7/]0_ 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 431cm W: 177cm H: 161cm 
Boot: 393-1022 litres Fuel Tank: 40/50 litres 


An award winner at TopGear in 2010 . Buck Rogers 
styling, low emissions and a compelling balance of 
performance and economy. It’s theCR-X reborn. 


hybrid 

401200 

101e 

190e 

9.4 

200 

5.2 

124 

7/10 

hybrid auto 

416200 

101e 

190e 

9.9 

198 

4.9 

117 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: 408cm W: 174cm H: 140cm 

Boot: 225/401 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 








1 

Honda’s SUV now sharper to the eye, but lacks t 
branding cachet. Should last rather well. 

PRICE kW 

:he 


Nm 

0-100 M 

L/10Dkn 

1 002 

RATING 

2.0 Comfort 

371500 

114 

192 

10.0 190 

7.7 

182 

6/10 

2.0 Comfort auto 

386500 

114 

192 

12.4 185 

7.6 

181 

6/10 

2.0 Elegance 

421800 

114 

192 

10.0 190 

7.7 

182 

6/10 

2.0 Elegance auto 

436800 

114 

192 

12.4 185 

7.6 

181 

6/10 

2.4 Executive AW D 

543600 

140 

220 

11.1 190 

8.6 

203 

6/10 

2.4 Exclusive AWD 

582200 

140 

220 

11.1 190 

8.6 

203 

6/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 457cm W: 182cm H: 165cm 



Boot: 1146 litres Fuel Tank: 

: 58 litres 







Say sayonara to the Accord as we knew it in favour 
of an obese, cumbersome American version. Or 
simply put, the American version. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lODkm 

G02 

RATING 

2.0 Elegance 

434600 

114 

190 

11.7 

200 

7.5 

178 

5/10 

2.4 Executive 

501700 

132 

225 

10.6 

200 

8.1 

192 

5/10 

3.5 V6 Exclusive 

613300 

207 

339 

7.2 

200 

9.2 

217 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 489cm W: 185cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 453 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 



TopGear on Hyundai ; 


Korean behemoth perhaps the greatest threat of all to Toyota’s 
passenger-car business. Needs a bakkie for true world domination. 


Facelifted car, but don’t think Hyundai has taken that 
as an excuse to make it expensive. 



1.2 Comfort 

220300 

66 

110 

13.6 

175 

5.6 

135 

6/10 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/IOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

1.2 Comfort auto 

237800 

66 

110 

14.3 

174 

5.6 

136 

6/10 

1.5 Elegance 

252600 

68 

145 

9.9 

180 

6.0 

143 

7/10 

1.1 Motion 

145900 

50 

99 

15.2 

153 

4.8 

114 

6/10 

1.5 Elegance auto 

267600 

68 

145 

10.6 

180 

5.8 

140 

7/10 

1.1 Motion auto 

159900 

50 

99 

17.1 

146 

5.7 

135 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 359cm W: 160cm H: 154cm 
Boot: 225/910 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 

Lacks the charisma of the Panda and the sheer polish 
of the Up but actually, if you don't care about cars then 
buy this one. 

PRICE 

1.25 Motion 167900 84 120 12.7 167 5.9 130 6/10 

1.25 Fluid 181900 64 12D 12.7 187 5.9 13D 7/10 

1.25 Fluid auto 191900 64 120 14.2 IBP 6.9 147 7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 377cm W: 166cm H: 152cm 
Boot: 256-1202 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 



O-IDO km/h L/IODkm CG2 RATING 



It's the new i 2 o! It's not that exciting! It needs 
better engines! Otherwise a very worthy and 
competent supermini. 


0-10 0 km/h 1/IOOkm C02 


207900 61 115 13.6 165 5.9 140 5/10 


218900 _61_ 115 13.6 165 5.9 140 5_/10_ 


J32900 1 ± 


11.4 182 6.5 147 5/10 


243 900 74 


13.2 163 7.5 I BP 5/10 


1.4 Sport 


n/a 182 6.5 147 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 400cm W:173cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 294/1010 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



Plastic hubcaps complete sleeper looks, with a 
rev-happy screamer of an engine. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-10D km/h 

L/lD0km 

002 

RATING 

sedan 1.6 Motion 

232000 

91 

156 

10.2 190 

6.1 

145 

7/10 

sedan 1.6 Fluid 

249900 

91 

156 

10.2 190 

6.1 

145 

7/10 

sedan 1.6 Fluid auto 

261900 

91 

156 

11.4 184 

6.4 

151 

7/10 

sedan 1.6 Glide 

266900 

91 

156 

10.2 190 

6.1 

145 

7/10 

sedan 1.6 Glide auto 

276900 

91 

156 

11.4 184 

6.4 

151 

7/10 

hatch 1.6 Fluid 

261900 

91 

156 

10.2 190 

6.4 

152 

7/10 

hatch 1.6 Fluid auto 

272900 

91 

156 

11.4 184 

6.8 

161 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: 437cm W:170cm H: 146cm 

Boot: 389 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 


A monumental improvement over its predecessor, 
and like the Accent also offers zingy performance. 



1,6 Premium auto 


96 157 10.1 200 6.4 152 6/10 


309900 _96 157 11.6 195 6.9 163 6/10 


1.6 Executive auto 


96 157 10.1 200 6.4 152 6/10 


3199DD _96 157 11.6 195 6.9 


EURO NCAP: 455cm W: 178cm H: 145cm 

Boot: 485 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



Woah, Hyundai seem to be catching up with Kia in the 
design stakes, and catching up with everyone else 
everywhere else. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lDOkm 

002 

RATING 

1.6 Premium 

313900 

95 

157 

10.5 

195 

6.4 

152 

6/10 

1.6 Premium auto 

335900 

95 

157 

11.5 

192 

6.8 

173 

5/10 

1.6 Premium auto 

335900 

95 

157 

11.5 

192 

6.8 

173 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: 430cm W: 178cm H: 148cm 

Boot: 378 litres Fuel Tank: 53 litres 


HI*’ 1 *v s. 





A cool, quirky coupe/hatch with one door on the 
driver’s side and two doors on the other. A modicum 



of talent, too. 







PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-10D 

km/h 

L/TDOkm 

002 

RATING 

1 .6 Executive 

308900 

103 

167 

9.7 

201 

6.8 

163 

6/10 

1.6 Executive auto 

328900 

103 

167 

10.3 

200 

6.8 

161 

6/10 

Turbo Elite 

390900 

150 

265 

7.8 

224 

7.2 

171 

6/10 

Turbo Elite auto 

410900 

150 

265 

7.3 

225 

6.9 

165 

6/10 

EURO NCAP: 422cm W: 179crr 

Boot: 440 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 

1 H: 140cm 



A weird but not unattractive compact SUV that 
marks Hyundai’s trend towards recovery. 

No masterpiece, but you could doworse. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-10D 

M 

L/100km 

002 

RATING 

2.0 Premium 

349900 

116 

192 

10.7 

185 

8.5 

201 

6/10 

2.0 Premium Special Edition 

370900 

116 

192 

10.7 

185 

8.5 

201 

6/10 

2.0 Premium auto 

365900 

116 

192 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

6/10 

2.0 Premium auto Special Ed. 

386900 

116 

192 

11.5 

177 

8.9 

207 

6/10 

1.7CRDi Premium 

376900 

85 

260 

12.4 

174 

5.3 

139 

6/10 

1.7CRDi Premium Special Ed. 

396900 

85 

260 

12.4 

173 

5.3 

139 

6/10 

2.0 Executive 

391900 

116 

192 

10.7 

185 

8.5 

204 

6/10 

2.0 Executive Special Edition 

406900 

116 

192 

10.7 

185 

8.5 

204 

5/10 

2.0 Elite 

416900 

116 

192 

11.5 

177 

8.8 

200 

5/10 

2.0 Elite Special Edition 

431900 

116 

192 

11.5 

177 

8.8 

200 

5/10 

2.0CRDi Elite 

447900 

130 

383 

9.4 

195 

6.5 

170 

6/10 

2.0CRDi Elite Special Edition 

467900 

130 

383 

9.4 

195 

6.5 

170 

6/10 

2.0CRDi 4WD Elite 

509900 

130 

392 

9.8 

195 

7.2 

190 

5/10 

2.0CRDi 4WD Elite Special Ed 

529900 

130 

392 

9.8 

195 

7.2 

190 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: 441cm 

Boot: 591-1436 litres Fuel Tank: 


W: 182cm H: 
55 litres 


m 


Surprisingly good van that should be issued as 
standard spec to JZ's wives. Lots of space, plenty 
to like. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-10D km/h 

L/ICOkm 

002 

RATING 

2.4 wagon 

482900 

126 

224 

17.1 178 

10.2 

240 

5/10 

2.5CRDi wagon 

579900 

125 

441 

14.4 180 

9.8 

257 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 512cm W: 192cm H: 194cm 
Boot: 851-4308 litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 


TOPGEAR. CO. ZA ^ MARCH 2016 













Supersized ix35 still only comes with one engine 
choice, which is one of the best diesels in class. 


684900 J45 43B 9J_ 190 


2,2CRDi 4WD Elite 


724900 J45 43B 1D.D 190 8.3 206 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 469cm W: 189cm H: 168cm 
Boot: 277/2008 litres Fuel Tank: 64 litres 



More sharply styled but otherwise anonymous saloon 
from Nissan's luxury wing. This time it takes air squarely 
at the BMW 3 Series. 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

C 02 

RATING 

2 .2d 

446250 

125 

400 

8.7 

231 

4.8 

125 

8/10 

2.0T Premium 

465950 

155 

350 

7.2 

245 

7.0 

182 

8/10 

2.0T Sport 

488850 

155 

350 

7.2 

245 

7.0 

182 

8/10 

2. 2d Premium 

489750 

125 

400 

8.5 

230 

5.0 

133 

7/10 

2. 2d Sport 

516 B50 

125 

400 

8.5 

230 

5.0 

133 

7/10 

S Hybrid 

820650 

261e 

536e 

5.1 

250 

6.8 

159 

8/10 

S Hvbrid AWD 

645650 

261e 

536e 

5.4 

250 

7.2 

169 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 479cm W: 182cm H: 145cm 
Boot: 500 /400 litres Fuel Tank: 74/70 litres 


An agreeably different crossover SUV thingummy 
that’ll separate you from the BMW X3 and Freelander 
herds. But will anyone ever buy it off you? 



175 550 7.9 2 21 B.5 224 5/10 


B37824 J75 550 7.9 221 8.5 224 5/10 


3 Od GT Premium 
3.7 GT 


879230 J75 550 

829070 _235 380 


7.9 221 8.5 224 5/10 

M 240 JL2 288 5/10 


3,7 GTPremium 


_ 670476 235 360 8.4 240 12.2 288 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 464cm W: 180cm H: 158cm 
Boot: 340/1175 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Attractive as a coupe and not a disaster as a folding 
tin-top. BMW and Audi won’t be losing any sleep 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

C 02 

RATING 

coupe 3.7 GT 

618687 

235 

360 

5,9 

250 

11.4 

268 

4/10 

coupe 3.7 S 

841270 

235 

360 

5.9 

250 

11.4 

268 

4/10 

coupe 3.7 S Premium 

874589 

235 

360 

5.9 

250 

11.4 

268 

4/10 

cabrio 3.7 GT Premium 

701887 

235 

360 

8.4 

250 

11.4 

268 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 466cm W: 182cm H: 139cm 
Boot: 275/333 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Refined, classy and quick, but as bland as a Lexus and 
go carefully with the spec - it's your money you're 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

C 02 

RATING 

3.7 GT 

851154 

235 

360 

8.2 

250 

10.2 

235 

5/10 

3.7 GT Premium 

708205 

235 

360 

6.2 

250 

10.2 

235 

5/10 

3.7 S Premium 

732426 

235 

360 

6.2 

250 

10.2 

235 

5/10 

3.0d GT 

872539 

175 

550 

6.9 

250 

7.5 

199 

8/10 

3.0d GT Premium 

729590 

175 

550 

6.9 

250 

7.5 

199 

6/10 

3.0d S 

696759 

175 

550 

6.9 

250 

7.5 

199 

6/10 

3.0d S Premium 

753810 

175 

550 

6.9 

250 

7.5 

199 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 495cm W: 185cm H: 150 cm 
Boot: 450 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


Want to avoid a BMW X6 and associated impressions 
of drug related violence? The QX70 is an option. 




PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

MOO 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

3.7 GT 

758500 

235 

360 

6.8 

233 

12.3 

291 

5/10 

3.7 GT Premium 

818500 

235 

360 

6.8 

233 

12.3 

291 

5/10 

3.7 S 

803500 

235 

360 

6.8 

233 

12.3 

291 

5/10 

3.7 S Premium 

863500 

235 

360 

6.8 

233 

12.3 

291 

5/10 

3.7 S Black 

877000 

235 

360 

6.8 

233 

12.3 

291 

5/10 

3.0d GT 

781000 

175 

550 

8.3 

212 

9.0 

238 

5/10 

3.0d GT Premium 

841000 

175 

550 

8.3 

212 

9.0 

238 

5/10 

3.0d S 

826000 

175 

550 

8.3 

212 

9.0 

238 

6/10 

3.0d S Premium 

886000 

175 

550 

8.3 

212 

9.0 

238 

6/10 

3.0d S Black 

899500 

175 

550 

8.3 

212 

9.0 

238 

6/10 

5.0S Premium 

959500 

287 

500 

5.8 

250 

13.1 

312 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: 487cm W: 193cm H: 168cm 

Boot: 410/1305 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 


Hideous. Unnecessary. Behemoth. Yours for well 
beyond a million rand. A bargain for ayacht. 



0-100 km/h l/irom 002 BITING 


1308000 298 580 7.5 210 14.8 350 8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 531cm W: 227cm H: 195cm 
Boot: 470-2693 litres Fuel Tank: 100 litres 



TopGear on Isuzu: 


The quintessential bakkie brand - it does nothing else - has fallen 
behind the technology curve. Reliable, but rivals are better. 



After a glacial development cycle, loyal Isuzu 
customers are rewarded by a very capable new KB. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

C02 

RATING 

250 

235000 

58 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

208 

6/10 

250 Fleetside 

258800 

58 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

208 

8/10 

250D-Teq Fleetside 

285600 

100 

320 

n/a 

n/a 

7.6 

199 

6/10 

250D-Teq LE 

329500 

100 

320 

n/a 

n/a 

7.8 

199 

6/10 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE 

382900 

100 

320 

n/a 

n/a 

8.2 

217 

7/10 

3QOD-Teq LX 

381100 

130 

380 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

203 

7/10 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

439200 

130 

380 

n/a 

n/a 

8.1 

213 

7/10 

Extended Cab 









250D-Teq Hi-Rider 

337400 

100 

320 

n/a 

n/a 

7.8 

199 

6/10 

3QOD-Teq LX 

414000 

130 

380 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

202 

7/10 

300D-TeqLXauto 

427900 

130 

380 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

204 

7/10 

3QOD-Teq 4x4 LX 

474 400 

130 

380 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

209 

8/10 

doublecab 









250D-Teq Hi-Rider 

344400 

100 

320 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

203 

8/10 

250D-Teq LE 

435200 

100 

320 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

203 

8/10 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE 

457400 

100 

320 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

208 

8/10 

3QOD-Teq LX 

486900 

130 

380 

n/a 

n/a 

7.8 

204 

7/10 

300D-Teq LX auto 

501200 

130 

380 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

204 

7/10 

3QOD-Teq 4x4 LX 

549800 

130 

380 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

209 

7/10 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX auto 

583500 

130 

380 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

208 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:522/531cm W: 177/186cm H: 169/ 
179cm Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


TopGear on Jaguar 


Indian cash finally delivered Jaguar’s E-Type rival, only a few decades 
late. Characterful British alternative to the Germans. 



Forget the F-Type, this is actually the most 
important Jaguar of the last decade. Exchange rate 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

CD2 

RATING 

20d Pure 

561500 

132 

430 

7.8 

231 

4.2 

109 

6/10 

20d Prestige 

619900 

132 

430 

7.8 

228 

4.2 

109 

6/10 

20d R-Sport 

844700 

132 

430 

7.8 

228 

4.2 

109 

6/10 

20d Portfolio 

687300 

132 

430 

7.8 

228 

4.2 

109 

6/10 

25t Prestige 

676853 

177 

340 

6.8 

250 

7.5 

179 

6/10 

25t R-Sport 

701753 

177 

340 

6.8 

250 

7.5 

179 

6/10 

25t Portfolio 

744 453 

177 

340 

6.8 

250 

7.5 

179 

6/10 

S 

961092 

250 

450 

5.1 

250 

8.1 

194 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 467cm W: 185cm H: 142cm 
Boot: 455 litres Fuel Tank: 56 (diesel) / 63 (petrol) litres 


Luxurious, dynamic, different. All those discerning 
Jaguar values, but, nobody will notice until it has a 




PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

C 02 

RATING 

20d Prestige 

714800 

132 

430 

8.1 

229 

4.3 

114 

8/10 

20d R-Sport 

782700 

132 

430 

8.1 

229 

4.3 

114 

6/10 

25t Prestige 

755153 

177 

340 

7.0 

248 

7.5 

179 

6/10 

25t R-Sport 

822953 

177 

340 

7.0 

248 

7.5 

179 

6/10 

25t Portfolio 

856253 

177 

340 

7.0 

248 

7.5 

179 

6/10 

35t R-Sport 

1045503 

250 

450 

5.4 

250 

8.3 

198 

7/10 

S 

1186803 

280 

450 

5.3 

250 

8.3 

198 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 495cm W: 190cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 540 litres Fuel Tank: 66 (diesel) / 74 (petrol) litres 


IF-Type 1 


Could be an over-priced Boxster rival. Or bargair 
911 alternative. In reality, a simply fantastic car. 

PRICE kW 

l 

Nm 

1 

0-100 

km/h 

L/I00km 

C02 

RATING 

coupe 

979205 

250 

450 

5.3 

280 

8.4 

199 

9/10 

convertible 

997505 

250 

450 

5.3 

260 

8.4 

199 

8/10 

S coupe 

1125518 

280 

480 

4.9 

275 

8.6 

203 

9/10 

S convertible 

1143918 

280 

480 

4.9 

275 

8.6 

203 

9/10 

R coupe 

1768851 

405 

680 

4.2 

300 

10.7 

255 

9/10 

R convertible 

1787251 

405 

680 

4.2 

300 

10.7 

255 

9/10 

R coupe AWD 

1864887 

405 

680 

4.1 

300 

11.3 

269 

9/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 447cm W: 192cm H: 131cm 
Boot: 200/148 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


Yowzers! The XJ is rapid, refined and just plain 
beautiful. The interior is so special we had to invent 
an award for it. 


XJ i4 Luxury 


18 45742 177 340 7.9 241 9.0 213 


XJ L i4 Premium Luxury 
XJ 3.0D Luxury 


1285342 177 340 7.9 241 9.0 213 

1383288 221 700 8.2 250 7.0 184 


XJ 3.0D Premium Luxury 


1495866 221 700 8.2 250 7.0 


XJ L 3.0D Premium Luxury 15 92088 221 700 8.2 25 0 7.0 184 8/10 

XJ 3.0 Supercharged R-Sport 17083 37 250 450 5.9 250 9.1 211 8/10 

XJ L 3.0 Supercharged Portfolio 1 f77l Z§7 250 HI 5.9 IB 9.1 IffB 8/10 

XJR 2 325 074 4 0 5 6 8 0 4.8 280 11.1 2 6 4 9/10 

XJL5.0Sprchrgd Autobiography 2547374 375 Ilf 4.9 lH 11,1 jj| 8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L:512/525cm W: 189cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 520 litres Fuel Tank: 82 litres 



Fiat 500X’s American cousin. If real Jeeps have 
round headlights, then this is surely one. Right? 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

CD2 

RATING 

1.6L Longitude 

320 990 

81 

152 

11.0 

178 

6.0 

149 

5/10 

1.4LT Limited 

380990 

103 

230 

10.9 

181 

6.0 

140 

8/10 

1.6L Multiiet Limited 

394990 

88 

320 

10.2 

178 

4.8 

120 

8/10 

1.4LT 4x4 Limited 

457990 

125 

250 

8.8 

196 

6.9 

160 

8/10 

2.4L4x4Trailhawk 

455990 

137 

232 

9.8 

180 

7.5 

175 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 445cm W: 181cm H: 166cm 
Boot: 458/1269 litres Fuel Tank: 51 litres 



The most softcore Jeep in the range - more of a 
quasi-SUV and only in 2WD here. Looks alright, 
priced right, but rivals are more accomplished. 



PRICE 

kW Nm 

D-1G0 

km/h 

L/100km 

CD2 

RATING 

2.0L Limited 

381990 

115 

190 

10.8 

180 

7.8 

175 

4/10 

2.0L Limited auto CVT 

394990 

115 

190 

n/a 

n/a 

8.2 

J90 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 445cm W: 181cm H: 166cm 
Boot: 458/1269 litres Fuel Tank: 51 litres 



Yee and indeed ha. The Wrangler is still basic, 
but has been around for so long it is now retro. 
Five-door is rugged in the Defender vein. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

D-1G0 

km/h L/IOOkm CD2 RATING 

3.6L Sahara 

514990 

209 

347 

8.1 

159 11.0 258 5/10 

Unlimited 3.6L Sahara 

561990 

209 

347 

8.9 

180 11.7 273 8/10 

Unlimited 3.6L Rubicon 

588990 

209 

347 

8.9 

180 11.9 276 7/10 

Unlimited 2.8CRD Sahara 

624990 

147 

460 

10.7 

172 8.3 217 8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 422/475cm W: 188cm 
Boot: 498/935 litres Fuel Tank: 85 litres 

H: 184cm 


After a leave of absence, the Cherokee is back to do 
battle with the Freelander. It's priced well and looks... 
interesting. 

■I ' 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 km/h 

L/100km 

CD2 

RATING 

2.4L Longitude 

541990 

130 

229 

10.5 198 

8.3 

193 

8/10 

3.2L Limited 

584990 

200 

315 

8.1 209 

9.5 

221 

8/10 

3.2L 4x4 Limited 

636990 

200 

315 

8.1 209 

10.0 

232 

7/10 

3.2L4x4Trailhawk 

690990 

200 

315 

8.4 180 

10.0 

232 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 463cm W: 186cm H: 186/190cm 
Boot: 412-1267 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


BHiiflHi 

Jeep may be under Fiat's contro 
appears to have told the Grand ( 
See also Chrysler 300C. 

1, but no-one 
Iherokee. 

PRICE kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/I00km 

CD2 

RATING 

3.6L Limited 

747990 

210 

347 

8.3 

206 

10.4 

244 

8/10 

3.6L Overland 

824990 

210 

347 

8.3 

206 

10.4 

244 

8/10 

3.6L Summit 

919990 

210 

347 

8.3 

206 

10.4 

244 

8/10 

5.7L Overland 

861990 

259 

520 

7.3 

225 

13.0 

304 

5/10 

3.0CRD Limited 

873990 

179 

569 

8.2 

202 

7.5 

198 

7/10 

3.0CRD Overland 

946990 

179 

569 

8.2 

202 

7.5 

198 

7/10 

3.0CRD Summit 

1051990 

179 

569 

8.2 

202 

7.5 

198 

8/10 

SRT 

1133990 

344 

824 

5.0 

257 

14.0 

327 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 482cm W: 194cm H: 176cm 
Boot: 782/1554 litres Fuel Tank: 93 litres 



PRICE kW Hm 0-100 km/h l/IDOkm 002 mint 

1.0 LS 124995 __51_ 94 14.3 155 4J)_ J1Z 7/10 

TO LX 152995 _51_ 94 14.3 155 4.9 117 7/10 

1.0 LX auto 165995 _51_ 94 n/a n/a 5.8 132 7/10 

.12EX 187995 _B5_ 120 _!1B_1B9 5.0 119 7/10 

1,2 EX auto 180995 _B5_ 120 n/a_ n/a 8.0 144 7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 360cm W: 160cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 200/870 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



Another looker from Kia desperately in search of 
more shove. 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

D-1G0 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

CD2 

RATING 

hatch 1.2 

203995 

65 

120 

13.1 

168 

5.4 

129 

4/10 

hatch 1.4 

228995 

79 

135 

11.5 

183 

6.4 

151 

5/10 

hatch 1.4 auto 

241995 

79 

135 

13.2 

170 

7.0 

165 

5/10 

hatch 1.4 Tec 

241995 

79 

135 

11.5 

183 

8.4 

151 

5/10 

hatch 1.4 Tec auto 

254995 

79 

135 

13.2 

170 

7.0 

165 

5/10 
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hatch 3-door 1.4 Tec 

241995 

79 

135 

11.5 

183 

6.4 

151 

5/10 

hatch 3-door 1.4 Tec auto 

254995 

79 

135 

13.2 

170 

7.0 

165 

5/10 

sedan 1.2 

293995 

65 

120 

13.1 

168 

5.4 

129 

4/10 

sedan 1.4 

228995 

79 

135 

11.5 

183 

6.4 

151 

6/10 

sedan 1.4 auto 

241995 

79 

135 

13.2 

170 

7.0 

165 

6/10 

sedan 1.4 Tec 

241995 

79 

135 

11.5 

183 

6.4 

151 

6/10 

sedan 1.4 Tec auto 

254995 

79 

135 

13.2 

170 

7.0 

165 

6/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 405cm W: 172cm H: 146cn 
Boot: 288/389 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 

i 





Kia thinks they created the funky compact thing-a- 
ma-jig segment with the Soul. Here’s a fresh take on 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 km/h 

L/100km 

002 

RATING 

1 .6 Start 

284995 

91 

152 

10.9 182 

7.9 

188 

5/10 

1 .6 Start auto 

297995 

91 

152 

12.5 177 

7.5 

178 

5/10 

2.0 Street 

319995 

116 

192 

10.4 188 

7.5 

178 

5/10 

2.0 Smart auto 

360995 

116 

192 

10.2 186 

7.9 

187 

5/10 

1 . 6 D Street 

345995 

94 

260 

10.8 180 

5.2 

137 

6/10 

1.6D Smart auto 

399995 

100 

300 

11.1 182 

5.4 

141 

6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 414cm W: 180cm H: 161cm 
Boot: 354-1367 litres Fuel Tank: 54 litres 



VW rivalling build quality and design - thanks to 
former VW man Peter Schreyer. Rather compelling, 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lODkm 

002 

RAIING 

hatch 1.6 EX 

278995 

95 

157 

10.1 

200 

6.5 

154 

7/10 

hatch 1.6 EX auto 

291995 

95 

157 

11.6 

195 

6.8 

160 

7/10 

hatch 2.0 EX 

310995 

118 

194 

8.5 

210 

6.9 

164 

7/10 

hatch 2.0 EX auto 

323995 

118 

194 

9.3 

205 

7.2 

170 

7/10 

hatch 2.0 SX 

340995 

118 

194 

8.5 

210 

6.9 

164 

7/10 

hatch 2.0 SX auto 

353995 

118 

194 

9.3 

205 

7.2 

170 

7/10 

sedan 1.6 EX 

278995 

95 

157 

10.1 

200 

6.5 

154 

7/10 

sedan 1 .6 EX auto 

291995 

95 

157 

11.6 

195 

6.8 

160 

7/10 

sedan 2.0 EX 

310995 

118 

194 

8.5 

210 

6.9 

164 

7/10 

sedan 2.0 EX auto 









sedan 2.0 SX 

340995 

118 

194 

8.5 

210 

6.9 

164 

7/10 

sedan 2.0 SX auto 

353995 

118 

194 

9.3 

205 

7.2 

170 

7/10 

Koup 1.6T 

370995 

152 

265 

7.7 

224 

7.2 

170 

6/10 

Koup 1.6T auto 

383995 

152 

265 

7.4 

222 

7.9 

187 

6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 435/456/453cm W: 178cm H: 
146/142cm Boot: 385/482/433 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



Another one of Kia’s stand-out cars, the Sportage 
is a handsome, spacious, value-driven crossover. 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-no 

km/h 

L/lODkm 

l 002 

RATING 

2.0 Ignite 

361995 

116 

192 

10.7 

185 

8.7 

207 

6/10 

2.0 

393995 

116 

192 

10.7 

185 

8.7 

207 

6/10 

2.0 auto 

406995 

116 

192 

11.5 

177 

8.9 

213 

6/10 

2.0CRDi 

423995 

130 

382 

9.4 

195 

6.7 

175 

7/10 

2.0CRDi auto 

436995 

130 

392 

9.6 

196 

7.3 

192 

7/10 

2.0CRDi Tec auto 

456995 

130 

392 

9.6 

196 

7.3 

192 

6/10 

2.0 AWD 

428995 

116 

192 

11.3 

184 

8.7 

207 

5/10 

2.0 AWD auto 

441995 

116 

192 

11.7 

175 

8.9 

213 

5/10 

2.0CRDi AWD 

458995 

130 

382 

9.8 

194 

6.7 

175 

6/10 

2.0CRDi AWD auto 

471995 

130 

392 

9.8 

195 

7.3 

192 

6/10 

2.0CRDi AWD Tec auto 

491995 

130 

392 

9.8 

195 

7.3 

192 

6/10 

2.0CRDi AWD Explore auto 

514995 

130 

392 

9.8 

195 

7.3 

192 

6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 444cm W: 186cm H: 165cm 
Boot: 564/1353 litres Fuel Tank: 58 litres 


The Sorento is a cheap, totally forgettable SUV. 
Decent standard spec is nice, automotive androgeny 
less so. 



127 225 1D.5 190 9.2 220 5/10 


553 995 J47 440 9.3 203 0.7 174 6/10 


2.2CRDi AWD EX 


656995 J47 440 9.3 203 6.7 174 6/10 


2J2CRDi AWD SX _ 


691995 147 440 9.6 203 


177 6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 478cm W: 189cm H: 169cm 
Boot: 660-1732 / 142-1662 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



Gargantuan people carrier looks less so courtesy 
of typically clever Kia styling. V-Class for the 
middle class. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lODkm 

002 

RATING 

2.2CRDi EX 

535995 

147 

440 

13.6 

190 

8.0 

208 

6/10 

2.2CRDi SX 

661995 

147 

440 

13.6 

190 

8.0 

208 

7/10 

2.2CRDi SXL 

705995 

147 

440 

13.6 

190 

8.0 

208 

6/10 

3.3V6SX 

641995 

199 

318 

8.6 

190 

10.9 

260 

6/10 

3.3 V 6 SXL 

685995 

199 

318 

8.6 

190 

10.9 

260 

6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 512cm W: 199cm H: 174cm 
Boot: 359-2718 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


TopGear on Lamborghini: 


All-wheel drive because it’s owned by Audi. Preposterous cars the 
world would be a poorer place without. 


Lambo’s riposte to the 458 and 650S. Smoother and 
slicker but ultimately remains Gallardo v2.0. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

002 

RATING 

LP580-2 coupe 

4500000 

426 

540 

3.4 

320 

11.9 

278 

9/10 

LP610-4 coupe 

4950000 

449 

560 

3.2 

325+ 

12.5 

290 

9/10 

LP610-4Spyder 

5500000 

449 

560 

3.4 

324 

12.3 

285 

9/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 446cm W: 192cm H: 117cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Murci^lago replacement doesn’t disappoint. A hint 
of Audi has crept in, but the Aventador is still one 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

1100km 

002 

RATING 

LP700-4 coupe 

7295000 

515 

690 

2.9 

350 

16.0 

370 

9/10 

LP700-4 Roadster 

7995000 

515 

690 

3.0 

350 

16.0 

370 

9/10 

LP750-4 Superveloce coupe 

POA 

552 

690 

2.8 

350+ 

16.0 

370 

9/10 

LP750-4Superveloce Roadster 

POA 

552 

690 

2.9 

350+ 

16.0 

370 

9/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 478cm W: 203cm H: 114cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 


TopGear on Land Rover: 


No longer a symbol of British hard-line foreign policy. Range Rover 
once again the stately SUV brand it once was. 



Still going. Still a workhorse farmer’s SUV, where 
practicality outweighs ergonomics, luxury ride- 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

002 

RATING 

90 TD station wagon S 

582400 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

10.0 

266 

6/10 

90 TD station wagon Heritage 648500 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

10.0 

266 

6/10 

90 TD station wagon Adventure 705100 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

10.0 

266 

6/10 

110TD pick-up E 

543200 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

11.1 

295 

6/10 

110TD high-capacity pick-up E 560600 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

11.1 

295 

6/10 

1 1 0 TD station wagon S 

624600 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

11.1 

295 

6/10 

1 10 TD station wagon Heritage 714600 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

11.1 

295 

6/10 

1 10 TD station wagon Adventure754700 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

11.1 

295 

6/10 

110TD double cabS 

644000 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

11.1 

295 

6/10 

1 30 TD crew cab E 

653500 

90 

360 

17.0 

132 

11.1 

295 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 389/464/517cm W: 179cm H: 197/ 
202cm Boot: 1600/2300 litres Fuel Tank: 60/75 litres 



The Freelandergets a new name, two more seats and 
much more. Pricey, but if you’re a yummy mummy, 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

002 

RATING 

STD4 

578401 

110 

400 

10.3 

180 

6.0 

159 

6/10 

SSD4 

630420 

140 

420 

8.9 

188 

6.3 

166 

8/10 

SSi4 

633600 

177 

340 

8.2 

199 

8.3 

197 

7/10 

SESD4 

678420 

140 

420 

8.9 

188 

6.3 

166 

8/10 

SE Si4 

681600 

177 

340 

8.2 

199 

8.3 

197 

7/10 

HSESD4 

738520 

140 

420 

8.9 

188 

6.3 

166 

8/10 

HSE Si4 

741700 

177 

340 

8.2 

199 

8.3 

197 

7/10 

HSE Luxury SD4 

780020 

140 

420 

8.9 

188 

6.3 

166 

8/10 

HSE Luxury Si4 

783200 

177 

340 

8.2 

199 

8.3 

197 

9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 459cm W: 207cm H: 172cm Boot: 
981-1698 litres Fuel Tank: 65 (TD4/SD4) 70 (Si4) litres 



A Range Rover rebooted for a younger, more stylish 
audience - it’s a junior-SUV, with 3 or 5 doors. One for 
fashionistas, not farmers. 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 437cm W: 198cm H: 161/164cm 
Boot: 575-1445 / 550-1350 litres Fuel Tank: 58/70 litres 



The best practical SUV on sale. Standard air 
suspension, seven seats, nicely luxurious. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 km/h L/lOOkm 

002 

RATING 

SCV 6 S 

925629 

250 

450 

8.1 195 12.0 

285 

7/10 

SDV 6 S 

938686 

183 

600 

9.3 180 8.8 

230 

8/10 

SCV 6 Graphite 

988529 

250 

450 

8.1 195 12.0 

285 

7/10 

SDV 6 Graphite 

989486 

183 

600 

9.3 180 8.8 

230 

7/10 

SCV 6 Landmark 

1110729 

250 

450 

8.1 195 12.0 

285 

6/10 

SDV 6 Landmark 

1112086 

183 

600 

9.3 180 8.8 

230 

6/10 


EURONCAP: 483cm W: 188cm H: 189cm 

Boot: 280/2560 litres Fuel Tank: 84 litres 



A prettier Range Rover Sport would have been a 
contradiction in terms, but the new one definitely 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/IDOkm 

002 

RATING 

SCV 6 S 

1041174 

250 

450 

7.2 

210 

11.3 

264 

8/10 

TDV 6 S 

1067531 

183 

600 

7.2 

210 

7.9 

209 

8/10 

SCV 6 SE 

1144774 

250 

450 

7.2 

210 

11.3 

264 

8/10 

SDV 6 SE 

1236531 

215 

600 

7.2 

210 

7.9 

209 

8/10 

SCV 6 HSE 

1355674 

250 

450 

7.2 

210 

11.3 

264 

8/10 

SDV 6 HSE 

1477631 

215 

600 

7.2 

210 

7.9 

209 

9/10 

SCV 6 HST 

1475774 

280 

450 

7.1 

210 

11.3 

264 

8/10 

Supercharged HSE Dynamic 

1611023 

375 

625 

5.3 

250 

13.8 

321 

9/10 

SDV 8 HSE Dynamic 

1622583 

250 

740 

6.9 

210 

8.7 

229 

9/10 

Superchrgd Autobio Dynamic 

1762923 

375 

625 

5.3 

250 

13.8 

321 

9/10 

SDV 8 Autobiography Dynamic 

1775083 

250 

740 

6.9 

210 

8.7 

229 

9/10 

SVR 

2037125 

405 

680 

4.7 

260 

13.8 

322 

9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 485cm W: 207cm H: 178cm 
Boot: 784 litres Fuel Tank: 80/105 litres 



This is not an SUV. That's far too common a badge. 
Instead, think go-anywhere luxury car. Or GALC. 
Hmm, catchy. 


TDV 6 Vogue 


7.9 21D 8.6 227 

6.9 215 8.7 229 

5.4 225 13.8 322 


SDV 8 Vogue SE 1991583 250 740 

Supercharged Vogue SE 2051425 375 625 

SDV 8 Autobiography 
Supercharged Autobiography 2299325 375 625 5.4 225 13.8 322 

LSDV 8 Autobiography 2 333 783 250 740 7.0 2 15 8.7 229 


2 239 583 250 740 6.9 215 8.7 229 


LSuperchgd Autobiography IMS® 375 625 
L SDV 8 SVAutobiography 3 22 0 08 3 2 5 0 740 


5.8 225 13.8 322 

7.0 215 8.7 229 


L Superchgd SVAutobiog!^ph)^^^^_^405_J|^P__5j__^S__!3jJ^^_ 

EURONCAP: n/a L:501/521cm W: 198cm H: 184cm 
Boot: 909-2030 litres Fuel Tank: 89/105 litres 



Hatchback Lexus that carries the tech from the Prius 
into anew wannabe-luxury market segment. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/lD0hm 

002 

RATING 

200h S 

454600 

100 e 

142+ 

e 10.3 

180 

4.1 

95 

4/10 


EURONCAP: 432cm W: 177cm H: 143cm 

Boot: 375/985 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


GS size for IS money. Front-wheel drive belies its 
Camry underpinnings. 


250 EX 

475800 

135 

235 

9.8 

207 

8.0 

188 

6/10 

300h EX 

562800 

151e 

213+e 

8.5 

180 

5.5 

130 

7/10 


EURONCAP: N/A L: 490cm W: 182cm H: 145cm 
Boot: 490 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 









A 3 Series drive too well foryou? Then buy this, 
it's worse. In other areas, the IS gives the Germans a 
much tougher time. 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/ID0km 

002 

RATING 

200t E 

524000 

180 

350 

7.0 

230 

7.5 

175 

7/10 

200t EX 

576000 

180 

350 

7.0 

230 

7.5 

175 

7/10 

350 F-Sport 

634200 

233 

378 

5.9 

225 

9.7 

225 

7/10 

EURONCAP: n/a L: 467cm W: 181cm H: 1 
Boot: 390 litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 

143cm 





PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/TOOkm 

002 

RATING 

Curious, Lexus sees the need to cross an SUV 
with a sharp object in a not altogether happy 
alliance. 





SESD4 

714722 

140 

420 

8.5 

195 

6.3 

167 

8/10 

SESi4 

745190 

177 

340 

7.6 

217 

8.3 

193 

7/10 

HSE Dynamic SD4 

856122 

140 

420 

8.5 

195 

6.3 

167 

8/10 










HSE Dynamic Si4 

886690 

177 

340 

7.6 

217 

8.3 

193 

7/10 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

002 

RATING 

coupe HSE Dynamic SD4 

855712 

140 

420 

8.5 

195 

6.2 

163 

8/10 

200t E 

566100 

175 

350 

7.1 

200 

7.9 

184 

6/10 

coupe HSE Dynamic Si4 

886690 

177 

340 

7.6 

217 

8.3 

193 

7/10 

200t EX 

607900 

175 

350 

7.1 

200 

7.9 

184 

6/10 

Autobiography SD4 

908622 

140 

420 

8.5 

195 

6.3 

167 

8/10 

200t F-Sport 

700800 

175 

350 

7.1 

200 

7.9 

184 

7/10 

Autobiography Si4 

939190 

177 

340 

7.6 

217 

8.3 

193 

7/10 

300h EX 

663500 

145e 

210 + 

e 9.2 

180 

6.0 

140 

6/10 


EURONCAP: N/A L: 463cm W: 185cm H: 163cm Boot: 
500-1545 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres (200t) / 56 litre (300h) 



1 

The latest version of Lexus’ 5 Series wannabe that’s 
famous for coming in high-tech hybrid guise. This is 
an expensive car. 






PRICE KW Nm 

0-100 

km/h l/IDOkm 002 RATING 

350 EX 

693200 233 378 

6.0 

232 10.0 232 4/10 

350 F-Sport 

761200 233 378 

6.0 

232 10.0 232 5/10 

450h SE 

961900 254e 352- 

5.9 

250 6.3 147 4/10 

EURONCAP: 485cm W: 

Boot: 482 litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 

184cm H: 146cm 
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Rear wheel drive and naturally aspirated with a lot of 
kit, but turbocharged German rivals are still retain 
the superior driving experience. Bold, though. 


200t EX 


0-100 km/h L/lOOkm 002 


180 350 7J L_ 230 8.0 186 8/10 


350 F-Sport 


233 378 6.3 23 0 9.4 217 E/ID 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 470cm W: 184cm H: 140cm Boot: 423 
litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 



Lexus takes NX and scales it up. However good the RX is, 
it will almost certainly be better than the old one. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-10D km/h 

l/IDOkm 

CD2 

RATING 

350 EX 

799000 

221 

370 

8.0 200 

9.6 

223 

7/10 

450h SE 

999000 

230b 

335+e 

7.7 200 

5.7 

131 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 489cm W: 190cm H: 169cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 72/65 litres 


LX 1 

u 

P ™ 

L 

*f 

Great if you own an oil field. Favc 
and global warming sceptics. Mai 
environmentalists melt. 

iurite of 
kes 

dictators 

kW Nm 

0-10D 


F 

PRICE 

km/h 

L/IDOkm 

CD2 

RATING 

450d 

1393000 

195 

650 

8.6 

210 

10.2 

270 

7/10 

570 

1435100 

270 

530 

7.7 

210 

14.5 

336 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 499cm W: 197cm H: 192cm Boot: 
259-1276 litres Fuel Tank: 93 (diesel) / 138 (petrol) litres 



Huge limo-like rival to the S-Class and 7 Series. 
Usefully wafty, if a little Japanese domestic market 


in execution. 

PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

C02 


460 

1489700 

285 

493 

5.7 

250 

11.1 

259 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 509cm W: 189cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 490 litres Fuel Tank: 84 litres 


TopGear on Mahindra 


Truly awful Indian products. Will make you consider something 
Chinese. Yes: that bad. 





Favourite of farmers and four-wheelers on a ven 
tight budget. 

PRICE kW 

/ 

Nm 

0-100 


km/h 

L/I00km 

C02 

RATING 

2.5Di Maxitruck Plus 

135995 

46 

195 

n/a 

115 

7.0 

n/a 

4/10 

2.5TD Loader 

153995 

74 

238 

n/a 

n/a 

9.5 

251 

4/10 

2.5TD 

166995 

74 

238 

n/a 

n/a 

9.5 

251 

4/10 

2.5TD4x4 

198995 

74 

238 

n/a 

n/a 

9.5 

251 

4/10 

doublecab 









2.5TD 

189995 

74 

235 

n/a 

n/a 

9.5 

251 

4/10 

2.5TD4x4 

218995 

74 

235 

n/a 

n/a 

9.5 

251 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 492cm W: 170-182cm H: 183-189cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 45(2.5Di) 56 litres (2.5TD) 


A hybrid, but not as you know it. Inspired by the 
Aussie ute. 



0-10D km/I I L/lOOkm GD2 


n/a 150 _U 210 4/10 


214995 _88 290 n/a 150 7.9 210 4/10 


2,2CRDe double cab 


224995 J9 290 n/a 150 7.9 210 4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 515cm W: 185cm H: 188cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 74 litres 

Hllffllllll 

A five-seater compact SUV? No, really. What is this? 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 


km/h 

l/100km 

CD2 

RATING 

2.2CRDe 

221995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

7.6 

200 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 422cm W: 184cm H: 190cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 






P 

Filled the gap vacated when the Toyota Condor 
flew off. 


€si 

1 



PRICE kW Nm 

HOG 

km/h 

L/100km 

C02 

RATING 

2.2CRDe E2 

234995 89 290 

n/a 

n/a 

7.6 

200 

2/10 

2.2CRDe E 8 

259995 89 290 

n/a 

n/a 

7.6 

200 

2/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 452cm W: 185cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 

i H: 190cm 




iHiii iimaiail il 

Updates have failed to convince anybody that this 
is a brilliant piece of engineering. Crude drive, very 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/100km C02 

RATING 

2.5TCI Loader 

172995 

74 

258 

n/a 

n/a 

9.9 260 

3/10 

2.5TCI 

195995 

74 

258 

n/a 

n/a 

9.9 260 

3/10 

2.5TCI 4x4 

238995 

74 

258 

n/a 

n/a 

9.9 260 

3/10 


2.2CRDe 

209995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

2.2CRDe Adventure 

242995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

2.2CRDe4x4 

2B3995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

2.2CRDe 4x4 Adventure 

296995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

doublecab 









2.5TCI 

239995 

74 

258 

n/a 

n/a 

9.9 

260 

3/10 

2.5TCI 4x4 

266995 

74 

258 

n/a 

n/a 

9.9 

260 

3/10 

2.2CRDe 

264995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

2.2CRDe Adventure 

297995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

2.2CRDe 4x4 

291995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

2.2CRDe 4x4 Adventure 

321995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 443/512cm W: 177cm H: 186/198cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Updates have failed to convince anybody that this 
is a brilliant piece of engineering. Crude drive, very 
cheap. 


JQBBfa 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/ID0km 

002 

RATING 

2.2CRDe VLX 

254995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

2.2CRDeVLX Adventure 

280995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

2.2CRDe 4x4 VLX 

294995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

2.2CRDe 4x4 VLX Adventure 

320995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 512cm 
litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 

W: 177cm 

H: 198cm Boot: n/a 

Mahindra enters the 21 st Centun 
worth noticing. 

/. Nottf 

lat it's 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 


PRICE 

km/h 

L/ID0km 

002 

RATING 

2.2CRDe W4 

262995 

103 

330 

n/a 

n/a 

7.1 

180 

5/10 

2.2CRDe W 6 

304995 

103 

330 

n/a 

n/a 

7.1 

180 

5/10 

2.2CRDeW8 

339995 

103 

330 

n/a 

n/a 

7.1 

180 

5/10 

2.2CRDe W 8 AWD 

359995 

103 

330 

n/a 

n/a 

7.1 

180 

5/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 456cm W: 189cm H: 179cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 




Maserati builds a BMW 5 Series. It's available with a 
diesel engine. And, well, they think that's a good idea. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/IDOkm 

002 

RATING 

Ghibli 

1322000 

243 

500 

5.6 

263 

9.6 

223 

7/10 

Diesel 

1370000 

202 

600 

6.3 

250 

5.9 

158 

6/10 

S 

1622100 

301 

550 

b.O 

21 s 

10.4 

242 

//10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 497cm W: 195cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 500 litres Fuel Tank: 70/80 litres 



Nooo - what have they done? The old one was soul 
personified. This looks a bit... meh, but drives better 
than the last one. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/ID0km 

002 

RATING 

Diesel 

1820000 

202 

600 

6.4 

250 

6.2 

163 

7/10 

S 

2077000 

301 

550 

5.1 

285 

7.1 

179 

8/10 

GTS 

2477000 

390 

710 

4.7 

307 

11.8 

274 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 526cm W: 195cm 
Boot: 530 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 

1 H: 148cm 



Muscular but pretty coupe that is more GT 
than sports car. Nothing wrong with that and 
the GTS has a little more bite if you need it. 

PRICE kW 

Nm 

0-100 




If 

km/h 

L/ID0km 

002 

RATING 

GranTurismo Sport 

2258195 

338 

520 

4.8 

298 

14.3 

331 

7/10 

GranTurismo Sport Cambiocorsa 

2356000 

338 

520 

4.7 

300 

15.5 

360 

7/10 

GranTurismo MC Stradale 

2756000 

338 

520 

4.5 

303 

14.4 

337 

8/10 

GranCabrio Sport 

2611000 

338 

520 

5.0 

285 

14.5 

337 

7/10 

GranCabrioMC 

2956000 

338 

520 

4.9 

289 

14.5 

337 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 488cm W: 192cm H: 135cm 
Boot: 173/260 litres Fuel Tank: 75/86/90 litres 


TopGear on Mazda 


The only Japanese manufacturer to win Le Mans no longer has a 
signature rotary car. 



The last 2 was a sleeper - it never set out to be 
sparky, yet somehow achieved it. Same again, just 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/lG0hm 

002 

RATING 

1.5 Active 

188000 

82 

145 

8.7 

188 

5.5 

130 

7/10 

1.5 Dynamic 

199900 

82 

145 

8.7 

188 

5.5 

130 

7/10 

1.5 Dynamic auto 

211300 

82 

145 

n/a 

184 

5.7 

134 

6/10 

1.5 Individual 

211400 

82 

145 

8.7 

188 

5.5 

130 

7/10 

1.5 Individual auto 

222800 

82 

145 

n/a 

184 

5.7 

134 

6/10 

1.5DEHazumi 

259900 

77 

220 

10.1 

179 

4.4 

115 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: 389/426cm W: 170cm H: 148cm 

Boot: 250/787 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 



The 6 ’s design language moves to the 3 . So does 
the handling verve. Besides that we’re less sure why 
you’d have one over a Golf. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/10Dkm 

002 

RATING 

hatch 1.6 Original 

232900 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.2 

147 

6/10 

hatch 1.6 Active 

242900 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.2 

147 

6/10 

hatch 1.6 Dynamic 

253100 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.2 

147 

6/10 

hatch 1.6 Dynamic auto 

263600 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.9 

164 

6/10 

hatch 2.0 Individual 

293600 

121 

210 

8.8 

198 

6.2 

146 

6/10 

hatch 2.0 Individual auto 

304100 

121 

210 

10.3 

198 

5.9 

140 

6/10 

hatch 2.0 Astina 

330800 

121 

210 

10.3 

198 

5.9 

140 

6/10 

sedan 1.6 Original 

232900 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.0 

142 

6/10 

sedan 1 .6 Active 

242900 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.0 

142 

6/10 

sedan 1.6 Dynamic 

253100 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.0 

142 

6/10 

sedan 1.6 Dynamic auto 

263600 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.7 

159 

6/10 

sedan 2.0 Individual 

293600 

121 

210 

8.9 

195 

6.1 

145 

6/10 

sedan 2.0 Individual auto 

304100 

121 

210 

10.4 

195 

5.8 

139 

6/10 

sedan 2.0 Astina 

330800 

121 

210 

10.4 

195 

5.8 

139 

6/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 446/459cm W: 180cm H: ' 
Boot: 308/408 litres Fuel Tank: 51 litres 

145cn 

n 


ICX-3 




■F D 

Striking design in an overcrowded crossover market. 
Naturally-aspirated engines efficient, but suffer at 
Gauteng altitudes. 

PRICE kW Nm 

0-100 km/h L/lDDkm 002 RATING 

2.0 Active 

254900 

115 

204 

n/a 202 

6.5 

156 

7/10 

2.0 Active auto 

270400 

115 

204 

n/a 192 

6.1 

146 

7/10 

2.0 Dynamic 

277900 

115 

204 

n/a 202 

6.3 

151 

7/10 

2.0 Dynamic auto 

288400 

115 

204 

n/a 192 

6.1 

146 

7/10 

2.0 Individual auto 

325900 

115 

204 

n/a 192 

6.1 

146 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 428cm W: 177cm H: 155cm 
Boot: 264 litres Fuel Tank: 48 litres 


IBT-50 1 




n 

Ford Ranger’s hideous looking mechanical sibling. 
A good bakkie you’ll never grow to love. 

1 



i 

if 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/10Dkm 

002 

RATING 

2.2 SLX 

292200 

110 

375 

n/a 

n/a 

7.6 

199 

6/10 

Freestyle Cab 









2.2 SLX 

313100 

110 

~375~ 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

202 

6/10 

3.2 SLE 

350400 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.3 

245 

6/10 

3.2 SLE auto 

362400 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.1 

239 

6/10 

3.2 4x4 SLE 

402400 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.8 

258 

6/10 

doublecab 









2.2 SLE 

170400 

110 

375 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

202 

6/10 

3.2 SLE 

402400 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.3 

245 

6/10 

3.2 SLE auto 

412400 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.1 

239 

6/10 

3.2 4x4 SLE 

454400 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.8 

258 

6/10 

3.2 4x4 SLE auto 

466400 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.7 

255 

6/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 528/538cm W: 185cm H: 170/182cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



MPV with sliding doors and practical interior. Latest 
re-design adds massive swoosh to the side. Which 
is nice. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

002 

RATING 

2.0 Original 

268900 

106 

180 

10.8 

194 

8.2 

194 

6/10 

2.0 Active auto 

283500 

106 

180 

13.1 

186 

8.3 

198 

6/10 

2.0 Individual 

294200 

106 

180 

10.8 

194 

8.2 

194 

6/10 

2.0 Individual auto 

308500 

106 

180 

13.1 

186 

8.3 

198 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: 459cm W: 175cm H: 162cm 

Boot: 112/857 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



PRICE kW Nm 0-1D0 km/h L/lDDkm CD2 RATING 

2.0 Active 324900 J21_ 210 9.3 197 6.4 149 B/10 

2.0 Active auto 334900 J2j_ 210 9.5 1 87 6.4 148 6/10 

2.0 Dynamic 336200 J2j_ 210 9.3 197 6.4 149 6/10 

2.2DE Active 385900 110 380 10.0 198 5.7 151 7/10 

2,5 Individual 416900 141 256 n/a n/a 6.9 1 60 6/10 

2.2DE AWD Akera £4700 129 420 9.4 204 5.9 155 7/10 


EURO NCAP: 456cm W: 184cm H: 167cm 

Boot: 403 litres Fuel Tank: 56 litres 



Handsome mid-sized saloon with some clever 
engine tech underneath. Drives well. Possibly a bit 
middle management. 


PRICE KW Nm 0-100 km/h L/IOOkm C02 RATING 

342000 114 200 n/a n/a 6.1 142 6/10 


2.0 Active auto 
2.5 Dynamic 


358000 

373000 


J14 200 

138 250 


n/a n/a 8.0 138 8/10 

9.1 211 6.6 153 6/10 


2.5 Individual 
2.2DE Dynamic 


399500 138 250 

404000 129 420 


9.1 211 6.6 153 6/10 

8.4 216 _5! 139 7/10 


J29 420 8.4 _216 Jl_ 139 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 487cm W: 211cm H: 145cm 
Boot: 438 litres Fuel Tank: 62 litres 
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Ignore the stereotypes. MX-5 is back and - crucially - 
better than ever before. Happy, simple fun. 


118 200 7.3 214 6.7 156 8/ID 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 392cm W: 184cm H: 123cm 
Boot: 130 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


TopGear on McLaren 


Superior engineering exercise compared to Ferrari, if a tad soulless. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-10D 

M 

L/IOOkm 

CC2 

RATING 

540C 

PDA 

397 

54D 

3.5 

32D 

11.1 

258 

9/10 

570S 

JOA 

419 

BDD 

3.2 

328 

11.1 

258 

9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 453cm W: 190cm H: 120cm 
Boot: 150 litres Fuel Tank: 72 litres 



M 


RATING 

The Ronseal 650, 496kW and a longer tail, by 12mm. 
Trade descriptions might want to have a word. 

PRICE kW Nm 

G-100 

L/10Gkm 

CG2 

650S coupe 

PDA 

478 

878 

3.0 

333 

11.7 

275 

10/10 

650S Spider 

PDA 

478 

878 

3.0 

329 

11.7 

275 

10/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 451 /455 cm W: 190cm H: 
Boot: 144 litres Fuel Tank: 72 litres 

: 120cm 



TopGear on Mercedes-Benz: 


Smaller ones a tad disappointing. Limousines peerless. AMGs 
charmingly unhinged. The original car company is in fine form. 


Despite the bulbous drunkards nose this is a 
conventional hatch. Watch the spec or you'll 
muck it up. 

PRICE 



m L/IOOkm C02 RATING 


115 250 8.1 224 5.7 134 8/ID 


407818 _J]5_ 250 7.8 224 5.4 126 8/10 


100 300 8.3 210 4.5 116 7A0_ 


437200 J00 300 8.8 210 4.1 108 7/10 


A220d 


7.5 224 4.2 109 7/10 


A250 Sport 


Mercedes-AMG A45 4Matic 


180 350 

280 475 


J2 250 7.3 171 7/10 


EURO NCAP: 429cm W: 178cm H: 143cm 

Boot: 341/1157 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 






1 

Clever, re-imagined MPV that sht 
accountants in a tizzy. 

ould get 

female 

kW 

Nm 

m 




*f 

PRICE 

km/h 

L/TOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

B200 

407 538 

115 

250 

8.6 

220 

5.8 

134 

8/10 

B200 auto 

428023 

115 

250 

8.4 

220 

5.5 

129 

7/10 

B200d 

422500 

100 

300 

9.4 

210 

4.5 

117 

8/10 

B200d auto 

441500 

100 

300 

8.9 

210 

4.2 

111 

7/10 

B220d 

468600 

130 

350 

8.3 

224 

4.3 

111 

8/10 

B250 

488570 

155 

350 

8.8 

240 

8.3 

147 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: 436cm W: 179crr 

Boot: 1545 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 

1 H: 

156cm 




The slippery coupe saloon version of the new 
A-Class. A mini CLS then. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

O-IGD 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

C 02 

RATING 

CLA200 

420829 

115 

250 

8.6 

230 

5.7 

131 

5/10 

CLA200 auto 

439526 

115 

250 

8.5 

230 

5.5 

130 

5/10 

CLA220d 

479800 

130 

350 

7.7 

232 

4.2 

111 

5/10 

CLA250 Sport 4Matic 

582488 

155 

350 

8.6 

250 

6.8 

154 

8/10 

Mercedes-AMG CLA45 4Matic 

784333 

280 

475 

4.2 

250 

7.3 

171 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: 463cm W: 178cm H: 143cm 

Boot: 470 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



Mercedes-Benz busts out another gravel-bound 
niche, this time by placing its A-Class hatch on stilts. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

O-IGD 

km/h 

L/10Gkm 

002 

RATING 

GLA200 

440849 

115 

250 

8.9 

215 

5.9 

139 

6/10 

GLA200 auto 

458 747 

115 

250 

8.8 

215 

5.9 

138 

6/10 

GLA200d 

465000 

100 

300 

10.0 

205 

4.5 

119 

6/10 

GLA200d auto 

483000 

100 

300 

9.9 

205 

4.5 

119 

6/10 

GLA220d 4Matic Style 

538631 

125 

350 

8.3 

215 

5.1 

132 

6/10 

GLA250 4Matic Stvle 

589888 

155 

350 

7.1 

230 

6.6 

154 

8/10 

GLA45 4Matic 

790535 

280 

475 

4.4 

250 

7.4 

172 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 442cm W: 180cm H: 149cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 50/56 litres 


What we know about the new C: it has a nice cabin, 
it has to beat the BMW 3 Series. That's not an 
enviable task. C63 quite epic. 

PRICE kW Nm 

D-1DD 


if 

km/h 

1/lDOkm 

C02 


Cl 80 

457118 

115 

250 

8.2 

225 

5.5 

127 

8/10 

Cl 80 auto 

478939 

115 

250 

8.5 

223 

5.8 

135 

8/10 

C200 

480331 

135 

300 

7.5 

237 

5.7 

132 

8/10 

C200 auto 

499229 

135 

300 

7.3 

235 

5.6 

131 

8/10 

C220d 

503700 

125 

400 

8.1 

234 

4.2 

109 

8/10 

C220d auto 

522700 

125 

400 

7.8 

233 

4.5 

117 

8/10 

C250 

553549 

155 

350 

6.6 

250 

5.9 

139 

8/10 

C250d 

578000 

150 

500 

6.8 

247 

4.5 

117 

8/10 

C300 

590368 

180 

370 

5.9 

250 

6.3 

148 

7/10 

Cl 80 estate 

492431 

115 

250 

8.4 

223 

5.8 

132 

8/10 

Cl 80 estate auto 

511739 

115 

250 

8.7 

221 

5.8 

135 

8/10 

C200 estate 

515439 

135 

300 

7.7 

235 

5.8 

135 

8/10 

C200 estate auto 

534952 

135 

300 

7.5 

233 

6.0 

140 

8/10 

C250d estate 

612800 

150 

500 

6.9 

241 

4.8 

124 

8/10 

Mercedes-AMG C63 

1114987 

350 

650 

4.1 

250 

8.2 

192 

9/10 

Mercedes-AMG C63 S 

1251495 

375 

700 

W: 1 
>6 111 

4.0 

250 

8.4 

195 

9/10 

EURO NCAP: 470cm 

Boot: 480/1510 litres Fuel Tank: ( 

81cm 

ires 

H: 

144cm 




Longer, wider, lower. Optional air-suspension makes 
for a true junior S-Class two-door. AMGs typically 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

D-1DD 

km/h 

l/lDDkm 

CD2 

RATING 

C200 coupe 

531542 

135 

300 

7.7 

237 

5.9 

136 

7/10 

C200 coupe auto 

550644 

135 

300 

7.3 

235 

5.9 

137 

7/10 

C220d coupe 

569900 

125 

400 

7.5 

234 

4.4 

118 

7/10 

C220d coupe auto 

588900 

125 

400 

7.5 

234 

4.3 

113 

7/10 

C300 coupe 

638696 

180 

370 

6.0 

250 

6.8 

157 

7/10 

C63 coupe 

1229031 

350 

850 

4.0 

250 

8.9 

209 

8/10 

C63 S coupe 

1337931 

375 

700 

3.9 

250 

8.9 

209 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 469cm W: 181cm H: 142cm 
Boot: 355/400 litres Fuel Tank: 41/50/66 litres 



Rear wheel drive commercial vehicle from Merc. 
Gets a lot of stuff done whilst making its blue collar 
driver feel quite bourgeois. 


Ill CPI Tourer Pro 


114 CPI Tourer Pro 


116 CPI Tourer Pro 
116 CPI Tourer Select 


n/a n/a 
n/a n/a 


5.8 154 7/ID 

_5 1 154 7/ID 


119 CPI Tourer Select 


140 44D n/ a n/a 5.8 153 M_ 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 514cm W: 193cm H: 189cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


Take one Merc C-Class Estate, add a bit of length, 
some height and a pinch of off-road ability. 

Et voila-the GLC. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

D-1DD 

km/h 

l/IRDkm 

C 02 

RATING 

GLC220d 

802280 

125 

400 

8.3 

210 

5.5 

143 

7/10 

GLC250 

609620 

155 

350 

7.3 

222 

7.1 

166 

7/10 

GLC250d 

822280 

150 

500 

7.8 

222 

5.5 

143 

8/10 

GLC300 

880748 

175 

370 

n/a 

n/a 

7.6 

177 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 466cm W: 189cm H: 164cm Boot: 550 
litres Fuel Tank: 50 (diesel) / 66 (petrol) litres 








.1 

The artist formerly known as Viano has been dc 
with premiumness and given the correct badge 
Hoteliers rejoice. 

PRICE kW 

>used \^m 

at last. 

r 

If 

Nm 

0-100 km/h 

L/IOOkm C02 

RATING 

V200CDI 

710663 

100 

330 

14.7 183 

6,5 171 

6/10 

V200CDI auto 

734863 

100 

330 

13.8 181 

6.1 159 

6/10 

V220CDI 

743445 

120 

380 

12.5 193 

6.1 159 

7/10 

V220CDI auto 

767445 

120 

380 

11.5 195 

5.9 154 

7/10 

V250 BlueTec 

799843 

140 

440 

9.1 208 

6.0 158 

7/10 

V220CDI Avantearde 

971747 

120 

380 

11.5 195 

5.9 154 

7/10 

V250 BlueTec Avantearde 

1006871 

140 

440 

9.1 208 

6.0 158 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 514cm W: 193cm H: 188cm 
Boot: 1030 litres Fuel Tank: 57 litres 



Third-gen SLK moves the game on yet again. 
Gadgets galore, including a roof which changes 


opacity, plus a cnassis tnat drives 

better. 

PUCE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

SLK200 

888178 

135 

300 

7.0 

240 

6.5 

150 

6/10 

SLK200 auto 

887588 

135 

300 

8.9 

237 

8.8 

154 

6/10 

SLK300 

744082 

180 

370 

5.8 

250 

6.2 

144 

8/10 

SLK350 

881522 

225 

370 

5.8 

250 

7.2 

187 

7/10 

Mercedes-AMG SLK55 

1146795 

310 

54D 

4.6 

250.. 

8.4 

195 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 413cm W: 181cm H: 130cm 
Boot: 225/335 litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 


IE-Class sedan/estate 1 


f 

Ooh, fancy nose! Better than the A-Class's. 
Merc's big executive has got its mojo back. 
Self-confident, relaxed and refined. 

PRICE kW 

Nm 

D-iOR 

km/h 

L/10Gkm 

C02 

RATING 

E200 

854778 

135 

300 

7.9 

233 

5.8 

150 

7/10 

E250 

693378 

155 

350 

7.4 

243 

5.8 

150 

7/10 

E250 estate 

754394 

155 

350 

7.8 

233 

6.3 

156 

7/10 

E250CDI 

702042 

155 

350 

7.8 

233 

6.3 

158 

7/10 

E300 BlueTec Hybrid 

880100 

150 

590 

7.5 

242 

4.2 

119 

7/10 











E350 BlueTec 

8BB19B 

185 820 

8.8 250 

8.0 157 

7/10 

E400 

893269 

245 480 

5.3 250 

7.9 185 

7/10 

E500 

1127631 

300 BOO 

4.9 250 

8.9 209 

7/10 

Mercedes-AMG E63 

1547788 

410 720 

4.2 250 

9.8 230 

7/10 

Mercedes-AMG E63S 

1693591 

430 800 

4.1 250 

9.9 232 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: 488/490cm W: 185/1 87cm H: 145/151cm 

Boot: 490/505/540 (695-1950 estate) litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


E250 coupe 

883357 

155 

350 

7.1 

250 

8.1 

142 

7/10 

E250 coupe Sport Edition 

707857 

155 

350 

7.1 

250 

8.1 

142 

7/10 

E250CDI coupe 

704623 

150 

500 

7.3 

247 

4.9 

129 

7/10 

E250CDI coupe Sport Edition 

729123 

150 

500 

7.3 

247 

4.9 

129 

7/10 

E250 cabriolet 

771678 

155 

350 

7.5 

245 

8.5 

150 

7/10 

E250 cabriolet Sport Edition 

798178 

155 

350 

7.5 

245 

6.5 

150 

7/10 

E400 coup£ 

911748 

245 

480 

5.2 

250 

7.6 

177 

7/10 

E400 coupe Sport Edition 

938248 

245 

480 

5.2 

250 

7.6 

177 

8/10 

E400 cabriolet 

1010069 

245 

480 

5.3 

250 

7.9 

185 

9/10 

E400 cabriolet Sport Edition 

1034569 

245 

480 

5.3 

250 

7.9 

185 

8/10 

E500 coup£ 

1106431 

300 

600 

4.8 

250 

8.9 

209 

7/10 

E500 coupe V8 Edition 

1141431 

300 

BOO 

4.8 

250 

8.9 

209 

8/10 

E500 cabriolet 

1178142 

300 

BOO 

4.9 

250 

9.1 

213 

9/10 

E500 cabriolet V8 Edition 

1213142 

300 

BOO 

4.9 

250 

9.1 

213 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: 470/475cm W: 179cm H: 140cm 

Boot: 450 (300-390 cabriolet) litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 



One of the most competent cars in Merc’s range. 
It no longer defines cool like the first model did, 
but ride/engines/quality are all top drawer. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-lDG 

km/h 

L/lODkm 

C02 RATING 

CLS250d 

830108 

150 

500 

7.5 

242 

4.7 

123 7/10 

CLS350d 

977257 

190 

620 

6.5 

250 

5.5 

142 7/10 

CLS400 

975553 

245 

480 

5.3 

250 

7.7 

179 8/10 

CLS500 

123090! 

i 300 

600 

4.8 

250 

8.5 

199 7/10 

Mercedes-AMG CLS63 S 

1758289 

1 430 

800 

4.1 

250 

9.9 

231 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 494/496/500cm W: 188cm H: 142cm 
Boot: 520 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



GLE as it is now called does nothing to lift it 
above rivals, except look a bit strange. Which is hardly 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h. 

L/ID0km 

C 02 

RATING 

GLE250d 

888 694 

150 

500 

8.6 





GLE350d 

970053 

190 

620 

7.1 

225 

6.6 

179 

T 

GLE400 

988 747 

245 

480 

6.1 

247 

9.2 

215 

7/10 

GLE500 

1179030 

335 

700 

5.3 

250 

10.6 

247 

7/10 

Mercedes-AMG GLE63 

1728008 

410 

700 

4.3 

250 

11.8 

278 

8/10 

Mercedes-AMG GLE63 S 

1855006 

430 

780 

4.2 

250 

11.8 

278 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: 480cm W: 193cm H: 180cm 

Boot: 690/2010 litres Fuel Tank: 70/78/93 litres 



Mercedes-Benz makes a BMW X6. Stupid. Pointless. 
They’ll sell millions of the stuff. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

D-1D0 

km/h 

L/10Dkm C02 

RATING 

GLE350d coupe 

1058774 

190 

620 

7.0 

228 

7.2 187 

6/10 

GLE450 AMG coupe 

1185057 

270 

520 

5.7 

248 

9.4 219 

6/10 

Mercedes-AMG GLE63 S coupe 1989111 

430 

760 

4.2 

250 

11.9 278 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 490cm W: 200cm H: 170cm 
Boot: 650-1720 litres Fuel Tank: 93 litres 



The GLS is basically the bigger, seven-seat version of 
the GLE. As above, but longer. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

D-1D0 

km/h 

L/10Dkm 

C 02 

RATING 

GLS350d 

1205053 

190 

620 

7.8 

222 

7.1 

179 

8/10 

GLS500 

1363648 

335 

700 

5.3 

250 

10.9 

254 

7/10 

Mercedes-AMG GLS63 

2117137 

430 

780 

4.8 

250 

12.3 

288 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 512cm W: 193cm H: 185cm 
Boot: 2300 litres Fuel Tank: 100 litres 



Revamp of the iconic G-Wagen sees new engines 
and a tarted-up interior. Still quite a boxy-cool thing. 



PRICE kW Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/l00km 

002 

RATING 

G350d 

1432487 180 600 

8.8 

192 

9.9 

261 

7/10 

Mercedes-AMG G63 

2176725 420 780 

5.4 

210 

13.8 

322 

7/10 

Mercedes-AMG G63 Edition 463 2328725 420 780 

5.4 

210 

13.8 

322 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 466cm W: 176cm H: 193cm 
Boot: 480/2250 litres Fuel Tank: 96 litres 



SL 1 



n 

Perhaps the best all-round, usable hard-top 
convertible on sale today. Practical, fast, excellent 

n 



quality and dynamics. 


l 


^3* 


SEJ 

PRICE kill Nm 

0-ID0 

km/h 

L/TODkm 

C02 


SL400 

1305053 245 480 

5.2 

250 

8.0 

183 

6/10 

SL500 

1660763 335 700 

4.6 

250 

9.6 

221 

6/10 

Mercedes-AMG SL63 

2217298 430 900 

4.2 

250 

10.1 

234 

7/10 

Mercedes-AMG SL65 

2875213 463 1000 

4.0 

300 

11.9 

279 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 462cm W: 188cm H: 132cm 
Boot: 504 litres Fuel Tank: 65/75 litres 
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AMG gets serious about hammering Porsche. 
Doesn’t quite have a 911’s finesse, but boy does it 
make you feel good. 



Mercedes-AMG GT 


4.D 3D4 9.3 21B 9 /ID 


Mercedes-AMG GT S 


3.8 310 9.6 224 9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 455cm W: 194cm H: 129cm 
Boot: 350 litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 


Meet the saloon that is single-handedly defending 
the luxury class from the SUV incursion. S is for 
sublime. 




PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

m 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

002 

RATING 

S350d 

1383991 

190 

820 

6.8 

250 

5.9 

155 

9/10 

S400h 

1378901 

245e 

370+1 

b 6.8 

250 

6.8 

159 

8/10 

S400h L 

1418701 

245e 

370+i 

e 6.8 

250 

6.8 

159 

8/10 

S400L 

1413387 

245 

480 

5.3 

250 

8.3 

192 

8/10 

S500 

1772424 

335 

700 

4.8 

250 

8.9 

206 

8/10 

S500L 

1812224 

335 

700 

4.8 

250 

8.9 

208 

9/10 

S500e L 

1803400 

325e 

650e 

5.2 

250 

2.8 

65 

9/10 

S600L 

2339274 

390 

830 

4.8 

250 

11.3 

284 

9/10 

Mercedes-AMG S63 

2431704 

430 

900 

4.4 

250 

10.1 

237 

9/10 

Mercedes-AMG S63 L 

2470204 

430 

900 

4.4 

250 

10.1 

237 

9/10 

Mercedes-AMG S65 L 

3061513 

483 

1000 

4.3 

250 

11.9 

279 

9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:512/525cm W: 190cm H: 150cm 
Boot: 510/530 litres Fuel Tank: 70/80 litres 


The S-Class Coupe is Mercedes-Benz’s spiked 
gauntlet in a velvet glove. All the power. All the glory. 
Those sexy lines. 


S500 coup£. 


FRIGE 


0-100 Ml 


002 


335 700 4JL 250 BJL.204 9/10 


Mercedes-AMG S63 coupe 2 58B104 430 900 4.2 250 10.1 237 9/10 

Mercedes-AMG S65 coupd^^^M_J6L_^^_4j_MJL9_H_j/10_ 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 503cm W: 190cm H: 141cm 
Boot: 400 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


Resurrected. Cheap Maybachs. What is the point? 
S-Class shows far better taste, spoil yourself with 
some options. 



Mercedes-Maybach S5QO 
Mercedes-Maybach S600 


2181926 

271880 0 


250 

250 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 545cm W: 190cm H: 150cm 
Boot: 500 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Once British. Now Chinese. Reversal of the opium wars. Make for 
very ironic Hong Kong democracy protest fleet vehicles. 


After the startling success of the MG6, MG unleashes 
a supermini on the world. World can hardly believe 
its luck. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/lOOkm 

002 


1.5 

159900 

78 

135 

11.5 

174 

5.9 

138 

3/10 

1.5 Wired 

185900 

78 

135 

11.5 

174 

5.9 

138 

3/10 

1.5 Style 

199900 

78 

135 

11.5 

174 

5.9 

138 

3/10 

1.5 Style R 

210000 

88 

135 

n/a 

174 

5.9 

138 

3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 402cm W: 173cm H: 151cm 
Boot: 285 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



OK effort for a Chinese-English car, but is let down 
by driver interface. 



PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/100km 

002 

RATING 

saloon 1.8T Comfort 

249900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

saloon 1.8T R Comfort 

270900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

saloon 1.8T Luxury 

259900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

saloon 1.8T Deluxe 

289900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

saloon 1.8T R Deluxe 

309900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

fastback 1.8T Comfort 

249900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

fastback 1.8T R Comfort 

270900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

fastback 1.8T Luxury 

259900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

fastback 1.8T Deluxe 

289900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

fastback 1.8T R Deluxe 

309900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 465cm W: 183cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 472/1268 litres Fuel Tank: 62 litres 



BMW’s British hatchback a delightful driver’s car with appeal diluted 
by having spawned way too many derivatives for its own good. 


Yes, it’s bigger, and no, that isn’t necessarily a good 
thing. Apart from that, the new Mini is predictably 
excellent. 




PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

l/IOOkm 

002 

RATING 

One 3-door 

284000 

75 

180 

9.9 

195 

4.9 

113 

8/10 

One 5-door 

274 0 00 

75 

180 

10.1 

192 

5.0 

117 

8/10 












Cooper 3-door 

312000 

100 

230 

7.9 210 

4.7 

110 

7/10 

Cooper 3-door auto 

330000 

100 

230 

7.8 210 

4.9 

115 

7/10 

Cooper 5-door 

322000 

100 

230 

8.2 207 

4.9 

114 

8/10 

Cooper 5-door auto 

340000 

100 

230 

8.1 207 

5.0 

118 

8/10 

CooperS 3-door 

378847 

141 

300 

6.8 235 

5.9 

138 

7/10 

Cooper S 3-door auto 

393718 

141 

300 

8.7 233 

5.5 

127 

7/10 

CooperS 5-door 

387052 

141 

300 

8,9 232 

6.0 

140 

8/10 

Cooper S 5-door auto 

403923 

141 

300 

8.8 232 

5.5 

129 

8/10 

John Cooper Works 3-door 

429894 

170 

320 

6.3 248 

8.7 

156 

8/10 

John Cooper Works 3-dr auto 

451436 

170 

320 

8.1 248 

5.8 

134 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 382-385/398-400cm W: 173 H: 
141/143cm Boot: 211/278 litres Fuel Tank: 40/44 litres 


Longest Mini on sale now has conventional front 
hinged rear doors. Essentially the cooler 2 Series 
Active Tourer. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/IDOkm 

002 

RATING 

Cooper 

343000 

100 

230 

9.1 

205 

5.4 

125 

7/10 

Cooper auto 

361000 

100 

230 

9.1 

205 

5.4 

125 

7/10 

CooperS 

417873 

141 

300 

7.2 

228 

8.4 

148 

7/10 

Cooper Sauto 

438347 

141 

300 

7.1 

228 

5.9 

138 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 425cm W: 180cm H: 144cm 
Boot: 360-1250 litres Fuel Tank: 48 litres 


Soft-top version perhaps the most likeable of all 
Mini’s non-core derivatives. Absolute summer must 
have motoring. 





PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/IDOkm 

002 RATING 

Cooper 

388000 

100 

230 

8.8 

208 

5.1 

119 7/10 

Cooper auto 

386410 

100 

230 

8.7 

207 

5.3 

124 7/10 

CooperS 

435380 

141 

300 

7.2 

230 

8.2 

143 7/10 

Cooper Sauto 

452539 

141 

300 

7.1 

228 

5.8 

135 7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 382/385cm W: 173cm 
Boot: 215 litres Fuel Tank: 40/44 litres 

H: 142cm 



The MINI bulks up to become a sort of mild 
crossover with the option of ALL-4 four-wheel 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/ID0km 

002 

RATINO 

Cooper 

348283 

90 

160 

10.5 

190 

6.5 

152 

5/10 

Cooper auto 

388848 

90 

160 

11.8 

182 

7.8 

177 

5/10 

CooperS 

409488 

140 

280 

7.5 

218 

6.6 

154 

6/10 

Cooper Sauto 

409488 

140 

260 

7.8 

212 

7.5 

175 

5/10 

John Cooper Works ALL4 

504772 

160 

300 

7.0 

225 

8.0 

188 

5/10 

John Cooper Works ALL4 auto 

523490 

160 

300 

7.0 

223 

8.3 

193 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: L:410/413cm W: 179cm H: 156cm 

Boot: 350-1170 litres Fuel Tank: 47 litres 


Another car we didn’t ask for, from a company with 
seemingly few ideas. What’s the Paceman for, Mini? 



Cooper S 


140 280 1A_ 218 6JL 154 5/10 


CooperS auto 


429843 140 280 7.7 214 7.5 175 5/10 


John Cooper Works ALL4 504772 160 300 8.9 228 

John Cooper Works ALL4autofel90 160 lli(k9li| | 

EURO NCAP: n/a L:410/413cm W: 179cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 330-1080 litres Fuel Tank: 47 litres 


6/10 

5/10 



Mitsubishi have made a Micra. Really though, you 
deserve better than this. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/ID0km 

002 

rating 

1.2 GL 

138400 

57 

100 

11.7 

180 

4.9 

115 

4/10 

1.2 GLX 

148400 

57 

100 

11.7 

180 

4.9 

115 

4/10 

1.2 GLS 

158400 

57 

100 

11.7 

180 

4.9 

115 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 371cm W: 166cm H: 150cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



A small crossover that covers a lot of bases. Looks 
good and drives well, but a bit vanilla. 


PRICE 


km/h L/lODkm 002 RATING 


314900 110 197 9.8 194 7.5 175 8/10 


349 900 _ 110 197 9.8 194 7.5 175 8/10 


38 2900 110 197 9.8 194 7.5 175 8/10 


.Sauto 374 900 110 197 11.5 190 7.4 173 8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 430cm W: 177cm H: 163cm 
Boot: 1193 litres Fuel Tank: 63 litres 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/100km 

002 

RATING 

2.5DI-D double cab 

374 9 00 

100 

314 

n/a 

167 

8.3 

216 

7/10 

2.5DI-D double cab Xtreme 

394900 

100 

_314 

n/a 

187 

8.3 

216 

7/10 


2.5DI-D double cab 4x4 444900 131 400 

n/a 

n/a 8.6 

225 

7/10 

2.5DI-D double cab 4x4 Xtreme 464900 131 400 

n/a 

n/a 8.6 

225 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 517cm W: 175cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 

H: 1 

78cm 





liminwira 

Its back, and it’s better than ever. It couldn’t have 
been much worse really. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-1D0 

km/h L/lOOkm 

002 

RATING 

2.4 GLS Exceed 

464900 

123 

222 

n/a 

n/a 8.2 

192 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: 466cm W: 180cm H: 168cm 

Boot: 477-1608 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


Reasonably well-specced bakkie-based bruiser. 
Best Fortuner rival. 



47 9900 131 350 12.0 1 78 8.5 225 8/10 


51490 0 131 400 11.0 1 79 7.8 208 8/10 


2.5DI-D 4x4 auto 


529900 131 350 12.0 17 8 8.5 225 7/10 


2.5DI-D 4x4 Shogun auto 


529900 J31 350 12.0 178 8.5 225 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 470cm W: 182cm H: 184cm 
Boot: 1790 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



Venerable old school 4x4 with the appearance of a 
very dynamic block of flats. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-1D0 

km/h 

L/100km 

002 

RATING 

3-door 3.2DI-D GLS 

604900 

140 

441 

12.0 

180 

10.1 

245 

n/d 

5-door 3.2DI-D GLS 

679900 

140 

441 

12.3 

175 

10.1 

245 

n/d 

5-door 3.2DI-D GLS Exceed 

699900 

140 

441 

12.3 

175 

10.1 

245 

n/d 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 439/490cm W: 188cm H: 187cm 
Boot: 1790 litres Fuel Tank: 88 litres 



Bizarre Addams family of geriatric hatches, cash-cow crossovers 
and the mind-scrambling GT-R freak show. 


If you distil blandness into supermini form you get 
the latest generation Micra. It does great three-point 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-1D0 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

002 

RATING 

1 .2 Visia-i- 

153500 

56 

104 

13.2 

IBB 

5.2 

124 

4/10 

I.STekna 

185B00_ 

73 

134 

11.0 

180 

8.3 

150 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: 378cm W: 167cm H: 152cm 

Boot: 265/511 litres Fuel Tank: 41 litres 





m 

1 

Tough Pretoria-built bakkie with 

class-le; 

ading space . 

kW Nm 

0-1D0 



4 

PRICE 

km/h 

L/100km 

002 

192 

RATING 

8/10 

1.6i 

152900 

64 

128 

n/a 

n/a 

8.1 

1.6i pack 

189900 

64 

128 

n/a 

n/a 

8.1 

192 

8/10 

1.6 16vS 

184900 

77 

148 

n/a 

n/a 

8.0 

189 

7/10 

1.6 16vSE 

214900 

77 

148 

n/a 

n/a 

8.0 

189 

7/10 

1.5dCi pack 

214900 

83 

200 

n/a 

n/a 

5.3 

140 

8/10 

I.SdQSE 

239900 

63 

200 

n/a 

n/a 

5.3 

140 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 450cm W: 174cm H: 155cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



Nissan’s Tiida replacement has arrived. Big on space, 
non-existent on style or fun. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-1D0 

M 

L/IOOkm 

002 

RATING 

1.5 Acenta 

188000 

73 

134 

n/a 

183 

6.3 

149 

5/10 

1.5 Acenta auto 

197900 

73 

134 

n/a 

183 

7.2 

171 

5/10 

1.5 Activ 

199900 

73 

134 

n/a 

183 

6.3 

149 

5/10 

1.5 Activ auto 

211800 

73 

134 

n/a 

183 

7.2 

171 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: N/A L: 443cm W: 170cm H: 151cm 
Boot: 490 litres Fuel Tank: 41 litres 


It’s a Corolla rival, and a goodish one at that. On' 
engine option means it’s somewhat limited. 

PRICE kW 

e 

Nm 

0-1D0 

MaS-f 

km/h L/lOOkm 002 RATING 

1.6 Acenta 

249900 

85 

154 

n/a 

180 

8.6 

156 

8/10 

1.6 Acenta auto 

288700 

85 

154 

n/a 

180 

6.2 

149 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: N/A L: 461cm W: 176cm H: 150cm 
Boot: 510 litres Fuel Tank: 52 litres 



Delivery van and shuttle from Nissan. Nice if you 
have a guesthouse or kitchen outfitting business. 


Combi 1.6i Visia 


Combi 1.5dCi Visia 


299900 

327900 


81 153 

66 200 


0-100 km/h L/lOOkm 002 RATING 

n/a n/a 7.3 18 9 5/10 

n/a n/a 5.1 134 5/10 


EURO NCAP: N/A L: 440cm W: 170cm H: 186cm 
Boot: 3100 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 
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lEifiliTilil 

Rugged die-hard workhorse that's getting a bit long 
in the tooth. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-10D 

km/h 

L/IODkm 

C02 

RATING 

2.0 

174 9 00 

84 

109 

n/a 

n/a 

10.0 

237 

5/10 

2.5TDi 

284900 

90 

304 

n/a 

n/a 

0.0 

211 

5/10 

2.5TDi Hi-rider 

279900 

90 

304 

n/a 

n/a 

0.0 

211 

0/10 

2.44x4 

283900 

105 

205 

n/a 

n/a 

11.1 

201 

0/10 

2.5TDi 4x4 

314900 

90 

304 

n/a 

n/a 

9.4 

247 

6/10 

doublecab 









2.5TDi Hi-rider 

348900 

90 

304 

n/a 

n/a 

0.0 

"23iT 

7/10 

2.4 Hi-rider 

329900 

105 

205 

n/a 

n/a 

11.0 

259 

6/10 

2.44x4 

397900 

105 

205 

n/a 

n/a 

11.7 

274 

6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L:488/518cm W: 169cm H: 162/179cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 



Clever little SUV crossoever that looks like... 
well, looks like nothing else we can think of. Very nice 
if a little odd. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lODhm 

C 02 

RATING 

1.2T Acenta 

279900 

85 

190 

10.8 

178 

5.0 

129 

7/10 

1.2T Acenta+ 

294900 

05 

190 

10.0 

178 

5.0 

129 

7/10 

1.5dCi Acenta+ 

309900 

81 

200 

11.2 

175 

4.2 

109 

5/10 

1 .6TTekna 

339900 

140 

240 

7.8 

215 

0.0 

159 

7/10 

1.6T 4WDTekna 

379900 

140 

240 

8.2 

200 

0.5 

109 

7/10 


EURONCAP: 414cm W: 177cm H: 157cm 

Boot: 251 litres Fuel Tank: 46 litres 


Nissan started the Qashqai craze, so the new one 
is predictably safe. It's betterthan everfor,you know, 
family stuff. 




PRIDE 

kW 

Nm 

m 

km/h 

L/10Dkm 

G02 

RATING 

1.2T Visia 

295900 

85 

190 

10.9 

185 

0.2 

144 

0/10 

1.2T Acenta 

320900 

05 

190 

10.9 

185 

0.2 

144 

0/10 

1.2T Acenta auto 

343900 

85 

105 

12.9 

173 

0.2 

144 

0/10 

1.5dCi Acenta 

349900 

01 

200 

11.9 

182 

4.2 

109 

0/10 

1.6T Acenta 

374900 

120 

240 

9.1 

200 

0.2 

144 

7/10 

1.6dCi Acenta auto 

403900 

90 

320 

11.1 

183 

4.9 

129 

7/10 

1.6dCiAWD Acenta 

404900 

90 

320 

10.5 

190 

5.3 

139 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 438cm W: 181cm H: 159cm 
Boot: 430/1585 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 


The X-Trail used to be a rufty-tufty thing. Now it's 
been emasculated. As a result, we think it's better. 
Fickle, us? 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

m 

km/h 

L/IODkm 

G02 

DATING 

2.0XE 

334900 

100 

200 

11.1 

183 

8.3 

197 

6/10 

2.5 4x4 SE 

374 9 0 0 

120 

233 

10.5 

190 

8.3 

197 

7/10 

1.6dCi XE 

359900 

90 

320 

10.5 





1.6dCi 4x4 SE 

399900 

90 

320 

11.0 

180 

5.3 

139 

6/10 

1.6dCi 4x4 LE 

484900 

90 

320 

11.0 

186 

5.3 

139 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 464cm W: 182cm H: 171cm 
Boot: 550-1405 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


He-Man meets Hermes. Luxury bakkie with an 
insanely powerful V6 diesel. Perfect for towing 
yourGT-R. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

t/100km 

C 02 

RATING 

KingCab 









2.5dCi XE 

376900 

100 

350 

n/a 

n/a 

8.7 

229 

5/10 

2.5dCi 4x4 XE 

422900 

128 

403 

n/a 

n/a 

9.0 

230 

5/10 

doublecab 









2.5dCi XE 

394900 

100 

350 

n/a 

n/a 

8.7 

229 

5/10 

2.5dCi 4x4 XE 

447900 

128 

403 

n/a 

n/a 

9.0 

238 

0/10 

2.5dCi LE 

465900 

128 

403 

n/a 

n/a 

8.3 

217 

6/10 

2.5dCi 4x4 LE auto 

534900 

140 

450 

n/a 

n/a 

9.0 

238 

6/10 

3.0dCi V6 4x4 LE 

685900 

170 

550 

9.3 

195 

9.3 

240 

6/10 


EURONCAP: •••• L: 523cm W: 185cm H: 177/1 91 cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



The first mass-produced fully electric car. Very 
impressive, but is SA infrastructure up for it? 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lODhm 

002 

RATING 

Leaf 

500550 

00e 

254e 

11.5 

144 

0.0 

0 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 445cm W: 177cm 
H: 155cm Boot: 450 litres 


Z still looks great, but where's the fire-breathing 
manliness of the old one, Nissan? The 86 has 
highlighted some of this car's shortcomings. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/10Dhm 

C02 

rating 

coupe 

659700 

245 

303 

5.3 

250 

10.5 

248 

7/10 

coupe auto 

670500 

245 

303 

5.0 

250 

10.4 

245 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 425cm W: 185cm H: 132cm 
Boot: 235 litres Fuel Tank: 72 litres 



Built like a tank, drives like a tank, drinks like a tank. 



PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

002 RATING 

3.0DTi pick-up 

529900 

110 

371 

n/a 

n/a 

10.9 

209 6/10 

3.0Di GL 

619900 

110 

300 

10.0 

160 

10.0 

287 7/10 

4.8 GRX 

719900 

190 

420 

9.9 

190 

17.7 

424 7/10 


EURONCAP: •••• L:503/518cm W: 184/194cm H: 186cm 
Boot: 1 115 litres Fuel Tank: 135/175 litres 


Cheap at twice the price, the GT-R is an uber-techy, 
violently capable, ruthlessly rapid speed machine. 
Just drive one. 



Premium Edition 

1490000 

397 

628 

2.9 

315 

11.8 

278 

9/10 

Black Edition 

1542000 

397 

628 

2.9 

315 

11.8 

278 

9/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 467cm W: 190cm H: 137cm 
Boot: 315 litres Fuel Tank: 73 litres 


TopGear on Opel: 


Regarded (alongside Ford) as perennial alternatives to Volkswagen 
and Toyota offerings, with excitement levels somewhere in between. 



They called it the Adam. They should have called it 
the Cheryl. Cute, but short of panache. 

Blame it’s upbringing. 


201400 _74_ 130 11.5 185 5.3 125 6/10 


225000 _85 170 9.9 190 5.1 119 6/10 


247800 _85 170 9_JM96 5.1 119 6/10 


287100 _85 170 9J J9i 5. 0 115 7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 375cm W: 181cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 170-484 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



Congratulations Peugeot, it's only taken you 25 years 
to reimagine the 205. 208 is light, likeable and French. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/10Dkm 

C 02 

RATING 

1.0 Pop Art 

100900 

50 

95 

14.0 

105 

4.4 

102 

0/10 

1.2 Active 

220900 

00 

110 

12.2 

175 

4.3 

99 

6/10 

1.2TGT Line 

200900 

81 

205 

9.0 

190 

4.5 

103 

6/10 

1.2T GT Line auto 

300900 

81 

205 

9.0 

190 

4.5 

104 

6/10 

3-door GTi 

309900 

147 

275 

0.0 

230 

5.9 

139 

7/10 


EURONCAP: 396cm W: 172cm H: 146cm 

Boot: 285 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


High-rise supermini that's increasingly popular in 
the wake of the Juke. A little mash-up which just 
about works. 



EURONCAP: n/a L: 416cm W: 174cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 360 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



Well, knock us down with a feather, out of nowhere, 
Peugeot gives us a hatch that is good to drive. Gobs 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/TOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

1.2T Active 

299900 

81 

205 

11.1 

100 

4.0 

105 

7/10 

1.2TGT Line 

350900 

90 

230 

10.3 

201 

4.8 

110 

7/10 

1.2T GT Line auto 

364900 

90 

230 

10.7 

207 

5.2 

119 

7/10 

1.6T GT 

395900 

151 

285 

7.5 

235 

5.0 

130 

7/10 



Lovely little 1.0 litre turbo, very refined and vastly 
improved all around. Maybe it’s time to get into an 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/TDOkm 

002 

RATING 

1.0T Essentia 

190000 

05 

170 

10.3 

195 

5,0 

117 

0/10 

1.0T Enioy 

229400 

05 

170 

10.3 

195 

5.0 

117 

0/10 

1.0T Cosmo 

250700 

05 

170 

10.3 

195 

5.0 

117 

0/10 

1.4 Eniov auto 

229700 

00 

130 

13.9 

171 

0.0 

140 

5/10 

1.4 Turbo Sport 

270700 

110 

220 

9.0 

204 

5.9 

137 

0/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 402cm W: 175cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 285-1120 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


Nice engine but not quite the Corsa crossover we 
hoped for. Noisy as a beehive over imperfect surfaces. 



1.4 Turbo Enjoy 


307500 103 200 9.8 195 


139 5/10 


1.4 Turbo Enjoy auto 


318200 103 200 10.7 191 8.8 154 5/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 425cm W: 180cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 420-1228 litres Fuel Tank: 53 litres 


Yet another odd crossover, this time based on the 
308 chassis. Aimed at families. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

IlDkm 

C02 

RATING 

2.0HDi Allure 

437900 

120 

340 

10.2 

190 

0.1 

159 

6/10 


EURONCAP: 437cm W: 184cm H: 164cm 

Boot: 432-1604 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


Peugeot's replacement for the 407 is actually quite 
nice in an average sort of way. Facelifted. 



387900 

115 

240 

0.6 

222 

6.4 

149 


6/10 


EURONCAP: 479cm W: 185cm H: 155cm 

Boot: 497 litres Fuel Tank: 72 litres 



Peugeot's stunning coupe marks a renaissance. 
Good-looking and fun to to drive, tolerable value. 
Now go buy an AudiTT. 


1.4 Turbo Cosmo 

347 0 00 

103 

200 

9.8 

195 

0.0 

139 

5/10 

1.6T 

539900 

147 

275 

7.5 

240 

6.7 

155 

7/10 

1.4 Turbo Cosmo auto 

357600 

103 

200 

10.7 

191 

0.0 

154 

5/10 

1.6T auto 

542900 

115 

240 

8.4 

213 

7.3 

168 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 428cm W: 176cm H: 166cm 
Boot: 356-785 litres Fuel Tank: 52 litres 



Keep it simple with a 1.4 Turbo petrol. Watch the 
costs, though: like the Focus, this is no longer a 
cheap car. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

hm/h 

L/lD0km 

G 02 RATING 

sedan 1.6 Essentia 

277500 

05 

155 

11.9 

180 

0.2 

145 5/10 

sedan 1.4 Turbo Essentia 

289800 

103 

200 

10.1 

202 

5.8 

136 6/10 

sedan 1.4 Turbo Eniov 

301800 

103 

200 

10.1 

202 

5.8 

136 6/10 

sedan 1.4 Turbo Eniov auto 

312800 

103 

200 

n/a 

202 

0.4 

150 6/10 

sedan 1 .6 Turbo Eniov Plus 

338100 

132 

200 

8.7 

221 

0.0 

160 6/10 

hatch 1.6 Essentia 

277500 

05 

155 

11.7 

100 

5.9 

139 5/10 

hatch 1.4 Turbo Essentia 

289800 

103 

200 

9.9 

202 

5.9 

130 5/10 

hatch 1.4 Turbo Eniov 

301800 

103 

200 

9.9 

202 

5.9 

138 5/10 

hatch 1.6 Turbo Sport 

339300 

132 

200 

8.5 

221 

0.8 

159 0/10 

GTC 1.6 Turbo Sport 

300000 

132 

200 

8.3 

220 

7.2 

100 0/10 

OPC 

520400 

200 

400 

0.2 

250 

8.1 

189 0/10 


EURONCAP: W: 181/184cm 

H: 148/150/151cm Boot: 370/380/460 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


TopGear on Peugeot: 


Chassis-makers have rediscovered their mojo with 208 GTi and RCZ 
R, and the 308 is a sober revelation. Now do the Onyx, please. 



Tiny city car that marks Peugeot’s take on the 


packed, but cheap and cute. 

PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 


km/h 

L/TOOkm 

002 

RATING 

1.0 Urban 

144000 

50 

93 

13.5 

100 

4.3 

99 

5/10 

1.0 Trendy 

155300 

50 

93 

13.5 

100 

4.3 

99 

5/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 423cm W: 185cm H: 136cm 
Boot: 309 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 


Irritatingly great to drive, even when it’s a 4x4. There’s a reason 
every sports car is dubbed “911 -fighter”... 


The best sports-roadster on sale, bar none. Don’t go 
anywhere else if you can afford it. The S betters 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/TOOkm 

002 

RATING 

Boxster 

771000 

195 

280 

5.7 

262 

7.9 

183 

8/10 

Black Edition 

895000 

195 

280 

5.7 

262 

7.9 

183 

8/10 

S 

815000 

232 

360 

5.0 

277 

8.2 

190 

9/10 

GTS 

928000 

243 

370 

4.9 

279 

8.2 

190 

9/10 

Spyder 

PDA 

276 

420 

4.5 

290 

9.9 

230 

9/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 423cm W: 185cm H: 136cm 
Boot: 309 litres Fuel Tank: 64 / 54 litres 



The 911's poor relation? Only if you're a social 
climber. The Cayman is the purer, more satisfying 
driver's car. 


EURONCAP: •••• L: 343cm W: 163cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 139/751 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-IC0 

km/h 

l/iookm 

C 02 

RATING 

Cayman 

774000 

202 

290 

5.6 

264 

7.9 

103 

8/10 

Black Edition 

096000 

202 

290 

5.6 

264 

7.9 

103 

8/10 

S 

870000 

239 

370 

4.9 

281 

8.2 

190 

8/10 

GTS 

998000 

250 

380 

4.8 

283 

8.2 

190 

9/10 

GT4 

P0A 

283 

420 

4.4 

295 

10.3 

238 

9/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 438cm W: 180cm H: 129cm 
Boot: 425 litres Fuel Tank: 64 / 54 litres 
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Porsche's Range Rover Evoque is a tidy looker 
that has image by the bucket-load. Thus, soon 



PRICE 

tw 

Nm 

0-no 

M 

L/ICDkm 

C02 

RATING 

S diesel 

999000 

180 

580 

8.3 

230 

6.1 

159 

8/10 

S 

1022000 

250 

460 

5.4 

254 

8.7 

204 

8/10 

GTS 

1241000 

285 

500 

5.2 

258 

9.2 

215 

8/10 

turbo 

1304000 

294 

550 

4.8 

268 

8.9 

208 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 468/470cm W: 192cm H: 162cm 
Boot: 500-1500 litres Fuel Tank: 60 / 65 / 75 litres 



Sporting SUV that’s extremely capable and now 
slightly better to look at and no longer has a ride 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/lODkm 

002 

RATING 

Cayenne 

852000 

220 

400 

7.7 

230 

9.2 

215 

7/10 

diesel 

921000 

180 

550 

7.3 

221 

6.6 

173 

8/10 

S 

986000 

309 

550 

5.5 

259 

9.5 

223 

7/10 

S diesel 

1151000 

283 

850 

5.4 

252 

8.0 

209 

7/10 

GTS 

1178000 

324 

600 

5.2 

282 

9.8 

228 

8/10 

S e- hybrid 

1350000 

306e 

590e 

5.9 

243 

3.4 

79 

7/10 

turbo 

1760000 

382 

750 

4.5 

279 

11.2 

281 

8/10 

turboS 

2255000 

419 

800 

4.1 

284 

11.5 

287 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 484cm W: 194cm H: 171cm 
Boot: 670/1780 litres Fuel Tank: 80/100 litres 



Four-door, four-seat family Porsche. Very fast, quite 
hard to fall in love with apart from the rather 
outrageous GTS model. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/lODkm 

002 

RATING 

Panamera 

1011000 

228 

400 

8.3 

259 

8.4 

196 

7/10 

diesel 

1054000 

221 

650 

6.0 

259 

6.4 

169 

7/10 

4 

1051000 

228 

400 

8.1 

257 

8.7 

203 

7/10 

S 

1287000 

309 

520 

5.1 

287 

8.7 

204 

8/10 

4S 

1329000 

309 

520 

4.8 

288 

8.9 

208 

7/10 

S e- hybrid 

1424000 

306e 

590e 

5.5 

270 

3.1 

71 

7/10 

GTS 

1489000 

324 

520 

4.4 

288 

10.7 

249 

7/10 

turbo 

2118000 

382 

770 

4.1 

303 

10.2 

239 

8/10 

turboS 

2591000 

419 

800 

3.8 

310 

10.2 

239 

9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 497cm W: 193cm H: 142cm 
Boot: 445/1263 litres Fuel Tank: 80/100 litres 



Styling is evolutionary and cabin shared with 
Panamera, but this is Porsche proving it's the world's 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/lODkm 

002 

RATING 

Carrera coupe 

1230000 

272 

450 

4.4 

293 

7.4 

169 

9/10 

Carrera cabriolet 

1372000 

272 

450 

4.8 

290 

7.5 

172 

9/10 

Carrera 4 coupe 

1352000 

272 

450 

4.5 

292 

8.7 

201 

9/10 

Carrera 4 cabriolet 

1477000 

272 

450 

4.7 

289 

8.9 

206 

9/10 

Carrera S coupe 

1388000 

309 

500 

4.1 

306 

7.7 

174 

9/10 

Carrera S cabriolet 

1510000 

309 

500 

4.3 

304 

7.8 

178 

9/10 

Carrera 4S coupe 

1510000 

309 

500 

4.2 

305 

8.9 

204 

9/10 

Carrera 4S cabriolet 

1613000 

309 

500 

4.4 

303 

9.0 

208 

9/10 

targa 4 

1477000 

272 

450 

4.7 

289 

8.9 

208 

9/10 

targa 4S 

1613000 

309 

500 

4.4 

303 

9.0 

208 

9/10 

GT3 RS 

P0A 

368 

480 

3.3 

310 

12.7 

298 

9/10 

turbo coupe 

2536000 

397 

710 

3.0 

320 

9.1 

212 

9/10 

turbo cabriolet 

2871000 

397 

710 

3.1 

320 

9.3 

216 

9/10 

turboS coupe 

2987000 

427 

750 

2.9 

330 

9.1 

212 

9/10 

turboS cabriolet 

3103000 

427 

750 

3.0 

330 

9.3 

216 

9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 449cm W: 181cm H: 130cm 
Boot: 135 litres Fuel Tank: 64 / 68 litres 



Far prettier than before, still spacious, indestructible 
and sold at a cheap price. 



Simple, tenacious, high riding cross-over hatch. 
Gets us fizzing properly. 


1.6 Expression 


Ml E/IOOkm 002 BATING 

_2]5 90 0 77 148 11.5 1B5 7.B 177 7/ID 


1.6 Dynamique 


2419 00 77 148 11.5 1B5 7.6 177 7/10 


I.SdCi Dvnarntque 


J163900 _80 240 12.2 109 4.8 127 7/10 


1,5dCi Dynamique 4WD 


281900 _80 24 0 12.8 108 5.2 135 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 432cm W: 182cm H: 163cm 
Boot: 475 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


Renault’s take on Juke that’s, perhaps unsurprisingly, 
more style than substance. Get a Clio instead. 



0-100 M L/lOOkm 002 


228900 66 135 


66 kW turbo Expression 
66 kW turbo Dynamique 
88 kW turbo Dynamique auto 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 432cm W: 182cm H: 163cm 
Boot: 475 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


12.9 

171 

4.9 

115 

8/10 

12.9 

171 

4.9 

115 

6/10 

10.9 

192 

5.4 

125 

6/10 



It’s lost the fat arse, which is A Good Thing. Build 
quality is much improved, pace and driving are 



PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

m 

km/h 

UTOOkm 002 

RATING 

hatch 81 kW Dynamique 

282900 

81 

151 

10.5 

190 

6.9 159 

7/10 

hatch 97kW turbo GT Line 

292900 

97 

225 

9.7 

200 

5.4 124 

8/10 

hatch 162kW turbo GT 

342900 

182 

340 

7.8 

240 

7.3 189 

8/10 

coupe 81 kW Dynamique 

262900 

81 

151 

10.5 

190 

6.9 159 

7/10 

coupe 97kW turbo GT Line 

292900 

97 

225 

9.7 

200 

5.4 124 

8/10 

coupd 162kW turbo GT 

342900 

182 

340 

7.8 

240 

7.3 189 

6/10 

RS Trophy 275 

456900 

201 

360 

6.0 

255 

7.5 174 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: « 

Boot: 372/1162 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


, |_:430/449cm W: 181cm H: 145cm 



Facelift features more spec and a new face, but this 
one looks just like a SsangYong Korando. And that's 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

m 

M 

L/IOOkm 002 

RATING 

2.5 Dynamique 

339900 

126 

226 

9.0 

193 

9.6 230 

6/10 

2.5 4x4 Dynamique 

369900 

126 

226 

9.3 

190 

9.9 237 

6/10 

2.5 4x4 Dynamique auto 

399900 

126 

226 

9.3 

183 

9.6 228 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 452cm W: 187cm H: 170cm 
Boot: 450-1380 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 


TopGear on Rolls-Royce: 


Wheeled pleasure-yachts that’ve seen off the challenge of Maybach, 
and offer more charm than Bentley. 



A cut-price Rolls? Not really. Luxury still here by the 
decanter-load. And don't think it's 'small' - parking 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

E/lOOkm 

002 

RATING 

Ghost 

PDA 

420 

780 

4.9 

250 

14.0 

327 

8/10 

Extended Wheelbase 

PDA 

420 

780 

5.0 

250 

14.1 

329 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 540/557cm W: 195cm H: 155cm 
Boot: 490 litres Fuel Tank: 83 litres 


If the Grand Tourer still existed, this is how the 
aristocracy would get to Vienna. A majestic 
symbol of Britain. 



PDA 

465 

800 

4.6 

250 

14.0 

327 


9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:526cm W: 195cm H: 151cm 
Boot: 470 litres Fuel Tank: 83 litres 


Roofless Wraith with 70% new surface 
componentry. Has more presence by itself than 



66 kW turbo Expression 

136900 

66 

135 

11.1 

175 

5.2 

119 

7/10 


66 kW turbo Dynamique 

157900 

66 

135 

11.1 

175 

5.2 

119 

7/10 

PRICE kill Nm 0-100 km/h L/IOOkm 002 RATING 

Stepway 66kW turbo 

182900 

66 

135 

11.1 

168 

5.4 

124 

Dawn 

PDA 420 780 4.9 250 14.2 330 8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 402cm W: 175cm H: 153/156cm 
Boot: 165/959 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


A return to form for Renault. Clio 4 is good-looking 
and drives well. Just avoid the gutless lower-powered 
55kW one. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/10Dkm 

002 

RATING 

55kW Authentique 

176900 

55 

107 

15.4 

167 

5.5 

127 

8/10 

66 kW turbo Blaze 

184900 

70 

150 

12.2 

182 

4.5 

105 

7/10 

66 kW turbo Expression 

204900 

70 

150 

12.2 

182 

4.5 

105 

7/10 

66 kW turbo Dynamique 

228900 

70 

150 

12.2 

182 

4.5 

105 

7/10 

66 kW turbo GT-Line 

229900 

70 

150 

12.2 

182 

4.5 

105 

7/10 

88 kW turbo Expression auto 

242900 

88 

190 

9.4 

199 

5.2 

120 

6/10 

RS 200 Cup 

349900 

147 

240 

8.7 

230 

6.3 

144 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:529cm W: 195cm H: 150cm 
Boot: 295 litres Fuel Tank: 83 litres 



Luxury Brit land-yacht which manages to drive 
as well as it soothes. Opulence doesn’t come 
much better than this. 



PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

002 

RATING 

Phantom 

PDA 

338 

720 

5.9 

240 

14.8 

347 

9/10 

Extended Wheelbase 

PDA 

338 

720 

8.1 

240 

14.9 

349 

9/10 

Coupe 

P0A 

338 

720 

5.8 

250 

14.8 

347 

9/10 

Drophead Coupe 

PDA 

338 

720 

5.8 

240 

14.8 

347 

9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 584/609cm W: 199cm H: 164cm 
Boot: 460 litres Fuel Tank: 100 litres 


EURO NCAP: 406cm W: 173cm H: 149cm 

Boot: 300/1146 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


TopGear on Smart 


Best-yet execution of a flawed idea. We’ll have the cheaper, 
mechanically identical Twingo, thanks. 


A doddle to park, a delight around town, but what on 
earth was Smart thinking when it signed off the design? 



coupe base 


149900 52 91 14.4 151 4.1 93 5/10 


coupe prime 

178400 

52 

91 

14.4 

151 

4.1 

93 

5/10 

coupe proxy 

182400 

52 

91 

14.4 

151 

4.1 

93 

5/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 270cm W: 166cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 260-350 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



Same front end as he car above. Concerning. Otherwise, 
it's a decent city car. But your eyes hurt. 

PRICE kW Nm 0-100 

km/h 


C02 

RATING 

base 

164900 

52 

91 

15.9 

151 

4.3 

97 

5/10 

passion 

184400 

52 

91 

15.9 

151 

4.3 

97 

5/10 

prime 

195900 

52 

91 

15.9 

151 

4.3 

97 

5/10 

proxy 

197400 

52 

91 

15.9 

151 

4.3 

97 

5/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 350cm W: 167cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 185-975 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



Korando offers OK off-road performance, and 
little else. Has a mountain to climb if it wants to 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lODkm C02 

RATING 

2.0 

324995 

110 

197 

n/a 

163 

7.5 175 

3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 441cm W: 183cm H: 168cm 
Boot: 486 litres Fuel Tank: 57 litres 


Gets the vote along with the Fiat Multipla for being 
one of the ugliest vehicles ever made. 

PRICE kW Nm 

0-100 


M 

L/IOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

2.3 4x4 high 

289995 

110 

214 

n/a 

161 

12.4 

293 

2/10 

2.0D high 

309995 

114 

360 

n/a 

163 

7.4 

196 

2/10 

2.0D 4x4 Deluxe 

359995 

114 

360 

n/a 

163 

7.5 

199 

2/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 499cm W: 191cm H: 179cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 



It looks better. But the Rexton’s always been 
exceptionally aesthetically challenged, so it’s not 
saying much, now... 

PRICE 


0-100 km/h L/IOOkm 002 


394995 121 340 n/a 177 8.6 228 3/10 


RX270XDi Deluxe 


44999 5 J21 340 n/a 170 9.0 242 3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 476cm W: 190cm H: 184cm 
Boot: 1524 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Can't afford a design team? 


_331000 J10 196 10.5 


8.0 18 9 5/10 


350000 JI 196 10.7 187 7.9 187 5/10 


110 196 EL 187 1 9_ 187 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 445cm W: 178cm H: 162cm 
Boot: 310 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



Lacks school run glam, but that's not the point - this 
is rugged transport. Pity the i77kW XT Turbo is so 


ignorable. 






PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/IOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

2.0 X 

359000 

110 

198 

10.6 

190 

7.2 

168 

6/10 

2.5 X 

399500 

128 

235 

9.9 

196 

8.1 

187 

5/10 

2.5 XS 

438000 

128 

235 

9.9 

196 

8.1 

187 

5/10 

2.5 XS Premium 

484000 

128 

235 

9.9 

196 

8.1 

187 

5/10 

2.0 XT 

556000 

177 

350 

7.5 

210 

8.5 

197 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: 460cm W: 180cm H: 174cm 

Boot: 505-1564/488-1557 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


116 MARCH 2016 -> topgear. co.za 
















More of the unfashionable same from Subaru, 
but that's what the owners love. New one is handily 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-1D0 

km/h 

Mi 

C02 

RMING 

2.5i-S Premium 

499000 

129 

235 

10.2 

n/a 

7.3 

107 

5/10 

2.0D Premium 

557 0 0 0 

110 

350 

9.9 

n/a 

0.3 

105 

0/10 

3.6 R-S Premium 

557000 

191 

350 

7.0 

n/a 

9.9 

230 

5/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 482cm W: 184cm H: 168cm 
Boot: 512-1801 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


Heroically pointless. Naturally aspirated 3.6-litre 
flat-six has novelty appeal for those too poor to 
afford any of the 911s. 


3.6 R-S Premium 



23D 5/ID 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 480cm W: 184cm H: 150cm 
Boot: 506 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



Now that the Evo is dead, the WRX grows up and 
becomes a lot easier to live with. Boy racers 
everywhere throw a tantrum 


484000 J97 350 8.0 240 9.2 213 


WRX Premium auto . 


499500 J97 350 8.3 240 8.8 


WRX STI Premium 


221 407 5.2 255 _JM. 242 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 460cm W: 180cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 460 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



Alto replacement has a bigger boot, 3Nm more and 
an auto option for those of weak left hip. Big in India. 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

002 

RMING 

1.0 G A 

119000 

50 

90 

14.0 

155 

4.7 

110 

5/10 

1.0 GL 

134000 

50 

90 

14.0 

155 

4.7 

110 

5/10 

1.0 GL auto 

145700 

50 

90 

14.0 

155 

4.0 

100 

5/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 360cm W: 160cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 235-1034 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


By not trying too hard, this no-nonsense supermini 
succeeds in being really rather good. 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

E/lOOkm 

002 

RMING 

DZire sedan 1.2 GA 

139900 

03 

113 

12.0 

100 

5.2 

124 

5/10 

DZire sedan 1.2 GL 

153900 

03 

113 

12.0 

100 

5.2 

124 

5/10 

DZire sedan 1.2 GL auto 

109700 

03 

113 

n/a 

100 

5.9 

140 

0/10 

hatch 1.2 GA 

137500 

03 

113 

12.0 

100 

5.3 

120 

5/10 

hatch 1.2 GL 

150400 

03 

113 

12.0 

100 

5.3 

120 

5/10 

hatch 1.2 GL auto 

100700 

03 

113 

n/a 

100 

5.0 

137 

5/10 

hatch 1.4 GLS 

203900 

70 

130 

10.9 

170 

5.5 

132 

0/10 

hatch 1.4 GLS auto 

210900 

70 

130 

12.3 

105 

0.2 

147 

0/10 

hatch 1.6 Sport 

243900 

100 

100 

8.7 

195 

0.5 

153 

7/10 


EURONCAP: •••• L: 385cm W: 170cm H: 151cm 
Boot: 213/562 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



Think of it as Suzuki’s rival to the Toyota Avanza and 
you’ve got it. But do you want it? 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/k 

lflOOkm 

002 

RMING 

1.4 G A 

100500 

70 

130 

n/a 

n/a 

0.0 

150 

5/10 

1.4GL 

100500 

70 

130 

n/a 

n/a 

0.0 

150 

5/10 

1.4 GL auto 

201500 

70 

130 

n/a 

n/a 

0.0 

150 

4/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 367cm W: 165cm H: 171cm 
Boot: 113/286 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 


It’s a bit bigger than a Swift sedan, but then that’s 
not saying much. And then there’s the silly name. 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

002 

RMING 

1,4 Gig 

105900 

70 

130 

n/a 

n/a 

5.4 

125 

5/10 

1.4 GLX 

200500 

70 

130 

n/a 

n/a 

5.4 

125 

5/10 

1.4 G LX auto 

221800 

70 

130 

n/a 

n/a 

5.5 

131 

5/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 449cm W: 173cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 495 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 


They still make this? Mini ‘jeep’ is a throwback to the 
'90s. Rather capable, mind you. 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

LflOOkm 

002 

RMING 

1.3 

232800 

03 

110 

14.1 

140 

7.2 

171 

0/10 

1.3 auto 

249100 

03 

110 

17.2 

135 

7.0 

181 

0/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 367cm W: 165cm H: 171cm 
Boot: 113/286 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 




This one caught us rather by surprise. Vitara is a 
perfectly good alternative to Qashqai or Juke. 
Well done Suzuki. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lGOkm 

002 

RMING 

1.6 GL 

239900 

80 

151 

11.5 

180 

5.8 

136 

7/10 

1.6 GL+ 

209900 

80 

151 

11.5 

180 

5.8 

136 

7/10 

1 .6 GL+ AllGrip 

291900 

80 

151 

12.0 

180 

5.8 

136 

7/10 

1.6 GLX auto 

299900 

80 

151 

n/a 

n/a 

8.0 

139 

7/10 

1.6 GLX AllGrip 

319900 

80 

151 

12.0 

180 

6.2 

145 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 418cm W: 178cm H: 161cm 
Boot: 375-1120 litres Fuel Tank: 47 litres 


All new take on Suzuki’s tenacious tyke. Pricy now. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lGOkm 

002 

RMING 

1.6 GL 

269900 

86 

156 

11.0 

179 

5.8 

137 

5/10 

1,6 GLX 

300900 

86 

156 

11.0 

179 

5.8 

137 

6/10 

1.6 GLX auto 

323900 

88 

158 

12.4 

169 

5.8 

137 

8/10 

1.6 GLX AllGrip 

324900 

88 

156 

12.0 

174 

6.2 

146 

8/10 

1.6 GLX AllGrip auto 

348900 

88 

156 

13.5 

164 

6.2 

146 

6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 430cm W: 177cm H: 159cm 
Boot: 430-1269 litres Fuel Tank: 47 litres 






If 

Looks like an off-roader but doesn’t go like one, or 
feel as well-built as it should. Would rarely top your 
shopping list. Low range helps, though. 

PRICE kW Nm 

0-100 



km/k 

L/lGOkm 

002 

RMING 

2.4 Dune 

333900 

122 

225 

11.7 

180 

8.9 

212 

3/10 

2.4 Dune auto 

348900 

122 

225 

12.0 

170 

9.9 

234 

4/10 

2.4 Summit 

403900 

122 

225 

11.7 

100 

8.9 

212 

5/10 

2.4 Summit auto 

419900 

122 

225 

12.0 

170 

9.9 

234 

4/10 

EURONCAP: •••• L: 450cm W: 181cm H: 170cm 
Boot: 398/758 litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 


TopGear on Tata 


Conceived in a country where the traffic is designed to kill you, for 
people who have only recently upgraded from scooters. 



Nothing quite says Tm poor" like driving an Indica. 
Cheap and light-years from cheerful. 


PRICE 

kW Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lG0km 

002 

RMING 

1.4 LGi 

114995 

55 

110 

12.8 

155 

7.4 

108 

2/10 

1.4 LGi Sport 

119995 

55 

110 

12.8 

155 

7.4 

100 

2/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 368cm W: 167cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 610 litres Fuel Tank: 37 litres 


Oh, what’s this? Max my Indica? At this price you can 
do a LOT better. 



129995 

150495 


55 114 14.0 150 8.7 159 3/ID 


11 8 13.5 155 8.7 157 3/ID 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 380cm W: 170cm H: 155cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 44 litres 


Ambitious, though ironic, name for a 66kW hatch. 
Part of Tata’s Falcon development programme. 
Best wait for the Eagle version. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/k 

L/lGOkm 

002 

RMING 

hatch 1.2TXMS 

142995 

00 

140 

n/a 

n/a 

0.5 

154 

3/10 

hatch 1.2T XT 

152995 

00 

140 

n/a 

n/a 

0.5 

154 

3/10 

sedan 1.2TXMS 

152995 

00 

140 

n/a 

n/a 

0.5 

154 

3/10 

sedan 1.2T XT 

102995 

00 

140 

n/a 

n/a 

0.5 

154 

3/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 383/400cm W: 170cm H: 157cm 
Boot: 210/360 litres Fuel Tank: 44 litres 


Four-door transport from the sub-continent. Says 
it all, really. No free cricket paraphernalia included. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

m 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

002 

HATING 

152995 

00 

110 

13.5 

155 

0.4 

151 

3/10 

172995 

00 

110 

13.5 

155 

0.4 

151 

3/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 441cm W: 170cm H: 155cm 
Boot: 460 litres Fuel Tank: 44 litres 






1 

A bit more flash than a Mahindra Scorpio Pik-Up 
and might just get you laid in Mumbai. 







PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/k 

L/lDOkm 

002 

RATING 

3.0L Fleetline 

102495 

05 

300 

n/a 

143 

10.0 

204 

4/10 

3.0L DLE double cab 

199995 

05 

300 

n/a 

143 

10.0 

204 

4/10 

XT2.2L 

204995 

110 

320 

n/a 

100 

9.0 

200 

4/10 

XT 2.2L4x4 

204995 

110 

320 

n/a 

100 

9.0 

200 

4/10 

XT 2.2L double cab 

259995 

110 

320 

n/a 

100 

9.0 

200 

4/10 

XT 2.2L double cab Evolve 

204995 

110 

320 

n/a 

100 

9.0 

200 

4/10 

XT 2.2L double cab 4x4 

294995 

110 

320 

n/a 

100 

n/a 

n/a 

4/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 480/513cm W: 186cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 

H: 177cm 




Think of it as aCitroen Ci with added face fungus. 
Cheaper than Up! and good around town. 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/k 

L/IOOkm 002 

RATING 

1.0 

141700 

51 

95 

14.2 

100 

4.4 102 

0/10 

1 .OX-play 

144100 

51 

95 

14.2 

100 

4.4 102 

0/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 346cm W: 162cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 168 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



Think of it as an Indian-built, reincarnated Tazz, 
with a willing, unsophisticated and unbreakable 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/k 

1/lOOkm 

002 

RATING 

hatch 1.5 Xi 

144300 

00 

132 

11.3 

105 

0.0 

130 

3/10 

hatch 1.5 Xs 

154100 

00 

132 

11.3 

185 

0.0 

138 

3/10 

sedan 1.5 Xi 

151500 

00 

132 

11.3 

185 

5.9 

130 

3/10 

sedan 1.5 Xs 

101100 

00 

132 

11.3 

105 

5.9 

130 

3/10 

Cross 1.5 Xs 

170700 

00 

132 

11.3 

105 

0.0 

138 

4/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 378/427cm W: 170cm H: 151cm 
Boot: 251/595 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



A key car for Toyota in Europe, the engine choice is 
reasonable, the Hybrid is OK, but it’s not as clever 
as it used to be. 


0-100 Ml L/IOOkm C02 


175100 _51_ 95 15.3 155 5.0 117 


202400 _73_ 125 11.7 175 5.0 131 


213900 Jl 125_ 1 2.0 175 5.5 127 0/10 


Hybrid 


279 000 74e 111-e 11.8 105 3.0 82 0/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 389cm W: 170cm H: 151cm 
Boot: 347/768 litres Fuel Tank: 42 litres 



Here is last year’s Corolla for B Segment money. 
Smart. 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/k 

L/lDOkm 

002 

RATING 

1.6 

190700 

90 

154 

10.5 

195 

0.0 

157 

4/10 

1.6 auto 

205300 

90 

154 

11.1 

185 

0.3 

150 

4/10 

1.6 Plus 

204300 

90 

154 

10.5 

195 

0.0 

157 

4/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 455cm W: 176cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 450 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 



Seven-seat cardboard box on wheels. Like an East 
German weightlifter- not pretty, but effective. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/k 

L/lD0km 

002 

RATING 

1.3 S 

198200 

70 

121 

n/a 

n/a 

0.1 

145 

3/10 

1.3 SX 

213700 

70 

121 

n/a 

n/a 

0.1 

145 

3/10 

1.5 SX 

220300 

77 

137 

n/a 

n/a 

0.3 

150 

3/10 

1.5 SX auto 

237400 

77 

137 

n/a 

n/a 

0.7 

100 

3/10 

1.5 TX 

251700 

77 

137 

n/a 

n/a 

0.3 

150 

3/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 412cm W: 166cm H: 170cm 
Boot: 899 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 









New Corolla is a return to form for Toyota. Funnish. 
Capable. Tis the return of the white-collar king. 

PRICE kW Nm 

0-100 


km/k 

L/lD0km 

002 

RATING 

1.3 Esteem 

237500 

73 

128 

12.0 

100 

0.0 

139 

5/10 

1.3 Prestige 

255000 

73 

128 

12.0 

100 

0.0 

139 

5/10 

1.4D-4D Esteem 

207700 

00 

205 

12.5 

180 

4.5 

119 

0/10 

1.4D-4D Prestige 

279800 

00 

205 

12.5 

100 

4.5 

119 

0/10 

1.6 Esteem 

249500 

90 

154 

10.5 

195 

0.0 

157 

5/10 

1.6 Prestige 

205700 

90 

154 

10.5 

195 

0.0 

157 

5/10 

1.6 Prestige auto 

277700 

90 

154 

11.1 

105 

0.3 

150 

5/10 

1.6 Sprinter 

275500 

90 

154 

10.5 

195 

0.0 

157 

5/10 

1.8 Prestige 

270000 

103 

173 

n/a 

n/a 

7.0 

105 

0/10 

1.8 Exclusive 

299000 

103 

173 

n/a 

n/a 

7.0 

105 

0/10 

1.8 Exclusive auto 

311000 

103 

173 

10.2 

195 

0.4 

152 

0/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 462cm W: 176cn 
Boot: 452 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 

l H: 147cm 
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Many still yearn for a spiritual successor to the RunX. 
New is Auris better than the previous one. Looks 



PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/IDOkm 

COP 

RUTING 

1.3 X 

235000 

73 

128 

12.6 

175 

5.8 

134 

5/10 

1.6 Xi 

261700 

97 

160 

10.0 

200 

6.2 

145 

5/10 

1.6 XS 

273000 

97 

160 

10.0 

200 

6.2 

145 

5/10 

1.6 XR 

302300 

97 

160 

10.0 

200 

6.2 

145 

5/10 

1.6 XR auto 

316900 

97 

160 

10.8 

195 

6.0 

138 

5/10 

Hybrid XR 

378500 

100b 

142+e 

i 10.9 

n/a 

3.9 

91 

6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 428cm W: 176cm H: 146cm Boot: 360 
litres Fuel Tank: 45/50 litres 



Next best choice after the SsangYong Stavic for 
large families and rural entrepreneurs. 



PRICE 

kill 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/IDOkm 

COP 

RATING 

2.7 8-seater 

304800 

118 

241 

n/a 

n/a 

11.2 

265 

4/10 

2.7 7-seater 

324000 

118 

241 

n/a 

n/a 

11.2 

265 

4/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 459cm W: 178cm H: 175cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 


The best Toyota in donkeys (with a nod of thanks to 
Subaru). Light and lithe coupe proves that 147kW 
will suffice. 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

M 

L/IOOkm 

COP 

RATING 

2.0 standard 

364100 

147 

205 

7.6 

226 

7.8 

181 

9/10 

2.0 high 

409600 

147 

205 

7.6 

226 

7.6 

181 

9/10 

2.0 high auto 

430200 

147 

205 

8.2 

210 

7.1 

164 

9/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 424cm W: 178cm H: 129cm 
Boot: 243 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


The champion of Africa. Ideal for driving taxis off the 
road, towing your speedboat, or helping the girl next 
door to move house. 




PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/ID0km COP 

RATING 

2.0 

222300 

100 

182 

n/a 

170 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

2.0 S 

229200 

100 

182 

n/a 

170 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

2.5D-4D 

253100 

75 

200 

n/a 

150 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

2.5D-4DS 

259300 

75 

200 

n/a 

150 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

2.5D-4DSRX 

309700 

75 

260 

n/a 

150 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

2.5D-4D4x4SRX 

370300 

75 

260 

n/a 

150 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

2.7 Raider Legend 45 

324900 

118 

241 

n/a 

170 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

373500 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

434200 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

Xtracab 








2.5D-4D SRX 

323400 

75 

260 

n/a 

150 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

404900 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

465900 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a n/a 

7/10 

double cab 








2.7 Raider Legend 45 

409100 

118 

241 

n/a 

170 

10.8 257 

7/10 

2.5D-4D4x4SRX 

431800 

75 

260 

n/a 

150 

8.7 229 

7/10 

2.5D-4D Raider Legend 45 

445800 

106 

343 

n/a 

150 

8.0 211 

7/10 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

474 500 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

8.6 226 

7/10 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 auto 489200 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

9.7 257 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

536400 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

8.6 226 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Lgnd 45 auto 

551200 

120 

343 

n/a 

175 

9.7 257 

7/10 

4.0 V6 Raider Legend 45 

488300 

175 

376 

n/a 

180 

12.0 286 

7/10 

4.0 V6 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

578000 

175 

376 

n/a 

180 

12.0 286 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 514/526cm W: 176/184cm 
H:172/186cm Boot: n/a litres 


The latest RAV4 is crisper and sharper than before. 
But it's still not as funky as it used to be. Where did 
the fun go, Toyota? 



EURONCAP: n/a L: 434cm W: 182cm H: 169cm 
Boot: 586/1 469 litres Fuel Tank: 57 litres 






1 

Built on the Chuck Norris-like Hilux platform, it’s 
one of SA's favourites. Facelifted with extra bling, 
which sadly isn't optional. 





*f 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

l/ID0km 

COP 

RATING 

2.5D-4D 

409500 

106 

343 

n/a 

175 

8.0 

211 

7/10 

2.5D-4Dauto 

423600 

106 

343 

n/a 

175 

9.1 

240 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 

492000 

120 

343 

11.3 

175 

8.5 

226 

7/10 

3.0D-4Dauto 

505900 

120 

343 

11.8 

175 

9.4 

248 

7/10 

3.0D-4D4x4 

547800 

120 

343 

11.8 

172 

8.6 

228 

8/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 auto 

562000 

120 

343 

12.3 

170 

9.8 

259 

7/10 

4.0 V6 

525800 

175 

376 

9.7 

180 

12.7 

303 

7/10 

4.0 V6 4x4 

581400 

175 

376 

9.7 

180 

13.0 

309 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 471cm W: 184cm H: 185cn 
Boot: 586/1469 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 

ri 





PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

i/inni<m 

COP 

RATING 

2.0 GX 

327700 

107 

187 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

179 

6/10 

2.0 GXauto 

338800 

107 

187 

n/a 

n/a 

7.4 

173 

6/10 

2.2D-4DAWDGX 

409900 

110 

340 

n/a 

n/a 

5.6 

149 

7/10 

2.2D-4D AWD VX 

487400 

110 

340 

n/a 

n/a 

6.5 

172 

7/10 

2.5AWDVX 

457000 

132 

233 

n/a 

n/a 

8.5 

198 

7/10 


It's a tank in every conceivable way, and that's why 
we love it. Truly capable and indestructible. 





if 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

COP 

RATING 

794.0V6 

497500 

170 

360 

12.6 

165 

n/a 

n/a 

6/10 

794.2D 

529200 

96 

285 

18.0 

140 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

794.5D-4D LXV8 

605600 

151 

430 

n/a 

160 

11.6 

306 

8/10 

79 4.0 V6 double cab 

562600 

170 

360 

12.6 

165 

13.6 

320 

7/10 

79 4.2D double cab 

590100 

96 

285 

18.0 

140 

13.0 

343 

7/10 

79 4.5D-4D LX V8 double cab 

662700 

151 

430 

n/a 

160 

11.6 

306 

8/10 

76 4.5D-4D LX V8 station wagon 

677600 

151 

430 

n/a 

160 

11.6 

306 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 476/499/501cm W: 177/187cm 
H: 194/211cm Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 130/180 litres 



Old school meets new world in a retro-modern 
remake. Pity about the zero-option engine and 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

GOP 

RATING 

FJ Cruiser 

540000 

200 

380 

7.6 

175 

11.4 

267 

6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 467cm W: 191cm H: 183cm 
Boot: 990 litres Fuel Tank: 159 litres 


II lil'IH 1 II II 

Equally happy in the hands of both retired farmers 
and desperate housewives. An odd match if ever 
there was one. 

PRICE kW Nm 

0-100 


km/h 

L/100km 

GOP 

RATING 

3.0DTTX 

718100 

120 

400 

11.7 

175 

8.5 

226 

6/10 

4.0 VX 

817800 

202 

381 

10.9 

180 

11.5 

266 

6/10 

3.0DTVX 

820200 

120 

400 

11.7 

175 

8.5 

226 

6/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 493cm W: 189cm 
Boot: 974 litres Fuel Tank: 150 litres 

i H: 188cm 






PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h L/IOOkm 

GOP 

RATING 

4.5D-4DV8 GX 

871300 

173 

615 

8.6 

210 

10.3 

273 

7/10 

4.5D-4D V8 VX 

1170200 

173 

615 

8.6 

210 

10.3 

273 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 499cm W: 198cm H: 197cm 
Boot: 1276 litres Fuel Tank: 138 litres 



Finally a VW city car you want to own. Neat styling and 
packaging to shame Ikea's finest, we like the up! A lot. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

GOP 

RATING 

take up! 1.0 

143100 

55 

95 

13.2 

171 

4.6 

106 

8/10 

move up! 1.0 

150200 

55 

95 

13.2 

171 

4.6 

106 

8/10 

club up! 1.0 

158950 

55 

95 

13.2 

171 

4.6 

106 

7/10 


EURONCAP: 354cm W: 164cm 

H: 149cm Boot: 251/951 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


VW's take on the sub-compact market. Brand 
equity beats value and spec. Consider carefully 
before signing. 



hatch 1.:6Cornfortline 
hatch 1.6 GT 


77 155 10.B 187 6.6 157 4/10 


Maxx 1 ,6 


sedan 1,4 Conceptline 
sedan 1,4 Blueline 


189000 

TBA 

191400 

160700 

166300 


_77 155_ 10,6 187 

77 155 10.6 187 


31 156 J/10 
6.6 1 57 4/10 


10.6 187 
12.9 171 


31 1 57 5/10 

6.2 147 5/10 


sedan 1,4 Trendline 


173900 63 132 


13.5 171 
12.2 177 


5.8 1 38 5/10 

6.2 1 47 5/10 


sedan 1,4 Trendline auto 


63 132 U5_ 174 6JL 163 5/10 


hatch 1.2TSI Comfortline 

233900 

66 

160 

10.8 

184 

4.9 

117 

7/10 

hatch 1.2TSI Highline 

254700 

81 

175 

9.3 

196 

5.1 

120 

7/10 

hatch 1.2TSI Highline auto 

270700 

81 

175 

9.3 

196 

5.1 

122 

7/10 

hatch I.OTSI BlueMotion 

243800 

70 

160 

10.5 

191 

4.2 

97 

7/10 

hatch 1.4TDI Trendline 

231900 

55 

210 

12,9 

173 

4.1 

108 

7/10 

hatch 1.4TDI Highline 

261400 

77 

250 

9.9 

194 

4.1 

108 

7/10 

CrossPolo 1.2TSI 

263200 

81 

175 

9.8 

190 

5.3 

125 

6/10 

CrossPolo 1.4TDI 

269900 

77 

250 

10.5 

187 

4.2 

111 

6/10 

GTI 

325000 

141 

320 

6.7 

236 

6.0 

139 

7/10 

GTI auto 

341000 

141 

250 

6.7 

236 

5.6 

129 

7/10 

EURONCAP: 397/438cm W: 168/170cm 

H: 146/149cm Boot: 454/952 litres Fuel Tank: 45/55 litres 



Apologies, we’re struggling to stay awake with this 
one. The Jetta is VW’s Golf-based saloon, and is 
so boring it makes PWC’s AGM look interesting. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 km/h 

E/lOOkm 

COP 

RATING 

1.6 Conceptline 

238000 

77 

153 

11.7 190 

6.8 

162 

5/10 

1.2TSI Trendline 

272300 

77 

175 

10.7 194 

5.1 

117 

5/10 

1.4TSI Trendline 

290700 

92 

200 

9.6 206 

5.4 

125 

5/10 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

306500 

92 

200 

9.6 206 

5.4 

125 

5/10 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

322500 

92 

200 

9.6 206 

5.2 

119 

5/10 

1.4TSI Highline auto 

346500 

110 

250 

8.6 220 

5.2 

119 

5/10 

1.6TDI Comfortline 

323000 

77 

250 

11.7 190 

4.5 

119 

5/10 

1.6TDI Comfortline auto 

339000 

77 

250 

11.7 190 

4.7 

123 

5/10 

2.0TDI Highline auto 

380000 

103 

320 

9.5 208 

5.3 

138 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 464cm W: 177cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 510 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 



A sportier Beetle? Does that make this a cockroach? 
Never mind, the retro VW now has a smattering of 
driving appeal. 


FRIGE kw 

Nm 0-100 km/h 

L/lD0km 

COP 

RATING 

1.2TSI Design 

300300 77 

175 10.9 180 

5.3 

123 

5/10 

1.2TSI Club 

312150 77 

175 10.9 180 

5.3 

123 

5/10 

1.4TSI Sport 

365100 110 

250 8.7 203 

5.6 

129 

5/10 

1.4TSI Sport auto 

381100 110 

250 8.7 203 

5.3 

122 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 428cm W: 181cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 310/905 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 


The best, done better than ever. You need no other 
hatchback. So don’t waste your time looking, 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

COP 

RATING 

1.2TSI Trendline 

283250 

81 

175 

9.9 

195 

4.9 

114 

8/10 

1.4TSI Trendline 

299850 

92 

200 

9.1 

204 

5.2 

120 

8/10 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

316250 

92 

200 

9.1 

204 

5.2 

120 

8/10 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

332250 

92 

200 

9.1 

204 

5.0 

119 

8/10 

1.4TSI Highline 

343700 

110 

250 

8.2 

216 

5.2 

120 

8/10 

2.0TDI Comfortline 

342450 

81 

250 

10.5 

190 

4.6 

120 

8/10 

2.0TDI Highline 

397000 

110 

320 

8.6 

212 

4.5 

119 

8/10 

cabriolet 1.4TSI Comfortline 

363200 

92 

200 

9.9 

197 

5.5 

127 

6/10 

cabriolet 1.4TSI Comfrtlne auto 379200 

92 

200 

9.9 

197 

5.4 

124 

6/10 

cabriolet 1.4TSI Highline auto 

430300 

110 

250 

8.8 

208 

5.3 

123 

7/10 

GTI 

433600 

162 

350 

6.5 

246 

6.0 

139 

8/10 

GTI auto 

449600 

162 

350 

6.5 

244 

6.4 

148 

8/10 

GTI Performance auto 

469600 

169 

350 

6.4 

248 

6.4 

149 

8/10 

GTI cabriolet 

482100 

162 

350 

6.9 

236 

6.5 

152 

7/10 

R 

537400 

206 

380 

5.0 

250 

7.1 

165 

8/10 

Rauto 

553400 

206 

380 

5.2 

250 

6.9 

159 

7/10 


EURONCAP: N/A L: 426cm W: 178/180cm H: 141/145cm 
Boot: 250/380 litres Fuel Tank: 50/55 litres 



Here, unlike elsewhere in the Volkswagen universe, 

SV does not stand for Super Veloce. More like Slightly 
Voluminous 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/100km 

COP 

RATING 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

o-ioo km/h 

E/lOOkm 

COP 

RATING 

hatch 1.4 Conceptline 

151200 

55 

132 

12.9 

171 

6.2 

147 

5/10 

hatch 1 4 Blueline 

157800 

55 

126 

13.5 

171 

5.8 

138 

5/10 

1.2TSI Trendline 

302150 

81 

175 

10.7 192 

5.1 

117 

6/10 

hatch 1 .4 Street 

163200 

63 

132 

12.2 

177 

6.2 

147 

5/10 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

332450 

92 

200 

9.9 200 

5.4 

125 

6/10 

hatch 1.4 Trendline 

166900 

63 

132 

12.2 

177 

6.2 

147 

5/10 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

348450 

92 

200 

9.9 200 

5.2 

121 

6/10 

hatch 1.4 Trendline auto 

182900 

63 

132 

17.5 

174 

6.9 

163 

5/10 

2.0TDI Comfortline 

358650 

81 

250 

10.5 190 

4.6 

120 

7/10 

hatch 1.4 Eclipse 

175900 

63 

132 

12.2 

177 

6.2 

147 

4/10 

2.0TDI Comfortline auto 

374 650 

81 

250 

10.5 190 

4.6 

120 

7/10 


sedan 1,4 Eclipse 


182900 _63 132 12.2 177 6.2 147 4/10 


sedan 1,6 Trendline 


180500 _77_ ]55_ 10.6 187 6.6 156 5/10 


sedan 1,6 Comfortline 


_77 155_ 10.6 187 6ji_ 156 5/10 


EURONCAP: L:392/412cm W: 165cm 

H: 147/1 50cm Boot: 635/737 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



It’s the Golf’s mini-me - safe and solid, but lacking 
soul. But what do you want: party tricks, or 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 km/h 

L/IOOkm 

COP 

RATING 

sedan 1.4 Trendline 

196800 

63 

132 

12.8 178 

5.9 

139 

6/10 

sedan 1.4 Comfortline 

215400 

63 

132 

12.8 178 

5.9 

139 

6/10 

sedan 1.6 Trendline 

213200 

77 

155 

11.1 190 

6.0 

143 

6/10 

sedan 1.6 Comfortline 

228800 

77 

155 

11.1 190 

6.0 

143 

8/10 

sedan 1.6 Comfortline auto 

243800 

77 

155 

12.3 187 

6.5 

154 

8/10 

sedan 1.5TDI Comfortline 

257100 

77 

250 

11.2 186 

4.9 

128 

6/10 

hatch 1.2TSI Trendline 

209000 

66 

160 

10.8 184 

4.9 

117 

7/10 










EURONCAP: n/a L: 434cm W: 181cm H: 158cm Boot: 500 
litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


A dull-but-capable MPV in a marketplace where 
that’s pretty much all you need. Essentially it’s a 
Golf with seven seats. 



1.2TSI Trendline 


31 3 200 77 175 11.9 185 6.4 149 5/10 


2.0TDI Trendline 


250 12.1 185 5.4 144 6/10 


2.0TDI Trendline auto 


355000 _81_ 250 12.1 183 5.7 149 6/10 


1.4TSI High line 


360800 J03 220 9.5 202 6.8 159 5/10 


EURONCAP: 440cm W: 179cm H: 179cm 

Boot: 121/1913 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


118 MARCH 2016 -> topgear.co.za 





Kombi on 2 / 3 ths scale. Needs all-wheel drive and 
i88kW Golf R engine to maximise its potential. Really, 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 0-100 M 

UlOMmi 

CD2 

RATING 

2.0TDI Trendline 

351200 

81 

280 12.4 170 

5.7 

149 

5/10 

Maxi 2.0TDI Trendline 

389900 

81 

280 12.8 170 

5.8 

152 

5/10 

Maxi 2.0TDI Trendline auto 

399300 

103 

320 10.9 188 

6.3 

166 

5/10 

Alltrack 2.0TDI 

385400 

81 

280 12.4 170 

5.7 

149 

5/10 

Alltrack 2. OTDI auto 

395000 

103 

320 10.8 188 

8.2 

IBB 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 441/488cm W: 179cm H: 182/186cm 
Boot: 530/750/918/1650 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 


Transporter 


The other VW bakkie range. 



PRICE kill Nm 0-100 km/h L/lOOkm C02 RATING 

296800 J5. 250 15.2 141 7.9 208 5/10 


2.QTDI double cab 


75 250 15.9 144 7.9 20B 5/10 


2,OBiTDI double cab auto 


409 BOO 132 400 10.2 175 8.4 221 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 490/530/550cm W: 190/1 99cm 
H:195/199cm Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Great looker, the best interior in the business and good 
to drive. Frugal too. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 km/h 

l/IOOkm 

CD2 

RATING 

2.0TDI 

284400 

103 

340 

13.2 182 

7.8 

199 

8/10 

2.0TDI 4Motion 

338400 

103 

340 

13.4 180 

7.7 

203 

8/10 

2.0TDI Trendline 

365100 

103 

340 

13.2 182 

7.8 

199 

8/10 

2.0BiTDI Trendline 

398000 

132 

400 

10.3 183 

7.9 

208 

8/10 

2.0TDI Trendline 4Motion 

415100 

103 

340 

13.4 180 

7.7 

203 

8/10 

2.0BFTDI Trendline 4Motion 

446000 

132 

400 

10.3 183 

8.0 

211 

8/10 

double cab 








2.0TDI Trendline 

446100 

103 

340 

13.5 183 

7.8 

199 

8/10 

2.0TDI Trendline 4Motion 

497100 

103 

340 

13.7 181 

7.7 

203 

6/10 

2,0BiTDI Highline 

475 4 00 

132 

400 

10.3 184 

7.9 

208 

7/10 

2.0BFFDI Highline auto 

492900 

132 

420 

10.6 180 

8.2 

218 

7/10 

2.0BFFDI Highline 4Motion 

528400 

132 

400 

10.6 183 

8.0 

211 

7/10 

2.0BFTDI Highline 4Motion auto543900 

132 

420 

10.9 179 

8.3 

219 

7/10 

2.0BFTDI Highline 4Mn Ultimate 800200 

132 

420 

10.9 179 

8.3 

219 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:518/525cm W: 194cm H: 183cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


A baby SUV that’s more of a family car than a rough 
’n’ tough off-roader. Destined for the school run, 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 M 

L/lOOkm 

C02 

RATING 

1 .4TSI 90kW Trend&Fun 

348400 

90 

200 

10.9 184 

6.5 

152 

6/10 

1.4TSI 118kW Trend&Fun 

385500 

118 

240 

9.3 197 

6.7 

156 

8/10 

1.4TSI 118kW Trend&Fun auto 

401500 

118 

240 

9.3 193 

7.1 

184 

8/10 

2.0TDI Trend&Fun 

377100 

81 

280 

11.9 174 

5.3 

139 

8/10 

2.0TDI 4Motion Trend&Fun 

446000 

103 

320 

10.7 182 

6.5 

172 

8/10 

2.0TDI 4Motion Track&Field 

472400 

103 

320 

10.7 182 

6.5 

172 

8/10 

2.0TDI 4Motion Sport&Style 

487000 

103 

320 

10.7 182 

6.5 

172 

8/10 

2.0TSI 4Motion Sport&Style 

509200 

155 

280 

8.5 207 

8.8 

205 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: 443cm W: 181cm H: 170cm 

Boot: 470/1510 litres Fuel Tank: 60 Itres 


Still great looking, but now resting on a platform two 
generations behind the Golf. Minor facelift isn't enough 
to disguise this. { 

PRICE kW Nm D-10R 


km/h 

L/IOOkm 

CD2 

RATING 

2.0TSI Highline 

388700 

132 

280 

7.4 

227 

6.1 

142 

7/10 

GTS 

459000 

182 

350 

6.9 

248 

8.4 

148 

7/10 

R 

512100 

188 

350 

5.8 

250 

8.0 

187 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: 426cm W: 181cm 

Boot: 312/1006 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 

H: 140cm 




The popular people carrier of yore has become a 
touch expensive and suffers for traction up inclines 
fully laden, being FWD only, unlikeitsV-Class rival. 


2.0TDI SWB Trendline 


_75 25D 17.9 157 7.3 193 5/ID 


2.0TDI SWB Trendline auto 518100 103 340 14.7 172 


211 5/10 


2.0TDI SWB Comfortline 


_572100 103 340 14.2 173 7.5 198 5/10 


2.0TDI SWB Comfortline auto 589800 
2.0TDI LWB Comfortline auto 1597600 


103 340 14.7 172 

103 340 14.7 172 


211 5/10 

211 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 490/530cm W: 190cm 
H:197/199cm Boot: 4300 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Properly expensive, but hugely liveable modern 
incarnation of VW’s people carrier. With 4 Motion, very 
much at home getting most places ir^outh Africa 



PRICE 

kill 

2.0BiTDI Comfortline auto 

745700 

132 

2.0BiTDI Comfortline 4Motion auto 

778200 

132 

2.0BiTDI Highline auto 

824500 

132 

2.0BFTDI Highline 4Motion auto857000 

132 


12.1 188 
11.3 191 


L/lG0km 

C02 

RATING 

7.9 

208 

6/10 

8.8 

232 

8/10 

7.9 

208 

8/10 

8.8 

232 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 490cm W: 190cm 
H:195/197cm Boot: 4300 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


If a large SUV can ever be inoffensive, this is it. 
Shares much with a Porsche Cayenne, except the 
price. And image. 



V6 Elegance 


208 380 7.8 228 IL 259 8/10 


V6 TDI Luxury 


822500 180 550 7.8 218 7.2 189 8/10 


V6 TDI Escape 
V8 TDi Executive 


180 550 


7/10 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 480cm W: 194cm H: 173cm 
Boot: 493/1555 litres Fuel Tank: 100 litres 



Volvo finally pulls its finger out and gets serious 
about the premium hatchback. We actually want 
one of these. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-ID0 

km/h 

l/IIMbm 

C02 

RATING 

T3 Kinetic 

322900 

112 

250 

8.3 

210 

5.5 

127 

7/10 

T3 Momentum auto 

379300 

112 

250 

8.3 

210 

5.5 

129 

7/10 

D2 Kinetic 

335000 

88 

280 

10.5 

190 

3.6 

94 

8/10 

T4 Momentum 

382600 

140 

300 

6.9 

210 

5.5 

127 

8/10 

T4 Momentum auto 

401800 

140 

300 

6.9 

210 

5.5 

128 

8/10 

D3 Momentum 

412600 

110 

320 

8.4 

210 

4.0 

104 

7/10 

D4 Momentum 

422100 

140 

400 

7.2 

230 

4.2 

109 

8/10 

T5 Momentum 

440400 

180 

350 

8.3 

240 

5.9 

137 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: 437cm W: 178cm H: 142cm 

Boot: 335/1032 litres Fuel Tank: 52/60/62 litres 


The Scandinavian hatch gets the 
treatment. We approve. 

rubber; 

and stilt 

kW 

:s 

Nm 

0-100 

>£ - J 


if 

PRICE 

km/h 

L/100km 

C02 

RATING 

T4 Momentum 

394400 

140 

300 

7.1 

210 

5.5 

128 

8/10 

T4 Momentum auto 

413700 

140 

300 

7.1 

210 

5.8 

129 

8/10 

D3 Momentum 

431900 

110 

320 

8.5 

210 

4.0 

105 

7/10 

D4 Momentum 

447800 

140 

400 

7.5 

210 

4.3 

112 

7/10 

T5 AWD Momentum 

484200 

180 

350 

8.1 

210 

8.4 

149 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: N/A L: 437cm W: 178cm H: 
Boot: 335/1032 Fuel Tank: 57/60/62 litres 

146cm 





Estate version of the S60, only Volvo insists its not 
actually an estate, but a 'sportswagon'. It's an 
estate, Volvo. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-IR0 

km/h 

L/IOGkm 

C02 

RATING 

T3 Momentum 

430000 

112 

250 

8.7 

205 

5.9 

138 

8/10 

T4 Momentum 

459500 

140 

300 

7.3 

225 

5.8 

136 

7/10 

D4 Momentum 

483100 

140 

400 

7.7 

225 

4.4 

116 

7/10 

T5 Momentum 

519800 

180 

350 

8.4 

230 

6.4 

149 

8/10 

D5 Inscription 

561400 

165 

470 

8.5 

230 

4.8 

125 

8/10 

T6 Inscription 

585200 

225 

400 

6.0 

230 

8.7 

157 

7/10 

T6 AWD Inscription 

593500 

225 

400 

6.0 

250 

7.0 

163 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: 463cm W: 186cm H: 148cm 

Boot: 430-692 litres Fuel Tank: 68 litres 


Confusingly good compromise between V60 and 
XC60. More gravel road capable than the former. 
Cheaper than the latter. 


&} 


PRICE kW Nm 

0-IR0 

km/h L/lOOkm C02 RATING 

D4 AWD Momentum 

509800 140 420 

8.9 

205 5.7 149 7/10 

T5 AWD Momentum 

544000 187 360 

7.1 

210 8.5 198 8/10 

EURO NCAP: 463cm W: 186cm H: 155cm 

Boot: 430-692 litres Fuel Tank: 68 litres 


Close your eyes and think of a Volvo. And here 


it is, the 21st century incarnatio 
classic estate. 

n of the 

PRICE 

kW 

Nm 





0-100 km/h 

L/IOOkm 

002 

RATING 

D5 AWD Inscription 

515000 

182 

440 

8.2 210 

5.8 

153 

n/d 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 484cm W: 186cm H: 160cm 
Boot: 575-1600 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



Mid-size SUV stuffed with health and safety kit. 

It should come in fluoro yellow with a loud hailer 
as standard. 

PRICE 


G-IRO km/h L/IOOkm C02 RATING 


578 000 180 350 7.2 210 8.7 157 8/10 


D4 Momentum 


D5 AWD Momentum 


140 400 8.1 210 4.7 124 8/10 


848300 182 440 8.2 210 5.7 149 7/10 


T6 Momentum 
T6 AWD Momentum 


854000 _225 400 

883300 _225 400 


_M 210 183 7/10 

_M 210 7.7 179 8/10 


EURO NCAP: 463cm W: 189cm H: 171cm 

Boot: 495/1455 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


It's everything we hoped it would be, and 
more. Superb safety systems, fantastic tech 
and practicality. 







PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-IRG 

km/h L/IORkm 

CQ2 RATING 

D4 Momentum 

820200 

140 

400 

9.2 

205 5.2 

136 8/10 

T5 AWD Momentum 

844000 

187 

350 

8.2 

215 7.8 

178 8/10 

D5 AWD Momentum 

870300 

165 

470 

7.8 

220 5.8 

152 9/10 

T6 AWD Momentum 

884400 

235 

400 

8.5 

230 8.0 

186 8/10 

T8Twin Engine AWD Momentum 1025200 

300 

640e 

! 5.8 

230 2.1 

49 9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 495cm W: 193cm H: 178cm 
Boot: 310/1947 litres Fuel Tank: 50/71 litres 


1 Passat 

- - ■ 

Nothing at all like the one your granddad had. 

A criminally underrated and terrifically advancer 

PRICE kW Nm 

i car. j 

0-100 

, W--'f 

km/h 

L/lD0km 

C02 

RATING 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

378800 

110 

250 

8.4 

220 

5.3 

124 

7/10 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

398800 

110 

250 

8.4 

220 

5.2 

121 

7/10 

1.8TSI Highline auto 

444200 

132 

250 

7.9 

232 

5.8 

130 

8/10 

2.0TSI R-Line auto 

476800 

182 

350 

6.7 

248 

8.2 

143 

8/10 










CC 1 


CC has dropped the Passat name, but not the 
underpinnings. Cheap, able alternative to the 
Merc CLS. 

PRICE kW 

Nm 

1 

0-100 

km/h 

(/100km 

C02 

RATING 

1.8TSI 

422600 

118 

250 

8.5 

222 

7.1 

185 

8/10 

2.0TSI 

4BBB00 

155 

280 

7.3 

240 

7.8 

182 

7/10 

2.0TDI 

468300 

130 

380 

8.4 

220 

5.2 

137 

8/10 

3.6 V6 4Motion 

549800 

220 

350 

5.5 

250 

9.3 

215 

6/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 477cm W: 182cm 
Boot: 565 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 

H: 147cm 







r> 1 

At last, a BMW 3 Series rival that's actually a 
3 Series size. Good engines, nice interior, but no 
3 Series to drive. 

PRICE kW 

Nm 

G-1D0 

km/h L/IODkm 

C02 

i 

T3 Kinetic 

378000 

112 

250 

8.6 

210 

5.6 

131 

5/10 

T3 Momentum auto 

412300 

112 

250 

8.6 

210 

5.8 

135 

8/10 

T4 Momentum 

446600 

140 

300 

7.2 

230 

5.8 

134 

8/10 

D4 Momentum 

473100 

140 

400 

7.8 

230 

4.3 

113 

8/10 

T5 Momentum 

508400 

180 

350 

8.3 

230 

8.2 

145 

8/10 

D5 Inscription 

548100 

165 

470 

8.4 

230 

4.5 

119 

8/10 

T6 Inscription 

572700 

225 

400 

5.9 

230 

8.4 

149 

8/10 

T6 AWD Inscription 

581600 

225 

400 

5.9 

250 

6.9 

161 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: 463cm W: 1 

Boot: 380 litres Fuel Tank: 68 litres 

86cm 

i H: 148cm 
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VANDERBIJLPARK • 016 931 MmTWZ 


SANDTON *011 SOS 0023 


www.fouchemotors.co.za 

fouchemotors 1 0@ telkomsa , net 


Mohammed 

Johnny 

Yusuf 


• 083 786 1566 

• 072 376 5B56 

• 082 786 7816 


URGENTLY WANTED FOR CASH! 

ALL EXOTICS, INCLUDING: PORSCHE, 
FERRARI. 4X4s & BOATS. 



R 2 799 995 


201 3 ASTON MARTIN VANQUISH 

K> O&ftkfn, billed indoor with yellow stitching, tailpipes, yellow 
Caliper* Wfbml fit** Side strikes. fibre paddle khifls, black gritl 
tarbn-n fibre do&r handle* ropf and mirnjr* revwve eanrera. 
2D' mag* spons exhaust, bno sound, wt nav, balof warranty 



2015 PORSCHE GT3 

iKJOkm. blade seat* new spec, yalTTav, spurts chrono pack, red 
steal belts, red brake callipers, lifting suspension, electric seals. 
q\3 logo teats red Stitching, led lights. & beautiful Cat[\ 





2012 MERCEDES BENZC 63 COUPE 

45DQ0km, black Interior, lane change warning, reverse 
camera , p cfc, electric memory seats, 19" mag* balance of 
mfplan 1 20 000km 





R699 995 


201 2 MERCEDES BENZ C 63 A MG 

31 000km, electric memory seals, sat nay, black leather 
interior, new spec, panoramic unroof. Immaculate 
condition, balance of m.'plan 



2014 FERRARI F12 BERLINETTA 

800km, advanced from lights, red callipers, from lifting 
suspension, carbon steering with led lights, sat nav, bal of 
7yr plan 


201 5 MERCEDES BENZ C61 5 AMG 

3500km, pattOfAmit roof, satridY, electric memcey seats, bluetooth, 
beads up display, exterior. collision prevention, .vrng black and white 
leather interior, Wind spot assist, red brake calliper*, drug performance 
exhaust, amg ride control suspension, command online nev. ambient 
lighting, bum ester sound, keyless go, adaptive high beam assist, balance 
of m/plan j 



2013 FERRARI 458 COUPE 

2700km. f I. black Interior, 20 mags, lifting kit. yellow dials, 
ydkrw calliper* logo, red stitching, fender badge* pdc, bal of 
7yr m/plan, diamond cut mags optional! 




Rt 299 995 


2015 MERCEDES BENZ 5400 AMG 

5000km, beige Interior. pun protection, reverse CNWft, parking 
and memory package, wooden steering, dimabsed seats. heads 
up display, common online, high beam assist balance of m/plan, 



2010 MERCEDES BENZ SL 63 AMG 

33000km, panoramic glass roof, sat im carbon fibre interior, 
healed and cooled seats, fish, super Immaculate condition 


W 




BMW m COUPE MANUAL 

8700km, reverse camera, pd* bluetooth, irvsport seat* 
panoramic sunrqof, electric memory seal* hk sounds heated 
sear* 10"mag*wt nav. balance of m/plan, mags optional 



2016 AUDI RS3 

200km, black anterior, aodi magic ride, rod brake calliper* 
panoramic foot keytew entry, tat naiv, electrk seals, heated seat* 
carbon fibre inlay, sat nav+ mini touch, high gloss exterior mirror* 
high beam assist 4 way lumbar support. W met mags, high spec 
balance of m/plan 




R? 99 995 


2012 MERCEDES BENZ £63 AMG 

35000km, bKurbo, black Interlot, panoramic roof, 19 ' ituhj* 
keyless go, carbon fibre exterior package, heated and cooled seats, 
sat fla* electric memory seat* balance of m/plafi 


RB99 995 

















VANDERBtJLPARK • Q 1 B 931 MmTWZ 



SANDTON * Oil SOS 0023 


www.fouchemotors.co.za 

fouchemotors 1 0 @ telkamsa .net 


Mohammed • 
Johnny • 

Yusuf • 


□83 786 1566 
072 376 5656 
□82 786 7816 


URGENTLY WANTED FOR CASH! 

ALL EXOTICS, INCLUDING: PORSCHE, 
FERRARI. 4X4s & BOATS. 




2016 MERCEDES ©ENZ GU 3500 

elwtrit mpm&fy seats. Ml nay. bluetooth, 2 V mags r ambient 
lighting. balance -erf m/plan 



201 6 MERCEDES BENZ GLE 63 AMG 

1 00km, diamond white, porcelain seats, 22 mags, rear dvd, 
lane change warning, panoramic roof, running boards, 
towbar, carbon fibre interior, he ated/cooled seats, balance 
of m/plan 




201 3 MERCEDES BENZ ML 63 AMG 

1 KXKftm. full iVrv. teiudvd jjkytjr n 



p ii i ► j l } d <1 l 1 ,T 47 1 tL-f > 1 . 1 f I l"5T77yH 







RS99 99$ 


RS99995 


201 6 FO-RD ftA N OEfl 3.2 XLT 43t4 A,'T D/C 

t Wtqn. reveres camera, ptfc, bluetooth, fflfttnt wars, la&cr k|T 
oprlan+il, offroad mag* and tyres updone 3, balance gl m/plan. also in 
wfiite a nd sihiw 


R16S0 000 


201 * PORSCHE, CAYENNE GTS 

JGQkrri, panoramic rqof r me Jiav r Sl'rncjg't.pdc. red hlerror with 
jed vtrtdhng, it'd walbelts, Iatw change warning, led xftnon light, 
balance of warranty 


2013 PORSCHE CAYENNE V6 DIESEL 

50 tWOkm. vunroHjf, mag* optional, etec seat*, xenon, pdc, elecirlt 
tow bar hluftooih fsh immaculate condition, saw 50 k was 
HSSfXXWi good vti lue for money 0 A 


2013 RANGE ROVER EVOQUI 

34£OGfcrti, where. black mlraior. reverie camera, pdc, jU J magi, 
sat nay, balance of m/plan 


TOYOTA PRADO 3.00 VX 

1 -SOOOkm, black leather interior, sat nav, reverse c.irner.j. pdc. 
xenon lights, electric memory seals, scuinrof, balance of m/plan, 
invmacuibte jiondrtsoii. as newJ! 


201 6 FORD BANGER 3 2 £WC WILDTRACK 4X4 A/T 

100km, orange. revere camera, pdc bluetooth, electric seats, 
raptor kit optional, off' read mags and tyres optional also in 
while and silver balance of m/plan 




#7 T 799 995 


fORD RANGER f 250 RAPTOR 

9500 km. bEack inter lor P right hand drive, reverse camera,, 
navigation, electrk: seals, hydraulic fully loaded 


2016 MERCEDES BENZ V250 8LUETECH 

whiw. KWfcm, tlacUtc dk>or% -el&tnc waft. rwcf i* eanwa, at mv, 
bliujtaalb.jumn lights pdc. J6CP uinwa. Lsfw l#ep. btumcslw murid 
bdfancepf nt^pUn 


2016 FORD RANGER 3,2 D/C WlLBTRACX 4X2 A/T 

while, 1 50km, reverse camera, bluetooth, eiectrk seats, 
raptor kit optional, offroad mags and tyres optional, 
balance of nVpIan 


liiffifiKfrJ 


2016 TOYOTA LANDCHUI5ER 200 VX 4.50 VS 

new spec, 100km pearl white, bbek leather interior, sat naw 
bluetooth, electric seats, reverse carnet, also in silver balance 
of m/plan 














17" Btndc Silver Or 
Gun-melal 4/100 & 5/100 

R4295 set of 4 


A-Line Hazard A Elays 
6/l39pcd 

15" R5295 | 17" R6795 


tiki 39 Sport Allays 
5/1 2 Oped 

R4195 set Of 4 


17” £/ 10fP - 
let" 3/112 - 
I 'J 1 -w ,■' L L 2 BC»5 


RG50 

RS50 

RG20 

R740 


Autostv/e Gautena Autostvfe Kwazulu-Nataf 

83a Church Street May fair, 1-3 Jubilee Grove, Gateway Autocity 
JHB t Gauteng Umhianga-Rtdg iv, Kwazulu-Natat 

Teh Oil 661 1700 Tel: 031 566 5099 

Fax: Oi l B3 7 3116 Fax: 031 566 3473 


H/mOHWiBC DELIVERY! OPEN 7 BUYS! WE BERT AMY PRICE! 




11” Eva Minli Lite Alloys 
sulfAiile for old mini 

R3 195 set of 4 


E VO AiluS Alloy Wheel* 
4/100 & 5/100 peri 

14 ,J R3Q95 f 1 5" R3S9 5 


IS Eva Btl50 5/105pcd 
far Old Shape VW Beetle 

R3995 Set Of 4 


Evo Matt Gray VS Style 
4/100 ped 

14" R290S 1 13" R4005 


14 Eva Santiago Alloys 
4/ 1O0 ptd 

R2S9S set of 4 


17” BST Alloy Wheels 
4/100, 1/ 100 & 5/ IZOpcd 

RG69S set of 4 


15 EVO Mulsane Alloys 
4/100 ped 

R3S95 £et Of 4 


Eva BBS Alloy Wheels 

4/loa, At i&e, 5/1*0 4 s/ii 

15 ,p R330S I 17" fid30S 


17 Y5A Pike Alloys 
4/100 ped 

FM195 set or 1 


15 EvO Ldrndr Alloys 
4/100 % 4/114 peri 

R3395 not Of 4 


15 Evo &bt Allay Wheels 
4/100 & 4/I0B ped 

R37^S/set of 4 


Mg456 Malt Black Muv* 
5/lllpcd 

10" R5905 3 19" R6B95 


13 evo Alloys suitable 
for Nissan 1400 Babble* 
4/114 R 2305 set of 4 


17 Eva OZ Ai rays 
4/1004 4/U4 ped 

R5195 set of 4 


Eva Quests Allays 
4 / lfiO ped 

R439S/set af 4 


Gli Racer Allay Wheels 
17 1 ' 4/10O R4250*St 
IS ' 5/10(1 R4995set 


Eva Catamn Wheels 
4/lODpCd 

15" R409S I l?” R4395 


Edition 3 3 Allays 

15" R3995 | I T' R4395 
IB H499S I Ifl' 1 * R0i5O 


IS" Euo 1567 Alloys 
5/100 ped 

R52 50 set of 4 


1 7" Evq Nite Allays 
4/100 & 4 / 1 OS ped 

A4495 set &f 4 


19 Bk&35 Alloy Wheels 
5/11 Sped 

R&995 set Ot 4 


17" YEA Shog Allay* 
4/100 tii 4/ LOB ped 

R3995 set of 4 


1 / tSA Venom Allays 

4/10Q A 3/ 100 ped 

R5295 Set of 4 


L5T Evq BBS Malt &laek 
5/ 112 ped 

RG995 Ht Of 4 


Evo BBS Airoys. 

IB" 5/1 11 i 5/ 120 K I995»I 
19" 5/112 R 54 00 set 


15 Evo ToFiiade Alloys 
6/l39peri 

R3295 set Pf 4 


2a Eva Taurus Chrome 
S/139.7 ped 

RIO 995 set of 4 


V5 StylveuinifTiptJtl Alluvs 
17" 4/100 * 5/100 H499S 
LB " 5/ltlQpcd R5395 


13 8 14” TYRES 

155/70/1 3” - Dunlop - R495 
155/00/13” - Sava - R350 

175/50/13" - Yokohama R950 
175/70/13“ - Dunlop * R460 
175/70/13” - Sava - R490 
165/S0/13" - Sava - R330 

175/65/14'* - Sava - R440 

175/05/14" - RlrelH - R570 
135/70/14" - Kenda - R630 
105/00/14" - Yokohama - R595 
1S5/60/ 14" - Pirelli R695 

165/65/14" - Dunlap - RGGO 


IS 8 IE" TYRtS 


IS 5/65/ IS 1 ’ 
195/50/ 15" 
195/50/ IS 4 ’ 
195/50/15" 
195/50/ 15” 
195/55/15" 
195/60/15" 
195/60/15" 
195/65/15" 
305/60/15" 


* Dunlop - 

- Wanli - 

* Dunlop -< 

- Plratti - 
Yokohama - 

- Dunlop - 
Yokohama - 

- Wank - 
Yokohama * 

- Dunlop - 


195/45/ 16'" - Wank - R730 
2Q5/45/16 1 ’ - Ken da - R795 
205/59/16" - Yokohama - RH50 
205/55/16" - Dunlop - R995 
325/55/16" - Dunlap - R950 


17” B IB” TYRES 

205/40/17" 

- Wanli - 

I162Q 

205/40/ 17 s ' 

* Dunlop * 

R7Z0 

205/40/ 17 

- Pirelli - 

R9 20 

205/40/17" 

- Yokohama 

R92D 

215/45/17’ 

* Kcnda * 

RS 50 

225/45/17" 

- Accetera 

«S95 

225/45/1?" 

- Yokohama ~ 

R 1 095 

235/45/ 17" 

- Wanli - 

RS9G 

215/35/ 10" 

- Accelera - 

R 1050 

225/40/ IS" 

- Wanli - 

RS95 

225/40/ lS r ' 

- Dunlop - 

R90O 

225/40/ 10" 

- Yokohama - 

R 1295 

23S/40/18 ' 

- Kenda - 

R 14 50 

255/35/16" 

• Wanli - 

R 1 150 


4»4, IS” a 20’ 


225/35/ 19"- Yokohama - R 1695 
235/35/19" - Ac hill Its - R139S 
235/35/ 19 -Yokohama -R1B95 
265/30/19" - Accolera - R1900 
22 5/30/20" - Wanlt - R1295 


Bakkle and 
1 95 R 1 4" - 

21S/R15" - 
195K15C - 
235/05/17* 
275/40/20" 
275/45/20" 


4x4/SUV Tyres 

Wanli - R 795 
Dunlop ■ R 1 200 
Dunlop - ft 1050 

- Wank - R 1 295 

- Achilles - Rl 995 
Achilles R 1 950 


YOKOHAMA 1 


E&OE AIL prices are Vat inclusive. Prices are valid at time of print > ©All images & logos are copyright property of Autostyle Motorsport & their respective suppliers 
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CamtecCT-USBl 60 
Media Player with 
USB & Fro fit An* R350 



Paramount Mp3 Cd 
Front Loader with 
USB & Front Aux RG50 


Sony MFX-N41S0BT Mp3 
with USB and 
Bluetooth R 1 750 



Targa Double DFn DVD 

With SEuetooth FU995 

with GPS Navi R 23 SS 





I li • 


" I - 

i | o ■ ■* ■ I 



Si.n-st>urid p/&ln PVD with 

USB, Bluetooth s, Tomtom 

GPS Navigation Ft 3 500 


Tsrga TG-DV465 
DVD/Cd Front Loader 
with USB R795 


Sony CDX-GT32QMP Mp3 
Front Loader with Front 
Auxiliary input R795 


Pioneer DEH-X175Q 
MixtrAx With USB & 
Front Auxiliary FS995 



JVC KD-R44G Mp3 
Front Loader with USB ft 
Front Auxiliary RS9E 


Sony CDX-GTliSOu Mp3 
Front Loader with USB 
'Xarhon Design" F9B5 


KENWOOD 

•fcWBjBfr 




Necvoa 7" DVD with 
blue: tooth a USB R1B95 


Kenwood KDC-LF2G3 Mp3 
Front Loader with USB & 
Front Au* & Rerndtc R995 



12" lOOQw - R72C 
12" 14QQw - R850 
12" I4f)0w DVC - RS5D 


JVC KD-R510 Double 
Dm Mp 3 + USB R175D 



7" H795 

S 5“ - H8SQ 
1J" R 1295 
IS ' R169& 
15,4" -R1G95 
17" ftilM 
- KJBSb 

23" RJ3M 


Bgauge Wiring kit R 1 50 
Bgauge wiring kit R195 
4gsuge wiring kit R25Q 


P-Dwerbass 0" Compact 
Subweafe* 4 Amplifier 
System - R950 


StarsOund Spectrum DVC 
GSOQw il'‘ iwootem nSSOea 



Tirga Venom DVC 
Senti of Subwoofers 

1 0" 70 DOw DVC - ft 9 9 5 
12" BQOCJw DVC - RI3G5 
is" loooaw dvc - niBsa 


a rg j, A mp I if i 
15 now ithstuie! R495 
300Dw 4chanrtc-l • R695 
5DD0w 4e h a rmet - RS95 


Sou rid Deadening Hals 
Rame Resistant,, 5 layer 
ultra lift, gSkSOcm Rl50 


verba ss Mini Amplifiers 
4Q00w4cb -RI29S 
5000 vJ let! - R1Z95 


Evo Tuning Capacitors 

1 Farad R350 | 2 Farad R430 

Up CP 10 farad aval lab I el 


Pioneer GM-AG4D4 
00 rms x 4 amp Rl 23S 


Pioneer Combo! 

Mp3 With USB Front 
Loader + 6*9" Speakers 
t G" bpiMkcrs R1 595btt 


Assarted Design ftutogaugB 
PKrftrTTFantfl C4UQCE 
Boost Gauge - from R25P 
Gil Pressure ■ rmm RZ5Q 
Oil Temp, - from R2E0 
Tachmeti‘t* r Shift lights 
and many more available 


NF Octane Boosters, 
Street 3 RON - R7G 
Sport 5 RON Rl20 
Race 6RON - RI50 


Glossy Lite He ,i night 
Restoration kit R 25 Dset 


Ultr,i Race BKQN l»r RZ5Q 


ICtf'i P-£Trt*rr' Wfti, HtWfrTWflytfl 

Up to U/lQ&km fuel 
less consumption! 
RUtethEpl - R3995 
BatcOiip Fro 2 ■ R55Q0 
Racechip Ultimate - R6495 
Th rCrttl uRe-sp on So - R2395 


AiAtm System with 
remote B4HS 
Alarm +■ Cantml Locking 
System - R595 


Ford Ranger Grilles, Spots 
Arches & More Available 


Universal Car Mats With 
Rubber Underlay R99set 


Eva 3 8dce Carrier HS&0 

|aoldFa*t Range Now in stock' 


Assorted URL Style LED 
Hcadhghls from RllSSset 


Atoh Slmota Dual Cone 

[l Air Filter - R 110 I 1 

(other Siaes available) 

improve fmoi coni^mption - Bo oft PetTenrianeo 

Nev&r needs replacing • Lifetime warranty 

Complete range Of BMC, KAN and Simoto 

Air filters. Available Ln Fla* Pw 3 or Cone shapes. 


Carbon Shields 
Bornet Guard - R320 
Headlight Shields R260 


Central Locking Kit DIV kit 
Includes all wirings RUSut 


Bodykits and Spoilers 


wllh /gririOtt OpUhOn R495Stt 


Available for most cars 


windshield*, R22Q 


Non RccliFiable 


P^rlim Seats 
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Xenon- HID Headlight Kits 
HI, H7, H3 * H4 from R795 
Philip* Also A vailoblc! 


filWHWld 17 ' 
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n&9S»et | DepuHIe 
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Switch/ 5002641 A 


Visit imperialauto.co.za for 



For all your vehicle needs visit www.imperialauto.co.za or call Oil 875 5852 


IMPERIAL^ AUTO 


Passenger | Commercial | Leisure Going further. Doing more. 

Terms and conditions apply 


lam The Stig' T-shirt 


Cellphone covers from Mini multitool & 

carabinerset 


VISIT TOPGEAR.CO.ZA AND CLICK ON SHOP TO VIEW THE 
FULL RANGE OF TOPGEAR MERCHANDISE 






ENGINE & GEARBOX 
IMPORTERS 

®yy a mmm 

2 Herald Fiight fioad,, Jetpark^Boksburg, 

($m)n ftpom O.fty TambvJnftrnatf&nakftirfyqft}) 
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CCTV Systems 


ctfl£ 


From 



W«w ^ur Jwiw on ynr Sminiphorw from anywhere m th* mrid, 

in f o@cc t v-dii ect xo , za 

www.cctv-direct.co.za 




lies /tiles / puzzles 
, mugs, t-shirts 


Sublimation 

Printer Vinyl Cutler 


Sublimation Printer 


Sublimation Consumables 


1 Full Business - 6 Machines R24000 incl 

3 Machines Combo 

MAKE SOCCER KITS r CAPS, Signage on CARS/SHQPS, TOMBSTONES 

/A JT m ' 

RJ70JIMgclVtf 


Combo 

Press 


o 30 mm Viny I cut c -a 
lot Signage / Tombst^s, h 

Banners 

for 

Sale 


Vehicle 


Signage 


Soccer Jersey / T-Shirts & Signage R10000 incl 


Machines 


Vinyl Cutler & Heat press Soccer/ T-shirt/ Over^llsl 

IViViVM IlH MlUHrtOWiit XVL &EE 
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Peda lBox 


KDTHRQTTUGEtJW 


BETTER CONSUMPTION 


ORDER NOW 


4 I' 





OUSEL TORQUE 

CHiPTUNtNQ tfg j 



400 eeo 


aiEQ 


PowerBox 


EH 
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PeilalBos DIESEL TORQUE 


OS? 379 6141 infDl^le»llarque,co.iti w ww. diesel I orque.co.ia 


033 290 S544 miQ> "pediilbox.ta.2ii www.pedatbQX.co.ia 
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You lows the internet, Don t worry, we do too. It’s 
more fun than working or studying when at rhe 
office or at school. Therefore, we give you the 
ultimate automotive Jigitd distraction: 

www.t opguar. co, J4 



www.xtretnemotorsport.co.za 
Teh 021 510 1110/510 1113 
082 773 0786 

Authorized Deafer • Dealer Enquiries 


ROHANA 










HEAD OFFICE Q 031 657 5757 
0 www.masterparls.coni £3 safes(o’masterparts.com automotive parts supply 

BELLVILLE | KENILWORTH j PAARL j PINETOWN | STRAND | WINDHOEK | DURBAN opening SEP14 


Buyer's guide 
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Ford Mustang 


gsaaqp^ 

iwklS^tHE SfiT3 RANGE 


Wide Range of Wheels ^ 

RX5E ^ pmi $««i* P ic i? rotiform 

oracle 0®S 471I21C Q§L> 7! 


www. ibe xha us t . com 
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GENUINE USED SPARES AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 



8oksburg 


OPEL & CHEV 

USED PARTS 


m2 Highway 


top Fid 


JPaulSmirRd j 


Coming From 
Main Reef Road 


T :011 894 1332/011894 5987 F: 086 557 171 7 E: tales@ilopec.co Jta wvjw.lopec.co.za 

Unit 14 , Cnr Craig & Dorm eh I road, Anderbolt, Boksburg CPS; 26 “ 11 ' 38 "S 28 ° 16 ' 1 8 "E 
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Defending the 
indefensible since 2015 


(■II illy 

Measures 


Ithough most hot hatch enthusiasts gloss 
ignorantly over this fact, Daihatsu actually 
has quite a heritage with regard to produc- 
ing very quick little hatchbacks. But were 
not interested in the one you’re thinking of: 
the Materia turbo, a people carrier with a difference. 

Just over a decade ago, if you were young and required 
a recreational vehicle, Daihatsu had just the four-wheeler for 
you. It was rather cryptically called the YRV (young/recrea- 
tional/vehicle), and at altitude, where most of South Africa’s 
motoring of consequence is done, these odd-looking Daihat- 
sus were giant-killers between 2004 and 2006. 

The one you wanted, obviously, was a turbocharged YRV. 
Daihatsu initially targeted the YRV at Japanese mothers, as 
something capacious enough for the school run without being 
a chore to park - and in Japan, anything that isn’t a bicycle is 
potentially a parking nightmare. 

Opportunely, some inspired people at Daihatsu product 
planning thought it would be best to turbocharge the YRV; 
because, you know, they’d shaped a prototype YRV bonnet 
complete with scoop already... 

Feeding boost through the 1.3-litre four’s dynamic varia- 


ble-valve timing netted a tidy gain of 32kW over the cooking 
version, and with a peak of 95kW, the YRV Turbo was the 
most powerful 1300cc car in the world. 

Was it quick, though? Theoretically, yes: a robot-to-robot 
drag-racing weapon at altitude, with asthma-mitigating turbo- 
charged power (95kW/170Nm), and only 890kg of young/ 
recreational/vehicle to roll along. In practice? Less so... 

See, even in turbocharged form, the YRV couldn’t 
unshackle itself from Daihatsu’s convenience-driving roots 
- hence, no manual transmission. A commuter-friendly auto- 
matic instead - and worst of all, a four-speeder at that; without 
shift paddles, but with steershift’ override buttons. 

The planetary-geared transmission stunted performance, 
but despite the YRV’s airport-bus shift quality, the turbo was 
good enough for O-IOOkph in 8.2 sec; and back in the mid- 
2000s, you could bait a number of entry-level 3 Series drivers 
into some embarrassment. 

If you have a ridiculously undersized garage, children 
pressuring the budget, and an undiluted teen-racer urge to be 
first at the next red traffic light, the YRV turbo remains quite 
a thing. A terrible shame, though, that Daihatsu South Africa 
isn’t around anymore to sell you any parts. 
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Reclaim your 

confidence 


For most men their sexual performance and physical condition are closely linked to how 
they feel about themselves . Vascamen was developed especially for men to maintain and 
improve their quality of life. When the circulatory systems starts deteriorating and blood 
circulation in the body is impaired by ageing your energy levels may start to deteriorate. 
Your libido decreases and hair loss and prostate problems start to develop. 

You might even start to struggle with impotency. 


Vascamen's unique combination of carefully selected herbs may improve your libido, 
promote a healthy prostate and urinary system and increase your blood circulation. 
Vascamen should be taken daily. 


VASCAMEN 


COAT WEE 0. 
nUBULI/5 
4 SAW 


HORNY 
GOAT WEED, 
TRIBULUS 
& SAW 


Vascamen is available from Dis-Chem, Clicks and your local pharmacy. 


FOLLOW US 


Consumer line: (Oil) 480-4916 or visit www.vascamen.co.za 






So for peace of mind, contact a NORA-SA approved collector or recycler to safely dispose of 
your used oil. Call 0860 NORA-SA (6672 72) for a collector in your area. 



NORA-SA 

National Oil Recycling Association 
of South Africa 


